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TRiFLtNO and insignificant as every < thing 
connected with the politics of so small and 
so miserable a country as Iceland mast nie* 
cessarily appear^ when contrasted with the 
events that are agitating the great powers 
of Europe, nevertheless, as the government 
of . this island underwent a total change . 
daring the short time of my residence, in it, 
I feel, not only that my journal would be 
incomplete were I to pass over such things 
in silence, but also that it may reasonably be 
required of me to give an account of transac- 
tions, which fell under my own observation. 
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and of which, as a mere by-stander^ I may 
be expected to speak with more impartiality 
than those who were actively engaged in 
them. I shall therefore endeavor to do it 
as plainly and succinctly as possible, trust- 
ing that, unimportant as are the events to 
be detailed in my narrative, they may not on 
that account be wholly devoid of interest^ 
but may find some shelter under the old 
adage, liiat '^ inest sua gratia parvis.'* From 
one error, at leasts that is but too common 
to writers of all descriptions, -whatever be 
their subject^ I flatter myself I shall be al- 
lowed to have steered clear, that of magnify- 
ing occurrences, so as to exemplify ^e &ble 
of the mountain in labor; for the tery ler 
verse is my case^ and I ought, perhaps, rathsr 
to dread the havii^ fallen into the c^posite 
extreme; as my inclinations, as well as my 
feelings, would have led me to have conffiied 
myself principally to the leading objects of 
my voyage, the natural histmyof tfaeislaiMland 
the manners and customs of the inhabltailt§» 
could I but have persuaded myself that I 
could have done so with propriety, Havii^ 
as just observed, taken no part what»ve|r in 
politics, and having frequently been engaged 



kirf^EcuraKms pSt:a disti^iiq9 from R^ikevig^ 
I affi of jQourse ignor^tit f4 qdiich that pateed 
^b^^e^ ^n# it mu9t,bie remembered that tbe 
fPfpiqn4^ V^y parrative that rests upon aqr 
own authority is far from great ; but the re- 
mainder I have beafi enabled to fill up in a 
inannef at least equally authentic^ having 
been inrnished with various documents 
through the kindness of Captain Jones^ as 
well as with a complete statement * of the 
whole by Count TraAip^ drawn up with 
the view of being laid before the British 
government^ and with a similar^ but more 

V 

* This sMtment waa originaDy accompanied by a 
consideraUe number of lett^i^ protests^ &c.> to which 
k refers in ahaio&t every page^ but which I have never 
fcenj and I maf, probablj> from this cause, hare been 
M t;9 40 lets juatke to the oooiitthan wwld Jurre been 
the case^had I had an opportwdtj ^ eopsvdting them. 
It i» neceasary at the saioie time to rdmarki that, of the 
;eventa which took pkoe after the impri«oomeiit of the 
count, he only speaks fkxmi these docnmeiits> or from 
•iafonttation wfaadi he recaved verbally from the io- 
JMhitants of Reikevig, a iew days previous to his leaving 
Inland, . and this ixlay accoust for some passages which 
appear to me to be exaggerated, and which, had the 
cjrftumstattces been related from the count's own 
koa^edge, woald not have crept into hh narrative. 
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extended^ statement by Mr. Jwgensea*, 
detailing at full lengthy not only tlie things 
that occurred^ but the causes that pl^ceded 
and gave birth to them. Thus^ then^ pro^ 

* This getttleman I have already had occanioa to 
loentioiied more thaiji once in my journal; butj m he 
has, in what follows^ to appear as the principal actor> 
it is right to give some farther account of him ; that 
the transaction may be shewn in its proper Hgbt^ and 
that it may not be thought that Mr. Phelps^ a subject 
of Great 'Britain J hasj by taking a part in a matter 
unauthorised by his country^ transgressed her laws.-— 
Mr. Jorgensen^ though born of respectable parents at 
Copenhagen^ at an early age entered into the British 
service as an apprentice on board a^collier; after which, 
he employed himself in such other vessels of various 
descriptions as he thought most likely to* promote the 
object be had in view, that of attaining the highest 
perfection in seamanship. He th^n entered our navy, 
in which, a£ter much hard service and many long and 
difficult voyages, he made himself complete master of 

; navigation, as well as of the naval laws of Great Britain'; 

' and imbibed, according to his own words; together with 
his knowledge of nautical atilkirs, the maxims, the prin- 
ciples, and the prejudices of Englishmen. At the age 
of twenty-five, having been absent from his native coun- 
try ten or twelve years, the whole of which he had spent 
in the British jiervice, >he returned to Copenhagen in the 
year 1806. In that city he was at so little pains to con- 
peal his pplitictil sentiments respecting England j that he 
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>rided^ I piroceed wkhcmt &rdi6r pit&oe to 
the sketdi of a revolati<m^ which «o far dif- 
fers from all others of our times, that,, . ia 
acGoippIi^ing it, only twelve men were em- 



crei^ted himself a number of enemies by declaring his 
partiality towards a country^ under whos6 flag be bad 
so latdy and so long served^ and by reprobating in tbs 
most open manner the tyranny and usurpation of the 
French; a nation^ whose opinions and principles be 
found were improved of by the greater part of hit 
countiymen. "Shortly after the late expedition^ sent by 
Great Britain against Copenhagen, the Crown Prince 
entered into an alliancet offensive and defensive^ with 
France I which was followed by a decree, calling upon 
persons of all ranks and descriptions, from the age of 
eighteen to fifty^ to serve, in some capacity or other, in 
support of their country ; in consequence of which, Mr. 
Jorgensen took the command of the Admiral Juul, a 
privateer of twenty-eight guns, in which, proceeding 
towards Flamborough Head, he fell in with two British 
ships of war, the Sajppho and the Clio. The former he 
immediately engaged -, but^ after aii action of forty-one 
minutes, was obliged to strike his colors, and was landed 
as a prisoner at Yarmouth ; whence he was taken to 
London, where he signed his parole, and remained, till 
the circumstances, of which the following narrative ia 
intended to convey an account, induced him twice to 
leave the kingdom, without permission from the British 
government, and consequently to break his parole i 



|iofed^ not a life nu lotk, not a dnptS 
hiooA warn fhed^ wA a gon fiied^ nor a sdne 
vitfbeatfied. 

IK 

The island of Iceland^ from its climate 
wA sitnationy and firom the exceeding bar- 
nomess of its scnl^ is necessarily compelled 
at all times* to depend for a considerable 
part of its supplies of provisions upon foreign 
countries; so that^ even in those seasons 
wl^ich may be accounted the most favorable^ 
it dees nc^ produce sufficient for the maiuh 
tenance of its scanty popuIati<m; and^ as 
often as an unusually severe winter proves 
destructive to the cattle of its inhabitants^ 
or an unproductive fishery prevents them 
ii^m laying up their winter stores of dried 
* cod and salmon^ nothing but the most abun- 
dant imports can avert an actual famine. 
Such imports in time of peace the parent 
state of Denmark baa found no difficulty in 

though he did «o> not only without any intention of 
serving against Great Britain^ but^ as wsa shewed by 
the event in the first instance^ and in the second by the 
proclamation issued in Iceland^ with the Ail! determina* 
tion of returning to England. 
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fimishmg fmm her Bumeroiis ports in Nor- 
way^ as well as from Gc^nhagen^ but sinoe 
the breafking out tA tiie pceaent unfortaiiiatt 
war between this country and Great Britaio; 
the naral superiority of, the latter has ren* 
dered ^aU communication between .tbe,l^rmer 
and ber cc^onies most precariou^^ atidj^ 
wretched Icelanders have experienced tb^ 
greatest difficulty in procuring even the poor 
suf^liea necessary for their bare subsistence. 
Sensible of the miserable and d^ncdesf 
state of this island^ it has therefi^re been the 
generous wish of the British governmei^ 
that it should be suffered to remain in' a 
state of virtual neutrality^ and th^r haye of 
kte gone much fitrtber^ and even gnmtad 
licences to proteGt vessels belong^g to the 
Danes employed in the conveyance of pi^9r 
visions and other articles of necessity^ and to 
permit English ships to carry similar cargoes 
thither. '^ An humane interest/Vto use the 
words of Count Tramp, *'has been shewn by 
the English in the fate of the inhabitants^ 
for which they will ever with gratitude 
remember the exalted philanthropist. Sir 
Joseph Banl&s, who on this occasion under- 
took to advocate their cause.'* 
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As yety fao^v^, no eommercial com- 
intttriettion had taken place between the 
£oglish and Icelanders, and it unfortunately 
happened thiat the first visit they were 
destined to receive from our countrymoi was 
of a imture but ill calculated to impress them 
with favorable sentiments towards ns ; for^ 
benevolent as were the intentions of our 
government, no public notification had been 
made of them, and they were consequently 
of no avail in preventing the depredations of 
our privateers; one of which, in 1808, uiider 
the command of Captain Gilpin, came to the 
ishind, and landed an armed force, wbtch 
took away from the public chest upwards of 
thirty thousand rix-dollars that ware appro^ 
priated to the maintenance of die schools 
^nd the poor. 

Far different from this was the object of 
Mr. Phelps, an eminent and honorable mer- 
chant in London, who, having accidentally 
learned from Mr. Jorgensen that a large 
quantity of Icelandic produce, and par- 
ticularly of tallow, was lying ready for ex- 
portation in the ports of thaf island, con- 
ceived the project of opening a direct comK 



oiirai^ttidn^ likelf to prove equally beneficial 
i^hoth parlies; and, withdut delay, fieigiited 
a vessel oalled the Qaretiee, at Li^^rpool, 
fbr the purpose, in doing which, to avoid all 
possible cause for umbrage, he, according to 
ftlr. Jbrgensen, applied to government -;fbr 
permission to export no other articles biit 
uch as were absolutely necessary for* the 
subsistence of the inhabitants, as barleys- 
meal, potatoes, and salt, with a very small 
proportion of rum, tobacco, sugar, and cofi^, 
not exceeding ten tons ; taking especial care 
not to send out any British manufiK^tured 
goods, and thereby give room for a chaise 
^at he merely wished to make the island 
a depository for prohibited articles, which 
Alight thence be afterwards smuggled into 
the continent* This ship was furnished with 
a letter of marque, but still, in order to 
•prove the honorable intentions of the mer* 
chant, it was expressly stipulated vnth tiie 
owner,' that the captain, Mr. Jackson, should 
not seize or capture any vessel, either in the 
ports of Iceland or in sight of its coasts; and 
in case that he should in any way violate 
the agreement, the owner should be liable 
to the forfeiture of ^8,000, In this ship 
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Af r* Jorgensen hiinsel^ whose JcnowMge ivf 
|be Danish language and genera). ao^piatQtr 
Anoe with $ffam of this natuie made him 
emhieotly serviceable, emb^fced^ together 
mith Mr» Savigoiac, an Eng^idbmaii %m^ 
fJoyed as superoargo; and^ setting eut in 
the latter end of December, they* arrived at 
JiOeland in the beginning of the following 
nyonth, January, 1809; having performed 
the voyage at a time of die year considered 
IP dangerous for sii^h an att^ipt, that 
'$Af. Phelps, waM unable to find duy under-* 
writers that wonid consent to insure the 
yrMe <^ the cargo* The idea hiwing oe» 
jSMrred to them that the government of the 
islwd would find less difficulty in permitr 
ting i free and open trade to be estaUished 
between the inhabitants and the sapercai^^o, 
epuld aa app^rance be made of the pcoperly 
Jbelonging to neutrals, it was judged ex*- 
pedient to hoist Am«iiican colors, and to 
exhibit a set of papers of the same nation; 
but such an attempt availed . nothing, for 
permission was stffl peremptorily itefiised ibr 
mny part of the cargo to be landed, alAough 
it was acknowledged that the country was in 



ICELANDIC CKTOiiUTION IS 

dtteHfiie want ^f vtrioiis wttdm that wore t>ii 
bo^. :Sbch beingr the casef^ die British 
tokN^ vfeft displayed^ and the licence prb^ 
4ti€bd> bat to no purpose * ; and Mr. Savig^ 
mae^ uitmUing to proceed to ertremitiesi 
was u|)Qli the point of Htuming to England^ 
wiien the natives expressed so strongly their 
anxiety for the landing of the goods^ tliat^ 
in order to brii^ the goTernment to a sense 
of its duly iEind interest^ he thought proper 
to release Captain Jackson from the clause 
in the charter-^party tvhich prevented him 
fipoin making prizes in Iceland^ and to com- 
mence hostilities^ by taking possession of a 
Danish brig^ which had just arrived firoin 
Norwi^ir with provbions. The officers of 

^ Upon the saljeet of permitting a commercial 
itttereoune> Couat Trarap remarks^ that^ '^ the exist- 
iog laws of the couatrj strongly proUbitiDg all tnide 
with foreign nations^ it was the duty of the officers in 
whose hands he had^ at that time> during his absence 
to t^penhagen^ left the management of public affidrs^ 
to ref^e this appliaition."-^t may be so 3 but, surdy, 
a nation which had conducted its^ with 90 much 
lenity and forbearance as ours had dooe toward this 
island, might have expected to have received a better 
return for its kind offices. 



\ 



», 



14 APPENDIX. A* 

the gorerament now seeing tfaeir real sito-^ 
ation^ and fearing lest farther acts, of a 
similar nature should be committed^ found 
themsehres under the necessity of concluding 
a convention, permitting a mercantile con- 
nection to be opened between the inhabitants 
of Reikevig and Mr. Savigniac^ a measure 
that in reality was but of little importance^ 
as the natives were still intimidated by the 
threats of those in power, and dared not 
purchase of the English; so that every thing 
went on, as before, through the hands of 
the Danish factors, who bought only just 
enough for their own immediate use. How 
hard this was, will immediately be seen, when 
it is known that of all the various articles 
on board the Clarence two only were on any 
terms to be procured in Iceland, salt and grain, 
the latter of which was entirely monopo- 
lized by government, and not to be purchased 
at a lower rate than twenty-two dollars per 
barrel, a price that virtually amounted to a 
prohibition, as it rendered it quite out of 
the reach of many even of the higher classes 
of the inhabitants. Mr. Savigniac, on the 
contrary, offered his at considerably I 
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tbidEi. half ilMs iH*ice, but piill no purcbaser^'^ 
ysjfere to be fotind^ nor oould be procure even 
tRllovr Of any other kind of Icelandic pro« 
duce in. excbange for it; so^ entirely. foiled 
in his expectations^ he was under the neces- 
sity of determining to remain himself* in 
the qoul^try^ and take care of his valuable 

* It is but fair to remarkj that the time, of year^ in 
some measure^ prevented so ready a sale of the cargo 
as Mr. Savigniac seems to have expected^ though 
Coant Tramp attributes the failure to a different 
cause, and assents that the ship was loaded with 
luxuries instead of nece86ari^.-*To uise his words, 
'' this little town (Reikevig) was now overstocked 
with luxuries of all descriptions, that could not but find 
a slow and tardy sale, at a season of the year when the 
commerce could only be carried on with the inhabitants 
of the town, and its immediate vicinity ; for it is only 
in the month pf Jime that a degree of communication, 
intercourse, and barter between the moi-e distant towns 
and parts of the country begins to take place in Iceland. 
Of real necessaries, on the contrary, such as the coun- 
try wanted, and ifor which there was at that time In palr- 
ticular a demand, only a very inconsiderable quanlily 
was Imported, so that, partly owing to thes^causep, 
and partly to extravagant sacrifices and expences, and 
to rash and imprudent speculations and general mb- 
managements, it was not long before it was reported that 
thib jiew establishment turned out a losing concern. *^*^ 
Ctmnt Tramp* s Narrativt, 



l6 APtmiOix^ A, 



ch^rge^ hojnng ibr more favorable times, wMk 
Mr. Jof^nsen returned to England with 
tlie Clarence in ballast^ having prevldnsljr 
restored the Danish brig to her owners. 

The governor. Count Tramp, who had 
been absent at Copenhagen during these 
transactions, was apprised of them on his 
return to Iceland on the 6th of June, IS09, 
and he observes, upon the subject, in his 
statement, that, ^^ mortified as he felt at a 
convention of this kind, concluded with an 
armament unauthorised to enforce it; jet, 
nevertheless, acknowledging the sacredness 
of contracts, he had no idea of curtailing in 
any respect the rights thereby granted to 
British subjects, though Mr. Savigniac him* 
self, by acting contrary to the convention, 
had long since given him sufficient cause to 
have dissolved it.*' — In the early part of the 
same month. Captain Nott, of his majesty's 
sloop of war the Rover, arrived in the conn- 
try, and an opportunity was thus ofiered 
to Count Tramp, as well to prove the sin- 
cerity of his intentions, as to render the 
most essential service possible to Iceland, by 
fixing all matters in dispute upon a per-^ 



itetttbt kms with m officer ithom he loofced 
upoA an no less 'qutiUfled to enter into ift 
i^wmMt ^aR abte to enlbrce f be ^ibeetn^ 

On the l6ch 0f Jtt&e a (sonvMtioii wt6 
t66t^H^3r conchided between Captain Nott 
^d Cc^nt Tramp, by which it Was dtipvt- 
Ittted that British subjects should hame a free 
Ib^tde on the ishxkd during the war^ but that 
tti^iy* frhoiild be subject at the same time t6 
laws. iThe governor proceeds in his 



^ The f^Ungs of the governor I cannot express better 
than in his own wordsj *' I must beg leave to remark 
thatj from the existing warlike relations^ I di(! not 
view with indifierence the arrival of an armed force 
belonging to his British Majesty^ with the objects of 
which in these parts I was unacquainted^ and the 
peaceable ^proceedings of which no convention secured. 
My duty^ therefore, imposed upon me to take every 
possible means of precaution j but, having been assured 
that <!^aptain Nott was far from intending any hostility 
against the country, I could not but wisb» under the 
existing circumstances, that a compact entered into 
with a man acting under public authority should 
establish a firm and understood relation between the 
inhabitants of Iceland and those British subjects who 
were settled there already, or who might cotne hereafter 
for the purposes of trade/* 

VOL. II. C 
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narrative to assure v^, that he iiniliediately 
.gave orders that a number of copies .o£ this 
convention should be printed, and circulated 
throughout all parts of the island^ and more- 
over that^ as this was an operation that re- 
quired some time^ the country afl^njling but 
one press, which was situated manjr. mites 
distant from Reikevig, be, : still farthei;^;Jx> 
assist its publicity, and to cause it to be 
known in the vicinity of the reaidenci^ of 
the following officers, issued a notificatiq^ 
to both the Amptmen in the couotry,; . M^ 
Thoransen and Mr. Stephensen ^^ and also 
gave orders to the Landfogued, Mr. Frydens- 

* I should fear that the tardiness of these officers in 
executing the count's orders must be accounted one of 
the principal causes of the events he afterwards com- 
plained of; for, among other papers with which I 
have been furnished by Captain Jones, is one con- 
taining a narrative of the revolution, f>y the Etatsroed 
Stephensen, in his own hand writing, in which, after 
mentioning the circumstance of the imprisonment of 
the count, he speaks of the convention with Captain 
Nott« From this, it does not appear, although he 
acknowledges the receipt of the copies of the con- 
vention, both by him and his brother, that they took 
any pains to make ' the contents known in their 
neighborhood. His words are, '* on the same day 
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berg> and to Mr. Koefoed^ a Syisselman^ to 
make the contents publiC' ii{i their neighhoN 
hood. The convention was hkewise ishewa 
to Mr. Savigniac for his pernsaL 

■« , • * , 

(Sunday^ the 24th. of June) the said coaventioa with 

Captian Nott^ left the pres8> to which Count Tramps 
about six days ago, delivered ii, for the purpose df 
ha^ng it printed} and at the same time communicated 
a copy: of the convention to myself and -ttti& baififf 
Stephen Ste^ensen, but the dount was already con- 
fined, before a printed copy could be received by him.** 
It will he remembered, that the convention was con- 
cluded on thie 16th. I^he press is indeed a long dky*s 
journey distant from Reikevtg by landi but it is possible 
to gpo by water to within a few miles of the 9pot, aqd 
half a day is sufficient time for the voyage. — ^Perhaps 
the disposition of the Etatsroed towards the English 
cannot* be better explained than by giving the follow- 
ing tratislation of an extract from that gentleman's 
pamphlet, containing a history of the Sol of the Ice- 
landers (Pucus pdlfnatwj, printed at Copenhagen, 1808. 
I have noticed the work in one or two places in my 
journal, without any reference to the political matters 
with which it is intet^petsed. 



** To the good Inhabitants of Iceland. ** 

'' Dbaa Countrymbn ! 

** Odin*s Goddesses, Bdlonse, afflict our northern 
countries. They have at last shot their murderouQ and 
fiery arrows into our king^s residence, in a manner 
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thmigh I Wdtitd tie far ftotn qoestidi^Hig the 
good iiltentions diid tb^ sincerity of ths 
countj or the correcttfes^ of his statenieifit^i 
stilly admitting them to be strictly true^ 
idmd istrange neglect had dertainly fakeh 
place; for the convention had not been 
printed at the period of our arrival, thoi^h 
five days had elapsed from it» signature, the 
half of whieh \<^ould have be^tt sufficfeflt fbf 
the piirpd^e, 6ven supposing it tb have been 
sent by land ; and^ what is of most conse- 
quence, but is omitted in his narrative, a 
^ pFoclamatiokt had b^en dii^persed over the 

equally treacherous and shameful. They have, under 
the mask of hypocrisy, stolen into his country, to rob 
him of his fleet, and to plunder his kingdom, which was 
of aU in Europe the most happy, owing to nearly an 
hundred years* peace. They have captured a number 
of Danish, Norwegian^ and Icelandic merchant-ships. 
With violence and treacheiy have they provided the well- 
merited hatred of our nation, and roused us to arms, in 
defence of our king, our country, and our liberty. They 
have surrounded our coasts with ships of war, to 
destroy our commerce, and to prevent aH ittlp6rf&tion 
of the most common n^ee^aries hirto oKr countries, 
thereby to the utmost of their polirer t^fitisingf miaery 
and the loss of lives •'* 



r 
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m the tomrn^ £>rbiddjpgp.a^y il^tivp to tmde 
wiiii fhe.fio^lith^ undir |>ain of dmth^ Tbk 
pnich0iftli$m bad been prkiled darj^^ the 
abaeiK^ lof th^ oowC^ Imt kfiptm » <?k^t till 
bis iairmU a»d w^s o^rt^ioJy ismid by his 

While things were in this state in Iceland^ 
Mr. Phelps had beeri pJanf^Ing a seq^n^ ?x- 
pf)dit>on^ prqifired wil^ miOfe oare tbftn ^he 
forni^r, und op^n^a wore e«t^ive sc^k, 
.wijl^ the hope of aocomplishju;^ h|is f^prite 
project^ a^d of repairing the losses he had 
siistaijD^. He tli^i^efore^ early in the s\xj9X-^ 
n»er^ got i^ady iu Loodoo the Margiuret and 
Anne^ a fine ship carrying ten guns^ pro- 
vided with a letter of marque^ and loaded 
with a cai^o of such articles ^as had been 
pointed out by Mr. Savigniac as tnost If kely 
to be saleable^ and he^ at the same time^ dis-' 
patched the Flora, a brig, with grain for the 
use of the island. So mooh had he this ob«> 
ject at hearty that he determined himself to 
sail in the former of these vessels, to avoid 
all mistakes, and see that ' nothing might 
interrupt the harmony he hoped to find 
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established ; and be took with him Mr^ 
Jorgensen^ whose acquaintance with the 
transactions' that had taken place during 
the winter^ added to his knowledge of the 
Icelandic merchants and of the Danish lari- . 
guage, with which they are all acquainted, 
rendered him of the highest importance to 
the success of the undertaking. 

On the 21st of June, only two or three 
days after the departure of the Rover, the 
Margaret and Anrie came to an anchor in 
Reikevig harbor, and Mr. Savigniac imme^. 
diately proceeded on board, wh^e he in^ 
formed Mr. Phelps of the obstructions * to 
the trading with the British, of the arrival 

* I feel myself bound to mention that Count Tramp, 
in his narrative, expressly denies any obstructions of 
this nature^ referring to a document, which I have 
never seep, signed by five of the established merchants 
of Reikevig, dated the 1st of September, 1809, ^' by 
which," he says, '' it is evidently proved that the accu- 
sations against the civil officers and citizens of the 
country are unfounded, and that they were invented 
and set afloat by the managers of the concern, only with 
a view of providing a cloak for themselves in the ac- 
count they were going to render to their principals fo^- 
the losses occasioned by their own misconduct,'* 
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of !Gloa»t''Trftfnp, and of €tke cdnvciltioiir 
betwech Capliaih Nott and .the latter. 

/''",.'.'■ ' . ' ■ ' 

Mr; Pfae}p95 <m ifaeariog that .such a; con^ 
ventionrhad beeii: entered into, remained se*. 
rearkl ^ys without landing any part of hi& 
cargo, in the expeetation that it wi^ild be 
delivered to him in\ an: official ncmnner> or 
^Hfould,. at leasts be pdsted up in difierent 
parts of Reikevig* No such thing, how*. 
^ ever, happened, but, on the: contrary, the 
proclamation, before alluded to was stiiL 
regaided as continuing in forc^, nor was 
it ^ver, at any subsecjuent time> publicly 
repeated ; so that in tlie month of Jufie, a: 
season of the year when by far the. g^ter* 
nUmber of the natives make a journey to 
Reikeyig for the sake of barter, scarcely a^ 
individual of this description, was. se^ ;; all. 
naturally dreading to eizpose themselves to< 
the severe punishment threatened by such 
a proclamation, and knowing that, except 
from the English, nothing of what they 
wanted was to be procured. 

Such then being the situation of Mr. 
Phelps' affiurs, and the convention Temain-r 
ing unpublished as late as the 25th of the 
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SKmtb, this gaitlenan felt thst longer dtlajr 
would be materially prgudicial to his in* 
terests^ and that he must consequently be 
under the necessity of having recourse to 
measures, no more consonant to his inclina- 
tion ihan to his feelings. He thertfora 
gave orders to Captain Listen, the master 
of the Mai^ret and Anne, by virtue of 
the power granted him by his letter of 
marque, to seize the person of the governor^ 
and detain him as his prisoner; directing 
him, also, immediately before he took sucii 
a step, to make a prize of the Orion, a 
brig belonging to Count Tramp, provided 
with a licence from the British government, 
which she had, according to Mr. Jorgensen, 
forfeited, by fitst carrying her cargo to Nor- 
way, arid there disposing of it, and taking 
in another*" for Iceland. Mr. Listen, in 
pursuance of these directions, laiided twelve 

* A part>ef this enrgo, tcoording to Couat DeatDp^ 
ceneisting of goods to the ndue of sis thousfuKi rix4» 
dollars of Danish currency^ was intended tp hare beea 
distributed gratis among the distressed Icelanders^ a 
circumstance of which I am persuaded Mr. Phelps and 
Mr. Jorgensen were ignorant^ or they would not have 
allowed so benevolent a design to have beeq fni»- 
trat^. 
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at %he 4QQr of ^gQvevm^'fk l»oQ«e, eoteml^: 
tt^i^^thfr with Mr* Phelps, the room m: 
which :be was i^itting with Mr. KlMfo^-tnd 
made him bin pfi^oii^^ witbmt Any r«$irtn 
aaoe on his part: tWn loeking tibe dAm^ 
of his o^Boe^ ta whioh he allowed iHm 
^oiiirt to affix his own soalfy ho/coRduated 
hiia uacher an armed ^escort on board the 
IMms^x^ aod Anne. The wbcde of this was 
done without any attempt at oottoaalineafe 
in the most public time of the meat fiiifobo 
day of the we^t ^ Sitnd^ afternoon^ after 
divii^ service^ so that it affords the skrai^est 
mAewf^ in favor of Mn JForgensen's assorin 
tiw, tbiut the traosa^dcm itself eonld not he 
displeasing to the natives^ many of wfaoi^* 
w^re. loitering about the plaia before the 
house^ with their long poles in their hahda 
spiked wkh iron, which thjey use Ibr walking 
upon the snow, aiul which Ihey might have 
now employed as o&oai ve weapons ; instead 
of which' they looked on with the most 
perfect indifference, though they were in such 



* Tkte wfts shortly afterwante broken ojpeii> and si! 
Uie pap^ffr »ub9««ted to esuminatiofi. 
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numbers liiat ohe half of them could with 
ease have overpowered the invalids who were 
stationed to guard the door; for it is suf-' 
fidently known^ that in time of war the' 
cfews of merchant*ships consist of such men 
only as are unfit for the service of his 
Majesty. Mr. Phelps^ having taken this 
step, was aware that, as a British subject, he 
had it not in his power to establish or ev^ 
to maintain in the island any form of govern* 
ment witibout the consent of his own ; but 
he was at the same time futly sensible' of 
the necessity of some regular authority being 
constituted, till more decisive measures could 
be taken for the welfare of the country ; and 
it was therefore determined that Mr. Jor- 
gensen, not* being a subject of the crown of 
Gr^at Britain, or responsible to it for his 
actions^ should assume for the present the 
chief command. . Conformably to such a 
determination, this gentleman immediately 
commenced the exercise of his power by 
issuing a proclamation*, which in the first 



* The extracts tossaJlm^m'mM m the two following 
proclamations published by -Mr. Jorgensen I have 
thought it best to insert alaiost Terbatim from Count 
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ortiole declares^ that nil Danish aothorityiis 
dmolmLiD Iceland: in the fourth thataima 
atid^ ammunition of all kinds are to be given 
wp; in the. sixth that tlie keys of privalb 
warehouses and shops^ money, aeobunts aad 
paipers^ belonging to, or eoncerning, .the 
interests of the king of Denmark or Danish 
merchants, shall, likewise, be ddivered^ ; in 
Ihe second third and. fifth articles^ it orders 

• 

Tramp's statement of them^ with many of his com- 
ments, that I mijght be the less liable to be alcciised of 
partiality; but I have printed literal translations of the 
originak in the Appendix B. (See Nos. 1^ % and 5.) 
Nos. 3 and 4 are copies of other proclamations of less 
>miiorMnce> and not noticed by Count Tramp. 

*,This was preparatory to the confiscation of all 
Danish property $n the island ; upon which subject I 
must beg leave to make use of Mr. Jorgensen's own 
words. '' This," he observes, ** was absolutely neces- 
sary,' for, if such property had been permitted to have 
been taken away, the country would have been extreme- 
ly impoverished, since all goods, property, and mer- 
chandise on the island belonged to the Danes, as well 
all that lay in the store-houses, as even what the poor 
peasant had in the field; for the lower classes were 
generally deeply in debt to the Danish factors. It was 
likewise just and • proper to detain all such property, 
whether public or private; for Iceland had certain funds 



all Db,ubb to temmn Tnthm their own hoaiCB^ 
andfAohibits eveiy one from hoUkig C6m^ 
jonnication mth them: the ninth «rtiGla 
threatens those who act contrary to th(» 
Aeeree with being brought before a military 
ooiirt .9ad shot within two hours ; while by 
the eighth tenth and eleventh' articles, are 
pvomised to all native Icelanders undis- 
turbed tranquility and a felicity hitheit^ 
unknown *• 

t 

in CofeeSugtiBk, for which it mi^t be wnsi^eved a sett 
of equnraleat. Some yeais ago, a gKst eruption took 
place from Mount Hecla, which daitrojped a number of 
people and rained many. In ]>enmark and other 
countries a large «um of money was eoUeoted by sub* 
scription for the relief of the suffering Inhabitants on 
the island^ and deposited in Copenhagen^ The sunb 
pnocured in such a m&nner have positively never been 
paid to the Icelanders, but detained by the Danish go* 
vernment. Also, to indenwify Danish merchants for 
their losses by property confiscated, the court at Copen- 
hagen has nothing to do, but to order them to be paid 
from the Icelandic funds ^ and so could the merchants 
not be sufferers, and there would still remain a surplus, 
which would more than indemnify government for 
what public property was seized. *' 

* P^rhapa with a view of obtaining his shi^re in the 
general felicity held forth by this proclamation, a poor 
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Ott tto ^teing df the saine 4^y, «^{idtri»i 
<Im ft tecMlc} prodlamttioto^' pMdeeding mtiell 
fliftbef tbfln the other^ atf d d«cre6kig in its 
ftlBt artide, tiiitt Icelaitd should b^. ftid«^ 
jpendent (if Drntinaiic; aM in the fifths th^t 
a: vepubiioan coifMittrtfam aj^ould be intit^ 
dttted^ iifiitlaf «^ that whieh Mkt^ htfdn 
the country was united to Norway in the 
ftifMetith centuty, but, tiH this eould be 

peasant presented a brief to his Excellency, Governor 
jorgensen, who ^vored me with the following transla- 
tion: 



t€ 



J Petttumfrom Bmme narktun, , 

Sheweth, 

x 

" That in the year 1805, toy wife Thorailn (Junn- 
llEiiigdatter was seaten^isd to two years labor in the Ice- 
landic work-house, only for the simple thing of stealing 
a sheep, which besides was nothing at all to me. The 
separation which took place accordingly, occasioned 
that I wlEts compelled to take a young girl as my house- 
keeper, who other wbe much recommended henself by 
her ability and fidelity. The consequence of these cir- 
tiitns^nces was that the glri produced two little girls, 
aMi^ dich other, wbose &ther I am. We wefe then 
i^rated by Order of the ttnagisti-ates, and in this man- 
ner lau^t the education of two iiinocent, but at the t^mt 
dibe right haad^ome little girls, regain neglected, titt- 
iess dhe as mother, itt conjiiiictbh with me as fether. 
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iettled by tbe representatives of the pecyple^ 
•llowiRg by the sixth article^ to. the existing, 
aiithorities the option of remaining in their 
respective situations. In the tenth article 
it is declared that the country shall be. put 
in a state of defence: tbe twelfth annuls 
all debts due to Danish merchants in the 

is not hindered firom fpllowiag the irresistible diotatea 
of nature in the care and education of the children. 
But this cannot be done if we are not allowed to marry^ 
and I humbly beg Mr. Bishop Videlin*s declaration > sd 
much the more so, as I am convinced of the justice of 
my cause. 

'* I also commit my life and worldly happiness to 
your Excellency's gracious consideration. 

'' With the confidence and attachment of a subject, 

^' BlARNE ThORLEVSBU*" 

Skridnafell within Barderstrand Syssel, 
Ist August, 1809. 

To his Excellency, Mr. Jorgen Jorgensen, Protector of the 
whole Island of Iceland, and Chief Commander by 

Sea and Land. 

» 

As my readers may wish to learn the fate of Mr. Biarne 
Thorlevsen and his feiithful girl^ I will add that upon 
iarther inquiry on the part of the bishop into the affair^ 
he found that the wife was anxious for a separation from 
her husband^ when there remained no obstacle to his 
wishes of entering a second time into the marriage state. 
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cqfUQtry or. alnro^dji ,and prohibits^ clandegtipe 

pfym^iit of th^iQy under pain : of the indi* 

.yidi;^^, heyv^ compelled again to pay jl^ 

same amount to the new governor: the 

thirteenth tprQvides against , the prices of pro- 

• visions' b^ng exorbitant : ' the fourteenths 

'takes dff the half of all taxes to be levied 

upon the inhabitants till the 1st of July^ 

, 1810: by the eighteenth^ all communication 

•.witlu Danish ships is forbidden : the second 

third and fourth guarantee personal safety 

and property^ and payments of pensions^ 

&c. ; while the nineteenth extends the sanie 

protection to Danes who do not intermeddle 

.in the political afiairs of the island. 

It may be observed, that the number of 

representatives that were to have been sent 

. were three from the southern ampt, one from 

' the eastern ampt, two from the northern, and 

two from the western ampt. 

The government-house was from this time 
occupied by Mr. Jorgensen, and all public 
business was as usual transacted in the 
office belonging to it. The salaries of the 






8ft JUVriHDK. A« 

various bfficew under govefrnrirent were ftlto 
l>^id; and they bo hr appeared satisfied* 
^h the present arrangements that none of 

I 

^ ThU iiBitiiilu;tk»&> M judge from the remkrkA ef 
Cbunt Trainp and the IkatsttMdj.existai only in ap- 
feiirance, since the former 8ay8> ^'Thus^ a i^ew order 
of things^ presenting to Tiew all the miseries that can 
i^pring from boundless despotism^ was forced upon an 
itinocent people^ loyal and feithful to th^ir king. The 
Danes that had been in pubiic employmeiitB^ who were 
now deprived of their places, and laboring uhder a 
suspicion otherwise honorable to themselves, of detest- 
iDg the introduced changes^ and meditating schemes 
for the tkll of the usurper, and who were on that ac- 
6oimt exposed to the sattie peinsecutions and ill treat- 
ment of wjiich so many instanced had been >seen^ 
resolved to depart from a country where^ with their 
best wishes, for want of means and assistance they 
found no possibility of being useful. Many natives 
in ptibUc functions followed their example in resigning, 
whose offices were filled with the most unqualified p^- 
(tons, by notorious drunkards and flatterers^ who were 
indebted only to their officiousness as spies and calum- 
niators for the favor and protection of the new ruler.*' 
—The latter, after mentioning some of the most severe 
articles in the proclamation^ proceeds to affirm that 
''they did expand a general hoA'or all over the country^ 
and that only the rascality of a few people did approve 
them, for the gain of money and for the sake of getting 
some share in the disturbed government or rather in the 



* 
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the principal ones resigned their situations^ 
though some few * in private expressed their 
dissatisfaction at the republican form of 
government about to be established ; it seem^ 
ing to them absurd that an island, to which 
nature had denied all internal resources^ 
should be proclaimed in a state of inde- 
pendence which it necessarily wanted the 
means of supporting. The bishop^ however, 
and many of the clergy, at a yearly meet- 
ing-f* of the synod, signed a document, ia 
which they expressed their satisfaction at 

high anarchy here. Very indebted officers/being misled 
by £air promises of more ^alaries^ did submit or approve 
the altered form> to their lasting shame for having 
dispensed with that homage and duty they owed to 
their native soil. Many good officers resigned their 
situations^ the most did not give in the least declara- 
tion. tVe ("Magnus and Stephen Stephensen), the Etats- 
roed and Amptman of th^ western part of the island,* 
declared our wish to administer our offices only for the/ 
present year and according to th^ laws of our country.** 

* These persons, however, it must be confessed, were 

«> 

equaUy averse to their former government. 

. • ■ •• 

t Count Tramp asserts that 'this meeting was At- 
tended only by a few 6t the clergymen of the neighbor- 
hood, '^ who were surprised into a declaration in favor qf 
VOL. 11. . D . 
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the ^tent situation of affairs^ and declared 
tfaei^ 'willingness to support it^. exhorting all 
classes of people to do the same. 



Many, likewise, of the natives, came for- 
ward, conformably to the tenth article of the 
last prdclamation, with an offer of their 
services, for the purpose of forming a body 



Joi^nsen^ while all the rest in ^he island renrained 
unshaken in their allegiance 3*' and he adds in other 
parts of his narrative that^ 'f though the proclamation 
of the 26th of June had struck a dread into the minds, 
of people that could not easily be removed^ and though 
means were taken to keep it up^ partly by daOy scencis 
of violence and partly by an armed force from the cre^ 
ci the Margaret and Anne perpetually patrolling tbe 
streets^ still the new state was by most people considered 

f a bubble^ and the public officers in particular^ who 
ought to have been the first to have paid their homage^ 
did not do it^ but some laid down their offices^ and 
others declared they would only hold them for the 

' g6od of the country by virtue of the same authority 
under which they had hitherto acted!*' — He likewise 
stigmatizes the motives as well as the conduct of those 
who attached themselves to Mr. Jorgensen^ calling them 
''a. contemptible band of idle piersons' and men of 
ruined fortunes^ attracted by his being beyond measure 

lavish of the sums of money amassed by his plunder^ 

> 

And by the pompous promises that he daily retailed oh 
paper or held forth in his harangues." 



.' 
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of soldiers; but^ for want of a sufficient 
stipply of arms^ as^ thongh a stearch had 
b^en made in the houses at Reikevig the 
tfay aftier Count Tramp's depoi^ition^ only 
twenty or thirty old foivling-pieces, ihost of . 
them uselesk^ and a few swords and pistols 
had been found, the tiumber of those en- 
gaged was necessarily restricted to eight * 
men, who, dressed in green tiniforms, armed 
with swords and pistols, and mounted on 
good ponies, scoured the country in various 
directions, intimidating the Danes, and 
making themselves highly useful to the 
new governor in securing the goods and 
property that were to be confiscated. As a 
farther act of authoritv, and^ to shew the 
clemency intended to be pursued, four pri- 
soners confined in the Tught-huus, or house 
of correction^ one of the .most considerable 
buildings belonging to the town, were re- ' 
leased, and the place itself converted into 
barracks for the soldiers. Some of the troop 
were soon employed in seizing the persons 
of two of the civil officers, the Landfogued, 
Mr. Frydensberg, and Assessor Einersen'*, 

^ See journal vd. L page 89> for a farther accchmt r 
of this transaction. . 
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who were kept in coafinement^ the former 
for one nighty the latter for eight or ten 
day Sj both upon a charge of being at the 
head of a conspiracy to raise a number of 
; men^ who were^ after securing the English 
in the town^ to have attacked the Margaret 
and Anne and made prisoners of her crew. 
The shops and warehouses in Reikevig be- 
longing to Danes not resident in Iceland 
•were from the first day put under guards and 
the goods confiscated^ and persons were sent 
to the distant towns to execute the same 
errand. 

Mr. Jorgensen^ having now fixed himself 
in the possession of supreme power^ with 
the title of His Excellency, the Protector 
of Iceland, Commander in Chief by Sea 
and Land, posted up, on the 1 1th of July, 
another proclamation'*, in which it was 
declared in the first article, *^ We Jorgen 
Jorgensen haVe taken upon ourselves the 
government of the country until a regular 
constitution can be estabhshed, with power 
to make war and ponclude peace with foreign 
potentates;'' in the second it is stated that 

*. * SeQ.Ajipendix B.^ No. 5. 
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the soldiery (consisting as just mentioned of 
eight natives) had chosen him. to be their 
leader, and to conduct the whole military 
department: by the third article a new flag 
is appointed for Iceland, the honor of which . 
Mr. Jorgensen promises to defend with his 
life and blopd : the fourth abolishes the an* 
cient iseal of thie country and determines that 
his own private one is to be used until the 

. representatives of the people shall have fixed 
:upon a new one: in the fifth the time 
granted to the civil ofiicers for declaring 
their obedience or resignation is prolonged 
to ten days for the nearest, and four weeks 
for the most distant parts of the country, 
after the expiration of which .period all whp ' 
have not given in their declarations are to 
be suspended from their employments: the 
sixth article announces that aill ofiicers who 
-shall resign are to repair to Westmannoe , 
(Westman's Isles), until an opportunity is 
found to convey them to Copenhagen: the 
seventh promises to that part of the clergy 

' who are willing to declare themselves in his 
favor, that their circumstances shall be bet- 
tered: the eighth repeats the intention of 

^ placing the island in a state of defence: the^ 
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ninth announces die design of sending an 
ambassador to his British Majesty to conr 
elude peace; the tenth contains som^thic^ 
relative to the duties and rights of British 
subjects living in Iceland: the eleventh 
states that none but Icelanders ate qualified 
to , fill public employments : the twelfth 
shews that Mr. Jorgensen int^ds continUf- 
ing in his office until a regular constitution 
is established: the thirteenth ^ain declares 
the confiscation of Panisb property^ which^ 
by the fourteenth^ the Amptmend are ^n^ 
joined to execute: by the fifteenth we learn 
that some x;ivil officers, in order to secure 
tliemselves against the displeasure of the 
king, their master, had expressed a wish that* 
they might he compelled, to exercise their 
public funqtions: the sixteenth article has for 
its <4Dject the upholding of the new governor 
»by forbidding all irreverence towards his 
person; in the seventeenth and last it is 
observed that the laws^ and regulations shall 
remain as before until the new constitution 
is established, except ^ that it is permitted 



* This exception does not at all meet the approbation 
of Count Tramp, who observes, '^ that it is very fevor- 
able for malefactors and suspicious persons/* But tb^ 
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for every Icelander to proceed fix>m place 
to place, and to trade wherever and ia what* 
ever manner he pleases, without having 

■ 

passports from Aoiptnaend or other ajatho* 
rities; and it is decreed tJiat all sentences 
and acts of condemnatiDu must be signed by 
Mr. Jorgensen, before they can he put 4n 
execution. ♦ 

« 

« 

The Icelandic colors'*^ ordained by this, 
proclamation^ containing the representation 



Etatsfoed goes farther^ «ad aaja tfaat^ '^ the pennisfiio]^ 
gpBUfited to ramble without a passport along the country 
is a circumstaidce unheard of in other places^ and aQbrds ' 
▼ery good opportunity to robbers^ murderers^ troops of 
thieves^ and criminals of all sorts to commit mischiefs 
and' crimes unpunished!*' Mr. Jorgensen^ howeverj^ 
Qonfliriers it a just apd necessary dause^^r, accoiding 
to the old laws^ no person could r^nove from, ope dis- 
trict to ^another without a written permission from an 
oflScer 3 in consequence of which it frequently happened 
that this officer would not grant a passport^ without the 
peasant promised to buy the necessary supplies for his 
fiunily from some particular fiictor^ by which he perhaps 
might be compelled to pay doi^ble what would be asked 
by others. 



♦ 

* The true and old ensign of Iceland is a slit cod or 

stock-fish^ environed by an oval' gariand. 
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of three split stockfish upon a dark blue 
^ ground, were shortly afterwards for the first 
time displayed upon the top of one of the 
warehouses of the town, under a salute of 
eleven guns from the Margaret and Anne> 
and were afterwards hoisted upon Sundays, 
and occasionally on other days. Mr. Joi^n- 
sen now, as much perhapi^ for the sake of 
^finding what merchandise could be procured, 
as for the purpose of seeing that his various 
proclamations were respected, accompanied 
by five of his soldiers, made a journey across 
the country to its most northern parts, in the 
^Course of which he was every where received 
with the kindest welcome, as well whilst his 
guard was with him, as on his return when 
only escorted by a single Icelander. In all 
places that he visited, the natives crowded* 
about him to relate the impositions they were 
subjected to by the Danes, and to assure 
him of their satisfaction in the prospect of 
being freed from their tyranny. 

» 

During the time he was occupied in this 
expedition, Mr. Phelps was 'employed in 
executing a part of his Excellency's orders, 
by putting the town' and harbor of Reikevig 
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in a state of defence^ an office he readily un- 
dertook for the secarity of the very consider- 
able property he now had there, as well as 
of that which he still expected from Eng- 
land. For this purpose a battery, denomi- 
nated Fort Phelps, was formed near the 
town, at which the natives, in great num- 
bers, and the crew of the Margat^t and Anne, 
worked with so much alacrity that it was in 
a short time completed, and mounted with 
six guns, that had been dug up from the 
sand on the shore, where they had long been 
lying ; having been sent over from Denmark 
one hundred and forty years ago. 



' The order for the confiscation of all Danish 
property in the island, which was begun to 
be put in execution immediately after the 
publication of the second proclamation, was - 
still more vigorously prosecuted on Mr. Jor- 
gensen's return from the north. The pro- 
perty contained in the shops and warehouses 
.in Reikevig, which had from the first day 
been secured by a guard, was now put under 
. sequestration, and persons were sent for the 
more efiectually enforcing of the decree to 
the distant factories, such as Havnfiord and 
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Koblevig. Among other things^ possession 
was taken of two thousand six hundred rix- 
dollars ^^^ belonging to the public chesty under 
the care of Mr. Adzer Rnudson^ and a seizure 
was made from a Mr. Strube^ of a stock o£ 
talk>w> train-oil^ fish> and woollen goods^ 
belonging to a trading company at Fl^ns-^ 
bttigy and another of a considerable quantity 

* Giant Tramp observes that^ according to a specifi- 
cation drawn up by Mr. Phelps^ the public money forci- 
bly seized in Iceland by Mr. Jorgensen amounted in the 
whole to nineteen thousand two hundred and twenty ' 
rix-dollars^ eighty-six skitlings^ Danish currency. Mr. 
Jorgensen^ however^ who appears to have kept an ex- 
tremely accurate account of money received either by 
confiscation or from the public ofiiccrs^ as well as of 
sums issued in the payment of claries and for other 
public purposes^ states the former at sixteen thousand 
nine hundred and fifty-five rix-dollars> two marks^ and 
eight skillings; and the latter at sixteen thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-^one rix-dollars« five marks^ and four 
skillings. Othier sums were advanced by Mr. Phelps to 
meet the demands of various persons^ but these did not 
come under the head of public expences. It ii^ to be 
remarked^ that Mr. Sysselman Koefioed had collected 
king*s taxeft to the amount of twelve hundt*ed and ninety* 
five dollars^ which were consequently considered as pro-^ - 
perty to be confiscated 3 but as this gentleman had laid 
out the money la the purchase of land^ Mr. Jorgensen 
did not churn any of it. 
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of goods from a mercantile concern esliJi^Usbed 
in Nordbarg. I have already mentioned the 
circumstance of the ship Orion ^ being mi^df^ 
a prize: possession was now likewise taken 
of the cargo that remained still on boards 
and the part of it that had been unshipped 
was also confiscated. It happened shortly 
after that another Danish vessel, commanded 
by Captain Holme, which is said by Count 
Tramp to have had a licence ^f* firom Great 

Britain, arrived in Iceland with a supply of 

« < 

* This was the only vessel that was seized, 

• 

t As a difficulty may be supposed to eiList upon the 
question of licences^ and it may be considered by many 
of my readers that the taking violent possession of a 
ship furnished i^rith'one^ must in every case be an act 
of piracy^ I beg leave to subjoin an explanation on this 

^ head, with which I have been very lately favored by Mr. 
Jorgensen. When the British government grants a 
licence^ it is expressly stipulated that the ship shall pro" 
oeed directly from such a port to such a port^ specifying 
^hetr names. But should it happen, which is very fre« 
quently the case with vessels trading to Iceland, that 
after having procured a licence, in going from an £ng* 

* Ibh port they observe the sea clear and free from cruizers, 
they will run into Norway, sell their cargo there and go 
back to Copenhagen for another } but if they then, on 
jtheir way to Iceland, meet an English ship of war, they 
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necessary articles for the country^ the whole 
of which^ together with ten thousand rix- 
dollars for the payment of the salaries of the 
public officers^ Slc, was considered lawful 



will produce their licence, though in reality it is no se- 
curity for that cargo. But should it happen that the 
people on board the man of war observe such a licenced 
8liip> with a £3tvorable wind> to be steering a course 
difierent from her direct one> and thereby deviating 
from the route pointed out in her licence, that vessel is 
a lawful prize. At other times, indeed, licences are only 
granted for a certain limited time, and, if exhibited 
after the expiration of the period expressed in the li- 
cence, such a vessel is also a good prize* One or other 
was the case with all the vessels in the Iceland ports in 
the summer of 1809, but none of them would have 
been condemned in £ngland if they had been seized by 
the letter of marque, because they were then lying at a 
port to which their licences permitted them to proceed. 
That they had forfeited the protection granted them by 
their licence could not be proved by the ship*s papers, 
though it could from letters to difierent people on the 
island: these, however, are not admitted in a court of 
admiralty. The cas^ of the Orion differs from the for- 
jner ones, in as much as the person to whom the licence 
was, granted (Adzer Knutzen) was not with the vessel; 
but since the papers, which proved the forfeiture of the 
licence, were not on board the vessel at the time of her 
seizure, she was not considered a legal prize, and was 
restored to the owner. . 
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plunder^ and the Landfogued^ Mr. Frydens- 
berg, was compelled to deliver up the public 
money chest of the country, containing two 
thousand seven hundred rix-doUars. 

In addition to the above^ the four follow- 
ing circumstances are stated, as the most 
aggravating acts of violence and oppression 
that took place, by Count Tramp, who pro- 
fesses to regard the whole as a regular sys- 
tem of plunder, and considers this as the 
leading object in every thing that was done 
by Mr. Phelps or Mr. Jorgensen : — first, that 
Mr. Savigniac proceeded armed to a settle- 
ment at Oreback, belonging to a merchant 
of the name of Lambertsen*, taking with 
him a number of horses loaded with goods, 

* Of this affair^ which is by Count Tramp regarded as 
a case of peculiar hardship^ I have just received from 
Mr. Jorgensen the following explanation : Mr. Lambert- 
sen is owner of a vessel accustomed to trade between 
Iceland and Norway^ for which purpoae^ early in the 
year 1808^ he procured from the British government a 
licence^ empowering hixp to convey to Iceland a cargo of 
provbions. Of this circumstance he had apprised his 
Victor Sivertsen^ who^ after waiting till August^ 1809« 
in expectation of the arrival of his principal, concluded 
that he must either be lost , or that he had taken ad- 
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I 

consisting chiefly of tobacdo and cofl^ with 
cither articles of luxury, which Mr. Lambert- 
sen's factor was forced to receive, though, far 
from having ordered any thing of the kind, he 

vantage of his licence to carry on an illicit trade^ as is 
often done between the difierent parts of Denmark^ and 
that hejvrould at all events not appear till the following 
year. The inhabitants of Oreback being therefore 
greatly dbtressed^ as two years had now elapsed since 
, any ship had conde to them with provisions^ and Mr. 
Lflmbertsen's own stock of goods> which had been lying 
all that time in his storehouses^ beginning to be injured 
by keepings Mr. Sivertsen wrote to Mr. Joigensen dif- 
ferent petitions^ begging him to use^ his interest with 
Mr. Phelps to supply Oreback over land with things of 
absolute necessity; to which^ after some delay^ that 
gentleman assented^ and an agreement was drawn up 
and signed by both parties^ stipulating that a return 
should be made for goods so sent &om^Mr. Lambertsen's 
storehouses. Mr. Sivertsen^ in consequence of this^ gave 
an order to Mr. Petreus, Mr. Phelps' agents for difierent 
articles^' such as tobacco^ cofiee, sugar> clothe &e.; the 
whole of which was accordingly sent on thirty-five horses^ 
which returned laden with Icelandic produce; the ex- 
pence of conveyance both to and from Oreback being 
defrayed by Mr. Phelps. Mr. Lambertsen at this time 
unexpectedly arrived^ and was naturally hurt, as weU at 
finding that the goods with which he had calculated on 
loading his own ship were in the possession of Mr. Phelps, 
as that his warehouses were filled with the property of 
the latter, which would obstruct the sale of what he had 
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had apfrlied to Mr. J6i^nsen to be excused 
from taking them in ; and that^ in exchange 
for these, Mr. Savigniac compelled him t6 
give up a quantity of merchandize, of which 
a return had previously been made to go- 
vernment t— ^secondly, that an accusation of 
oppresion and extortion liaving been made 
against Mr. Poulsen, a factor belonging to 
Mr. Petreus' establishment at Westipannoe, 
he was, without any inquiry into the grounds 
of the accusation, or without being allowed 
to speak in his own defence, summoned to 
appear at Reikevig, where he was detained 
for several days, and all the goods upon the 
island whether belonging to the factory or to 
any other person were confiscated ; — thirdly, 
a vessel belonging to Mr. Clausen, which 
had a British licence, was seized and had 
heir cargo confiscated ; it was, however, after- 
wards restored : — fourthly, Mr. Lambertsen, 



himself imported. He tlietefbre refiised to ratify the 
agreement^ and complained to Captain Jones of what lie 
called iSti& ^reiUe taking away of his goods^ requiring 
to be paid fbr thetn> though it was sufficiently notorious 
Itfakt he had already been over paid-in as much as coffee^ 
&c.^ are more than equivalent to the dame weight of 
Icelandic produce. 
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the merchant of Oreback jost mentioned^ on 
his return to Iceland from Denmark^ confi- 
dent in the security afibrded him by his 
British Majesty's licence, was in like manner 
ordered to appear at Reikevig, where he was 
for some time detained, and the cargo he 
had brought to the country was confiscated, * 

* The second and fourth of these charges are of so 
notorious a kind^ that little as I interested myself in 
political afl^rs in the island^ it struck me while perusing 
them^ that such &cts could not well have transpired 
without their coming under my knowledge; but as I' 
could not call to mind any such circumstances I thought 
it best to inquire of Mr. Jorgensen how iar they were 
correct. From his answer, which confirms my own 
ideas, I have a further proof of the inaccuracy of the 
information which Count Tramp obtained ' from the 
Danes and other interested persons in the is]and> who in 
these iqstances have plainly imposed upon him, ''and 
who, " to use Mr. Jorgensen*s words, ^ very probably 
square their accounts at his expence. " — ^The situation 
of Westmannoe is such, that it' never would have an- 
swered the purpose to have confiscated property there; 
.besides which the goods belonged to Mr. Petreus, who 
had none of his property touched either there or at 
Beikevig. Mr. Lambertsen*s cargo was exempt from 
confiscation; or, had it not been so, there would not 
have been time to have seized it, since it came to the 
island but just before Captain Jpnes' arrival, after 
whose interference nothing was confiscated. It is true> 
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An event as unforeseen as it was unfavor- 
able to the present state of political and 
tiommercial affitirs happened in the arrival 
at Havnfiord of the Talbot sloop of war, 
commaiid^d by the Honorable Alexander 
Jones, to whoni the factors of the Danish 
merchants resident iii that place lost no time 

Mr. LAmbertsfen had an order to deliver ten thousand 
dollars^ public money, brought in his ship, but it wa^ 
never done.-^The following information is all that I 
have been able to procure upon the subject of the revo- 
lution in addition to what is related in the first edition 
of this work. It was communicated to me by my frieiiid, 
Mr. Clausen, whom I have lately had the pleasUrfe 6f 
seeing in England, and whom I particularly requested 
to point out to nie any error or mis-stsitement which he 
might fij&d on perusing the niarrative. — '' I know that 
Mr; Poulsen was detained some days in Reikevig, 
(charged with oppressing the inhabitants in Westman- 
nbe, which> however; never was proved, and that he 
was not permitted to speak in his defence, or to get 
any satisfoctidn (ot the improper accusation. But if 
any goods were confiscated I am unacquainted with the 
• circumstance: During my stay in Reikevig I saw a 
letter from Mr. Jorgensen, in the possession of Mr. 
Lambertsen, ordering him not to leave Reikevig with- 
out his (Mr. Joi^ensen*s) permission 5 which letter 
afterwards was destroyed by Mr. Jorgensen himself, 
who obtained it from Mr. Lambertsen under pretence 
of wishing to peruse it. " 

VOL. IL E 
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in submitting such a partial and exag^rf^ted 
statement of all that had taken place^ as 
might be expected frpm men whose pa99ion9 
and whose interests were so materially inr 
volved. Captain Jones, therefore, for ^e 
purpose of becoming better infonn^ upqm 
this subject, sailed round without de^y to 
Reikevig Bay, where, among the first objects 
he saw, was the dark blue flag, with th^ee 
white stockfish on the uppev quarter, vifaying 
upon one of the warehouses in the town. 
Immediately upon his arrival, G)unt Tramp, 
a prisoner * in the Margaret and Anpe, Vft 
which he bad been confined ever since hisf 

* There appeals to me to be no just reasom for tke 
severe treatment wluch Count TraiQp sti^tes that he 
received during his imprisonment in the Margajret and 
Anne. A love of truth and a desire to make the present 
narrative an impartial one» ui^ges me to th^ ip^rtion of 
the count's own relation of these circumstanoes. Pec- 
haps an apology for indignities offered at the period of 
the seizure of his person taaj be found in the hunied 
manner in which it was done, and the inflaqaed staJbe of 
the minds of the persons concerned in it^ in conse- 
quence of, the suspected ill conduct of the governor^ 
but no such excuse can be made* in the mo^ tranqutt 
time of the imprisonmei^t, for a filtl^yr 'cabii^ and an 
uninterrupted confinement of nine weeks, lyith i;eganl 
to the count's general fare, 1 alwi^ys thought tMt h» 
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capture^ salicited an intenriew with bfiii^ 
when he stated how ill he had been himself 
personally used^ and how contrary to aU die 
laws of nations; adding, that Mn Joi^ensen 

was allowed a supply of eveiy necessary from the 
Landfo^ed, Mr. Frydensberg, or from his &ctor> 
Mr. Simmonsen^ and> indeed> I feel almost confident of 
it.— Yet he says, '^Bent down tinder the weight of so 
much grief and affliction united, it now becasoe my lot 
t^ be kept confined in a narrow and dirty cabin, and 
sometimes, when Captain liston took it into his head, 
even shut up in a small room, or rather closet*, where 
I was deprived of the light of th^ day. Constantly I 
was obliged to put up with the society of drunken and 
noisy mates, and with them for my companions, I was 
reduced to subsist on &re which even the men -com- 
^ained of as being more than commonly indifierent 3 in 
short,, I was deprived for the space of nine weeks of 
every convenience and comfort of life to which I had 
been used, and subjected to all 'the suflforings which the 
oppressor had it in his power to inflict. Hi& contempt 
of decorum and humanity even went so £ur aa to refuse 
a request that was made on my behalf by one of my 
friends, ]^hQ|> Videlin, that I might be allowed to 
take exercise on a sumXL uninhabited island near wiiich 
the ship was lying. I would even have submitted to be 

* This circumstance happtned only once or twice, when the 
l[reat number of Danes, and the refractory- conduct of some of 
them, called for the assistance of many of the crew from the 
Margaret and Anne r at such times it was thought the appearance 
of the count upon deck might enoouiage the insumecdon. 
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was not only a traitor to his own country 
(Denmark)^ but equally so to Great Britain, 
which he had first served and then fought 
against ; and was now acting in rebellion to 
both, by hoisting the above-mentioned flag 
and by declaring the island free, neutral and 
independent, and at peace with all nations. 
Captain Jones, in consequence of this in- 
formation, felt it incumbent upon him to 
require from Mr. Phelps an explanation of 
his conduct, and received in answer a brief 
account of the various transactions which 
had taken place since his landing in the 
island, with the motives which had urged 

under an armed escott of the ship's crewi if it had 
heen thought necessary^ whom I offered to pay for the 
trouble^ yet this request Mr. Phelps refused through 
Jorgcnsen, of whose letter to that purpose I ba^e the 
honor to add a translation. It is rematrkable in par- 
ticular for the assurance it contains that Mr. Phelps 
could not justify his conduct to his own government, 
were he to adopt any other measures than those which 
had been taken.** — ^Even supposing it to be trae, as 
here stated by the count, that }ie was reduced to live 
upon the hve of the common sailors, I will not deny 
that it might appear hard to him who was used to a 
different mode of living, but I am fully persuaded that 
such was far from being the case with the sailors, who 
never had any cause for complaint, nor expressed any. 






ICEI.ANDIC REVQLUnON. 63 

hitn to the measures he had adopted *. 
Having, thus far obtained from all parties 
the most correct information upon the affairs 
of the island^ and having understood from 
Mr. Jorgensen himself how he was situated 
with regard to England, Captain Jones 
considered himself called upon by his official 
situation to interfere in a business in which 
the honor of his country appeared to him to 
be implicated, and he accordingly issued 
orders that the new Icelandic flag should be 
taken down; that Mr. Phelps should no 
longer leave the command of the island in 
the hands of Mr. Jorgensen, but should, till 
the will of the British governn>ent could be 
known, either restore the former authorities, 
or commit the supreme comnland to some of 
the most respectable aniong the inhabitants; 
that the battery should be destroyed, and the 
gum taken off the island; that the natives 

* A copy of Captain Jones* letter to Mr. Phelps, and 
the reply of the latter, which contains a more detailed 
account of what transpired at this time than I have 
thought necessary to insert in the narrative, will be 
found in the Appendix B., Nos. 6 and 7. No. 8 of the 
same Appendix is the copy of a letter from Captain Jones 
to Admiral Sir Edmund Neagle, explaining in few words 
his motives for having interfered in the manner he did* 



54 



APPENDIX. A. 



should be no longer tndiied to lihe use of 
arms; that an account of the prooeedii^ 
should be prepared and dispatched to the 
British government; and that Mr. Jorgensen 
and Count Tramp should be forthwith sent 
to England. 

These conditions were accordingly com* 
plied with, and an agreement* concluded 
between Captain Jones and Mr. IHielps on 
one part, and the Etatsroed Stephensen and 
the Amptman his brother on the other, in 
which it was stipulated, that the latter 
gentlemen, being the next in rank to Count 
Tramp, should take upon them the govern* 
ment of the island, and be responsible for 
the persons and property of British subjects. 
Mr. Phelps, therefore, together with Count 
Tramp and Lieutenant Stewart of the Talbot 
(the latter charged with dispatches from 
Captain Jones) embarked in the Margaret 
and Anne, and Mr. Jorgensen in the Orion, 
for Ekigland. On the third day of the voys^, 
however, the Danish prisoners, as is detailed 
in the journal, set fire to the Margaret and 



* See Appendix B., No. 9. 
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Aiih^; in consequence of wKich she was 
feiitirely' consumed; biit the passengers sinif 
crew, having been providentially saved by 
tlife OHbri, returned on the 29tK of August 
to Reikevig, wliere no other alteration in 
affairs took place, except that Mr, Phelps 
and Mr. Jorgensen * tvith Lieutenant Stewart 

* Having thus brought to a conclusion that part 
of the narrative in which Mr. Jorgensen has been 
concerned^ it may be interesting to some of my 
readers to know what has since happened to him^ and 
what puni^ment he has suffered for having un- 
guardedly broken his parole. On arriving in town he 
took up his abode in, his accustomed lodgings at the 
Spread-Eagle Inn^ Gracechurch-street, where, so &r 
from wishing to remain in concealment^ he received 
letters addressed to him without disguise^ and even 
wrote to the Admiralty, and presented himself before 
the lords commissioners of that court. No notice, how- 
ever, was taken of what he liad done by any of the 
public offices, until, from private resentment, inform- 
ation was given to the Transport Board that he had 
broken his parole, and it was farther, though falselyj 
added, that he had also secreted himself. He was 
consequently arrested^ and confined in Tothill-fields 
Bridewell^ whence he was removed to the usual depdt of 
prisoners under a similar predicament, Chatham hulks. 
On board the Bahama, with fi'equently five and even 
seven hundred prisoners of the worst description in the 
«ame vessd; he was kept in close custody for a twelve- 
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embarked in the Orion for England^^ and 
Count Tramp with his Secretary^ and a Dane, 
a Sysselman of Iceland^ (who was considered 
a necessary witness to the count) were ac- 
comniodated by Captain Joi^es in th^ Talbot. 



lyionth. Puriiig t)iis internal his bitterest enemieaj tl^e 
Danes^ had frequent opportunities of bringing forwar4 
charges agaiiist him^ to which he had no opportunity 
of replying^ but which, tended materially to injure 
him. — He was, however, released from that rigorous 
confinement, and placed for a while in a comparative 
state of liberty, upon his parole at Reading 5 since which 
time he has been allowed to be fully at large 5 and here 
I will beg leave to close my short account of the trans- 
actions of this man, by a passage extracted from his ma-^ 
nuscript narrative of the revolution of Iceldnd, which he 
employed himself in writing during the severity of his 
confinement. — ^^ If there are any charges against me, 
let those people making them come forward in an open, 
fair and candid manner. — Let mt see my accusers face 
to face^ and how easily shall I confront them ! — but 
this they dread^ for truth must prevail. Where, in the 
name of God> is there any man in Iceland who can 
make a just complaint ? Is any man injured in property 
or liberty? Is there any innocent blood crying ven- 
geance against me? If I have shed that of a fellow 
creature, either in a just dr unjust manner, let my head 
pay for it ! If I have gained only one shilling at the 
public expence, let my right hand suffer for it! If I' 
fiave enriched myself to the detriment of any one 
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On arriving in London Count Tramp 
gladly embraced the opportunity which pre- 
sented itself of submitting to the upd^r- 
secretary of state a full detail of all the events 
that had taken place in Iceland^ connected 
with the late revolution^ and a petition for 
the redress of such injuries as were therein 
stated to have been received by Danish mer- 
chants^ or by the Danish government ; for it 
must be remembered that not a single Ice* 
lander was injured either in person or pro- 
perty. 

What reception these representations met 
lyith from our governmenjt I have never been 
able to learn. Certainly no public notice 
ivas ever taken of them. To prevent, how- 
ever, future attacks i^pon the island from the 
owners of letters of marque who may be 
actuated by less honorable motives than 

individual^ let my left hand be cut oflP! If I have caused 
any one single person or more to be confined for being 
opposite in principles to me^ let me feel the horrors of 
perpetual imprisonment myself ! But> if I have done npne 
of these^ let me enjoy that liberty which I look upon as 
the only true good on earth. The British government 
^a$ a powef to crush j it has also a power to be merciful/' 
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VIM96 which Urged Mr. Fbelps to sei^d his 
f^^h thither^ Sir Joseph Banks Agsin 
iteppal foHvard in behalf of his favorite tce- 
latidefs, and through his kind ^hd betifevolent 
ei^rtions an order in council was issued^ 
dtriotly forbidding all acts of hostilities against 
the poor aiid defenceless colonies of the 
Danish dominions^ atid permitting them to 
ti*ad6 with the parent country unmolested by 
British cruisers. Such conduct on our part 
could not but give ample satisfaction to 
Count Tramp, whose own words upon this 
subject are, '* the peculiar fevor which Ice- 
land and its concerns have met With here, 
and the tnanner in which His British Ma- 
jesty's ddimsters have interested themselveii 
in itt welfare, and above all the security ol>i 
tfiin^ for the^ future, has entirely obliterated 
all bitterness from my heart. '* In another 
letter to me he says, when speaking of the 
proclamation declaring the island to be neu- 
tral and the inhabitants placed upon a foot- 
ing with other friendly strangers, " I appre- 
hend that the people of Iceland with the 
greatest anxiousness expect the news from 
England, which, being now so consoling 
and in every respect so comforting, I should 
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feel myself wanting in duty if I did not 
forward it as speedily as possible/' It may 
not b« improper to insert in this place a dopy 
of the above-mentioned proclamation : 

At rnt 

Court at the Queen's Palace, February 7, 1810, 

PRftSBNT 

THE KINGS MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

IN COUNCIL. 

^ Whereas it has been humbly represented 
to his Majesty, that the islands of FerrM 
and Iceland, and also certain settlements on 
the coast of Greenland, parts of the do^ 
minions of Denmark, have, since the com^ 
menoement of the war between Great Britain 
and Denmark, been deprived of all inter* 
course vrith Denmark, and the inhabitants 
of' those islands and settlements are, in con- 
sequence of the want of their a^ustoined 
supplies, reduced to extreme misery, being 
without many of the necessaries and of moiit 
of the conveniences of life. 



Majesty, being moved by compas- 
sion f(H* the sufferings of these defenceless* 
people, has, by and with the advice of his 
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privy council^ thought fit to declare his royal 
will and pleasure^ and it is hereby declared 
and ordered, that the said islands of Ferroe 
and Iceland, and the settlements on the coast 
of Greenland, and the inhabitants thereof, 
and the property therein, shall be exempted 
from the attack and hostility of His Majesty's 
forces and subjects, and that the ships be*- 
longing to the inhabitants of such islands 
and settlements, and all goods being of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture^ of the said 
islands or settlements, on board the ships 
belonging to such inhabitants, engaged in a 
direct trade between such islands and settle- 
ments respectively and the ports of London 
or Leith, shall not be liable to seizure and 
confiscation as prize, 

*^ His Majesty is further pleased to order, 
with the advice aforesaid, that the people of 
all the said islands and settlements be con- 
sidered, when resident in His Majesty's 
dominions, as stranger friends, under the 
safeguard of His Majesty's royal peace, and 
entitled to the protection of the laws of the 
realm, and in no case treated as alien 
ppemies. . 
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*' His Majesty is further pleased to order, 
with the advice aforesaid, that the ships of 
the united kingdom, navigated according to 
law, be permitted to repair to the said 
islands and settlements, and to trade with the 
inhabitants thereof. 

*^And His Majesty is further pleased to 
order, with the advice aforesaid, that all His 
Majesty's cruisers and all other his subjects 
be inhibited from committing any acts of 
depredation or violence against the persons, 
ships, and goods of any pf the inhabitants of 
the said islands and settlements, and against 
any property in the said islands and settle- 
ments respectively. 

" And the right honorable the lords com- 
missioners of His Majestyls treasury. His 
Majesty's principal secretaries of state, the 
lords commissioners of the admiralty, and 
the judge of the high court of admiralty, and 
the judges of the courts of vice-admiralty, 
are to take the necessary measures herein, as 
to them shall respectively appertain. *' 

(Signed) 

*• W. Fawkener." 
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Hence then it appears that, a mercantile 
speculation the most mifortunate^ and a revo- 
lution the most singular in its nature, hare 
Veen the means of placing the island in a 
greater state of security than formerly; and 
a way has thus been opened for bettering the 
condition of its inhabitants, provided the 
Danish government has compassion enough 
upon the most injured of its subjects to per* 
mit the humane intentions of his British 
Majesty's ministers to be carried into effect. 
Should this not be the case (and such seems 
more than probable, from the late decrees 
of that country, strictly prohibiting, on pain 
of death, all intercourse with the British), 
then will the state of the natives be more 
wretched than ever; unless, which I sincerely 
flatter myself will be the case, England should 
no longer hesitate about the adoption of a 
step to which every native Icelander looks 
forward as the greatest blessing that can 
be&I his country, and which to England 
herself would, I am persuaded, be productive 
of various signal advantages, the taking pos- 
session of Iceland and holding it among her 
dependencies. Iceland, thus freed from the 
yoke of an inefficient but presumptuous ty- 
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rant^ might then^ guarded by the protection 
of our fleets^ and fostered by the liberal policy 
of our commercial laws, look forward to a 
security that Denmark could never afford, 
and to a prosperity that the selfishness of the 
Danes has always prevented: while England 
would find herself repaid for her generous 
conduct by the extension of her fisheries, 
the surest source of her prosperity, and by 
the safety which the numerous harbors of 
the island afiS^rd for her merchantmen against 
the storms and perils of the arctic ocean. ' 
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PROCLAMATION. 

ttetkeoig, June ^6, ld09. 

.<iv AftftBahi^ audioritjrceiises inloeltfnd* 

d. i^Danes^ orfaiotdrs» conrieeted ^\\kk 
iPahisii itiefqantile houses, shall remain withiti 
doors, and are not to be seen in the streets^ 
nor to converse with each other, nor to send 
written br tarbal' ttiessages Ironic oqb to. the 
othir^ Hrhbiit tevmg |>erihiuiQbrnK)4o dci. 
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3. All t>fficers under Danish government 
shall not leave their respective houses^ and 
are under the same restrictions as those men- 
tioned in the foregoing paragraph. 

4. All sorts of arms^ without exception, 
such as muskets, pistols, cutlasses, daggers, or 
ammunition, shall instantly be delivered up. 

5. In case any of the inhabitants, either 
women or children, shall bring messages to 
or from a Daae, without permission, they 
shall be punished as enemies to the state. 
Nevertheless, should the child be ignorant of 

, its crime, the person sending it shall be 
punished instead of the child. 

6. All keys to public and private store-* 
houses shall be delivered up. All money or 
bank notes, belonging to the king on factbrs 
connected with Danish commercial houses, 
shall be laid under lock and key. Ali books 
of accounts or papers belonging to th^ kin^ 
or factors shall be surrendered. :: 






y. Twa hours and'a> half are allowed iinr 
Reikevig, and twelve {|pp|]iis iii Havnfioitl.Jtoi 



I 
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lekecQte these orders; Hespectingbth^r pfiates^ 
|)froper antingetnents will t4ke pla^e her^fter. 

• • • . • • V 

] » ■ ■ » . • , 

8. All natives, women or children^ of wbfct^ 
ever "description, all Icelanders in b^Bfee>havf 
nothing to fear % for ^ey will be tiiaated in 
the best manner, provided they do not violate 
the articles contained in the pirciclamatib^. 

9* Should these orders be speedily exe* 
cuted, it will save a great deal of unn^ssary 
trouble ^d the fusion of blood. But, on 
the contrary, should any person act in oppo- 
sition to what is heie directed^ he shall 
immediately be arrested, brought before a 
military tribunal^ and shot within two hours 
after the offence is committed. 

10. Whenever the above articles are known 
to be carried into effect, a proclamation will 
be issued, by which the Icelanders will find 
that nothing but the trile welfare of their 
country is in view, and that our proeeedings 
are solely calculated to insure a peace and 
happiness little known to the inhabitants in 
iater years. 
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11* Thi» prodamatiQa sfaUl i 
be tmwlltt^ inta Icelnndic^ andpos^ up if 
the most public places^ so that the natives 
imy be qonvinced that nothing wUl U^ done 
prcsjudielal to their liberty, nor to t]mAw 
iidtantagf in apy 8ba|ie whatever* 

la caise it can be proved that any persopr shall haye 
acted against the tenor of this proclamation^ the person 
or persons proving the saine sh^l i^ceive a reward of 
fifty rix-doUars. 



PROCLAMATION. 

Reikevig, June ^, 1809. 

1. leekind is free and independent 0f 
Denmark. 

2. All public officers, who are natiT^s of 
Iceland, who remain faithful to thdlr oWQ 



CKttiteji^ih4'Who.ii^ io^h oatk to etieoate 
ti^'J&mDtiom^ shftU reoetve their fiiU sabmes. 






\^ ^l pub^e ofliters> who arfe natnres of 
leiilm^ and whA i^maki pacific^ shall be 
ilitpef^ed. 

4. All pensions to widows, infants^ or 
ftfii^^ i^ied frMO. office^ diaU be paid*. . 

5. The officers in diflbrent aoiplB or dis'^ 
tricts shall take care that an honest and sen- 
sible person is ehofsen, who b Well acqiiaiitted 
with the situation of his country, and who is 
to i:?pr?$$pt his own cUstrkt. All laws $nd 
lu^fs are tp <^QQ»e fraoa such r^resentativem. 
They are to be maintained at the expenoe of 
the state^ and to be established on the same 
footing a^ those were before the island b^ime 
dep^n^ent on the Kings of Norway. 

6. Every officer under government, Who 
wishes to remain in his situation, shall notify 
the same in a letter to me. A fortnight is 
allowed in the nearest placiss and seven weeks 
ill the most distant for the purpose, unless 
b^ roaids or other insurmountable obstacles 
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should make it impracticable to famiA «» 
answer so soon ; but in such case the reasons 
for the delay must be communicated at the 
bottom of the letter. Officers^ not remain- 
ing in ' office^ cannot expect any assistance 
from the present government^ and other qffi^ 
cers will be appointed in their places. 

7* None but natives can be members of 
the legislative body^ or represent the people 
in their respective districts, 

8. Iceland has its own flag. 

. 9. Iceland shall be at peace with all nationfl^ 
and peace is to be established with Great Bri- 
tain^ which will protect it. 

10. Iceland shall be set in a state of defence. 

11. All hospitals and schools shall be 
established on a better footing than what they 
have been hitherto. 

13. All debts due to the former Danish 
government^ or the factors connected with 
Danish mercantile houses, shall not be paid ; 
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nor my moncjr which there is a postilAlity 
of remitting to Denmark. Every penon so 
indebted is exempt from paying the sums 
diie. /But: should any such debtor att^sipt 
to pay any part, thereof^ at toy tiooe, he shall 
be oompelled to pay the whole amount to 
the present govemmeiU:. 



# >■ 



13. All kinds of grain shall by no means 
be sold at exorbitant prices. 

14. All Icelanders are exempted from one 
half of their taxes till the 1st of July^ 1810. 

15. The inhabitants can proceed uninter- 
ruptedly from place to place and trade 
wherever and with whomsoever they please^ 
except Danish merchants not resident in 
Iceland. 

l6* Till such time as the natives shall send 
in their representatives^ all public officers^ 
and persons who have money due from go- 
vernment^ may address me for the same^ and 
they shall be paid. 

17* No man shall be judged or punished, 
after the representatives are assembled, with- 
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oot teifig fouod dboeridng of panishimiit faf 
tsrdi» o£ hift feUowHatiaens* 

18. Ewfy fMiblic officer^ of itbai&ver 6b* 
QQimiiatioiiy shall endeavour to prevent all 
comnramcatioa with Danish ships* A ^)eci<» 
fication shall be givai in of what grain is 
necessary for each districti so that it may be 
transported thither before the setting in of ' 
the winter; and care shall be taken that 
hereafter the island shall be supplied .with 
corn for one year to come* 

19* No Icelander must^ on account of the 
late liberty being granted^ presume to ofiend 
or assault a person for being a Dane^ nor for 
having held a situation under the king, nor 
for having been in the employment of, or 
connected with, a Danish mercantile house, 
provided they do not interfere with the po- 
litical affairs of the island. 

*^* The number of representatives to be sent are 
three from the southern ampt^ one from the eastern 
ampt^ two from the northern ^ and two from the west- 
ern ampt. 

(Signed) 

JoRGfiN JORQBNSRN* 
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We are informed that certain^ evil-mraded 
people have propag^ited false. repor|;3^^ la the 
country; and have represented to the lnh% 
bitanti that it is dangerous to travel froip 
place to place, and that much blood 1^99 beei^ 
spilled in the streets of Reikevig l^ the 
JBnglish. The inhabitaints need not be uni- 
der any apprehensionsi but may rest assure^ 
that no violence will be committed againat 
them^ and that they are at full liberty to fol- 
low their lawful occupations without molest- 
ation ; and it is hereby declared that all such 
rumours are entirely without foundation.— 
All persons that do or shall hereafter spread 
such false reports, shall be deemed enemies 
to the state^ and it will be necessary to treat 
all such people, who do not demean them-^ 
pelves as peaceable citizens, with the utmost 
^severity, 

(Signed) 

JOROEN JaRG£NS£K« 



1 
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K» 4. 
PEOCLAMATIOff. 

Reikevig, July I, 1809. 

We are informed that some discontent 
exists on account of the natives interpreting 
an article in the proclamation of the 26th of 
Jmie^ to a total exemption from all debts 
whatever. — It is hereby declared^ that only 
such debt is remitted which is due to the 
king, or to such Danish mercantile houses, 
whose principals are not residents of Iceland. 
It is further declared, that all such Danish 
merchants, whose wives and children are at 
present in Iceland, and who themselves wish 
to remain in the island, shall receive all debts 
due to them, and, in case of refusal, the per- 
sons concerned will communicate the same 
to me, who engag(6 to see justice done. On 
the other hand, all such natives as have 
money due from Danish merchants' mercan- 
tile houses on the island, shall have the same 
paid to them, if such debt can be proved by 
their books. 

(Signed) 

JORGEN JORGEKSEN. 
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N"'5. 
PROCLAMATION. 

Bdkwig, July 11, 1809. 

In aur proclamation^ dated the 26th of 
June^ I8O9, it was requested that the nearest' 
districts should, within a fortnight, and the 
more distant, within a certain limited time, 
send in representatives, to consult what was 
best to be done in the present exigency. 
We find, however, thai the public ofiicers 
have far from facilitated such a meeting; and 
we are therefore under the necessity of no 
longer resisting the wish of the people, who 
have earnestly solicited us to manage the 
administration of public affairs, and who 
have in hundreds offered to serve in the 
defence of their country.— It is therefore 
declared, 

1. That We, Jorgen Jbrgensen, have un- 
dertaken the management of public afiairs, 
under the name of Protector, until a settled 
c<mstitutioa can be fixed on, with full power 
to make UKpir^or conclude peace with foreign 
powerg, 



^ ^ 
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2* That the military have( tiominzted tts 
their commander by land and sea^ and to 
regulate the whole military department in 
the country. 

3. That theleehndic fbg shall be blue ^ 
with three white stockfish thereon^ and ihe 
honor of it we prcmiise to defend at the risk 
of our 'life and blood. 

'4. That dbe great seal of the island slmlt 
no longer be respected; but that all public 
documents of consequence shall be signed 
by my own hand, and tny seal (J. J.) fixed 
thereunto^ until such time as the representa* 
tires shall assemble and proyide a pi'oper 
seal. 

6. That all public officers, who have^ from 
motives of patriotism, already given in da* 
clarations that they were willing to serve 
their country in its late difficult and danger- 
ous situation^ shall receive their, salaries.*— • 
On the contrary, those tbdt have been sitiMtcd 
near Keiltevig and not yet declarad them'* 
selves, are totally suspeiidod from offioef^ipay^ 
and power, unless they within the 20th of 



thk oMMllliigiive (proper tetsonft foi^ notbavtng 
seat ifk Qith^ their resigitatioitB of their "Aiidi 
of 4iOQfaiQiiu6i]^ in c^ce. After that cbte a 
list 4sl;]^ll be iQa4e out teod puhlidy diiatri** 
hatefi> of the namesof all those officens who 
shall either resign or continue in their 
employment!^. Any person from the date 
thereof^ ^^ shall obey any <M*der from such 
persons as have not declared themaelYes 
shall be deemed a traitor and treated aeeord* 
ingly. Nevertheless a month is granted to 
persons residing in rplaces more remote from 
Reikevigi that they may have sufficient time 
to send in their declarations. 

6. 'JThat all officers who wish to resign 
shall be sent to Copenhagen free of expencet 
when an opportunity is found so to dp. ;In 
the mean time we command that^Umidi 
officers shall bold themselves in readiness ta 
be removed to Westman*s Isles^ so that they 
may not by their intriguing disturb the. pub- 
lic peace and tranquillity^ .unless th^y eaa 
give security for their future good behaviour. 

7- That w« have seen ^with the greatest 
satisfaction that the Icelandic cteigy> ;as.go<id 
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christians, have promoted tranqinUily and 
good order at this dangerous period ; there^ 
fore we promise to pay all their salaries and 
pensions to clergymens' widows^ and also to 
improve their present situation as mueh as 
possible. 

8. That the country shall be set in a pro« 
per state of defence^ without additional taxes 
on the nation* 

0. That a person shall be invested with 
fpll power to conclude a peace with his 
Majesty, the King of Great Britain. 

10. That all British subjects shall have 
fall permission to trade and reside in this 
country, in case they do not ofiend against 
its laws; and all who shall unprovokedly' 
assault a British subject, shall be punished. 

1 i. That none but natives can hold either 
civil or clerical offices. 

12. That we declare and promise to lay 
down our offices the moment that the re[Hre- 
sentatives shall be assembled. The time 
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appointed for the convocation of ^e assembly 
is the 1st of July^ 1810; and we will then 
resign when a proper and suitable constitu- 
tion shall be fixed on; and it is declared 
that the poor and the common people shall 
have an equal share in the government with 
the rich and powerful. 

13. That all Danish property on the 
island shall be confiscated for public use; and 
if any one shall conceal money, or other 
Danish goods or merchandize^ he shall be 
punished. 

14. That the Amptmend^ whether they 
remain in ofiice or not, shall see these our 
orders duly executed, and shut up and put 
seals on all Danish storehouses in iheir 
ampts, and receive all confiscated monies. 

15. That several officers, from fear of the 
Danish government, wish to be forced to 
retain their offices, though they fully approve 
of our late proceedings, and therefore do we 
declare, as we have nothing in view but the 
real good of the country, that all such peo- 
ple, as are not animated by sufficient patriot- 

' VOL. II, G 
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ism tD serve tibeir own eo^mitry^ tre penoii^ttd 
to leave the island and go to Copenhagen* 

l6. The situation we now are in requimt 
that we should not suffer the least disrespect 
to our person^ neither that any one ^h^aiM 
l3anc^ress the least artkle di ^tm mr pn^ 
clamation, which has solely in view the wel- 
fare of the inhabitants of this island. We 
therefore solemnly declare^ that the fir^t who 
shall attempt to disturb the proif^eii^ ^ 
fiommon tranqmUity of the eountry shaU 
instantly sufier deaths without benefit of t^e 
civil law. 

17* In all otiier respects the anciesitlaws 
and r^ulations shall remain in foil foree till 
such time as the conitituticm is settled^ with 
the exception that every Icelander is per- 
mitted to proceed uninterruptedly from place 
to place> and to trade wberc^r and in what- 
ever manner he pleapes^ witboiit having pass- 
ports firom Amptmend or other authorities; 
yet all sentenoes and acts^ of condeinnation 
must foe signed by w behw they cap be 
esecuted^ 

(Signed) 

JORGEN Jq^G£N9£N. 
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Mr. ttorgpasen's seal (J. J.) is affixed to 
the origiftal <rf all th«ae five p«H:lamation8. 

, Mr. Jorgenid^^ in hiis own narra^e^ remarkf aa M^ 
lows : ^ Many have found fbult with difierebt sfirticles m 
ny f^rocliiltfatidns^ aofd aljte%e« that they t^ere writteir 
HMk a ^reit dMt too much M^eiity : but thk prooseddl 
frafeft a peti^i knowledge of the pe^le Ii hftd to* dedft 
MHi. Bvefr if thefe had been some inooiuistenby in 
Ihfibir; such could not be wondered at> for we are not 
to look fo!r the saine regulalrity, daring the period of a 
l«#okeiiM^ a0wh^ a ooua^M perfectly tranq^ But 
eiq^ra^ona of sererity were absolutriy nMasattfy cm my 
part^ thereby to keep the unruly in check i for I knew 
my own temper 80 wel]^ that, had the success of my 
undertaking depended upon the shedding the blood of 
one single of my fellow creatures, .1 should have been 
obliged to desist entirely -, so that, by appearing what I 
really was not, I managed the whole island with ease.. 
Although it was said in the proclamations, that all offi- 
cers who did not reftifAn in their skuatmils should be 
transported to Westinan*s Isles, such a, thing was never 
attempted to be put in force, neither was a single indi- 
vidual who resigned^ driven out of his habitation, which 
might have been done in those houses belonging to go-, 
vemment 5 but, on the contrary, I ordered ths^ such 
persons and their fetmilies should be supplied gratis 
with every Hocessaiy from the public stores, tilt an 
<9^rtiinlty oSered for them to be sent to Denmark. 
Moreover, though, it was publicly proclaiiped, that any 
one, who should disturb the public tranquiUity and not 
deHver up their arms, should be severely punished, the 
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people 80 offending were only slightly reprimanded^ 
John Bergman^ with a drawn cutlass^ ran about Reikfr- 
y^;, threatening destruction to us aU> fbr which he was 
only confined for two hours. Mr.Flnbdge, who had 
concealed two thousand six hundred rix-doUars> be- 
lon^g to Adzer Knutzen> received no manner of chas- 
tisement. Sigurd Thorgrimsen suffered no punishment 
for propagating reports about the country that the 
streets of Reikerig were stained with the blood of Danei 
and Icelanders. Assessor Einersen was arrested, and 
confined for a few days^ upon the information of the 
Etatsroed Stephensen^ that he was at the head of a 
conspiracy raised to attack the Engli8h«^-So muehr for 
my cruelty and severity.** 



NV6. 
copy OF A LETTER 

FROM CAPTAIN JONES TO MR. PHELPS. 

a 

Bis Majesty's Sloop Talbot, Reikevig Bay, 
August I9th, ieo9. 

Sir, 

The conversation I had with ybu respect- 
ing your transactions on this island was not 
with any intention of interfering, or depriv- 
ing you of any power granted by govern- 
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ment; but^ in consequence of hearing re- 
ports raspecting your, conduct^ I deemed it 
my duty to asceitain the nature of your 
situation^ your business here, by what autho- 
rity you acted, and how far these reports 
were ccwrrect, in order to give you every 
protection and assisbince as a British subj^t. 
You having, however, declined in the first 
instance (deeming it unnecessary) to give me 
such information^ and then sending me a 
statement of your conduct, which appeared 
to Qie in several respects not sanctioned by 
your having a letter of marque only, I ac- 
quaint you, not only that such a commu- 
nication was a respect due; but that it is 
a duty incumbent on all British subjects to 
give every information, both relating to them- 
selves and others, to the captains of any of 
his Majesty's ships; and your being apprised 
by letters from the lords commissioners of 
the admirality of my being sent here to 
protect your trade and that of this island, 
ought to have convinced you of its necessity. 
I therefore sent a message, appointing an 
hour for. you to wait on me, in order to 
gain such information as would direct me 
how to act; or, if necessary, to reply in 



writiiig to your statemeisA; whiph ^cipoiiiitn 
atat^ceu, togeth^ with four fefo4al t^ oom^ 
pljr with my reqwst and ^ copy of 4iai9 iiiy 
answer, I shall traiismit by the fir^t cfp{)oai^ 
tupity to the right h(»iorable the loi49 cotn-t 
missioners of the adiqiralty . I also isoamv^ 
\t my duty to a^cqi>aint you^ tfaat from yom 
wot haring auy oither authority^ that I am 
tw&re of^ besides being ow^r of a lettfor Cif 
marque^ you appear to me to have far ex- 
^eed^d that authority by taking on you the 
gorerntment oi an isi^^ not a<^wlly ^qnsi- 
d^ed hfN$tile to Q^t BfitBiiin; th^ if(^4:4t^|ied 
state of vihq^ inhahptaoAs hici M^y^ty hai^ 
hem grapiQUsly pleased so far to relieve i1^ 
winter^ as to grant lio^i^^s to you md ^en 
to. the a:iemie8 of Gr^at Britain tp i^upport 
them; aod you have, in my opiniop, not 
<Hily transgressed the law6 of Gres^t Brita^tj 
but of all nations^ by assuming din ^uthqrity 
which no subject of any realm whatever caf^ 
have a right to; namely, that of <^ecl^ringj 
the island free, neutrp^l, ind^^nclent, and at 
peace with all nations, and of appointing a 
governor, who is not, a British subject, but 
a Dane; who has been an apprentice, on boanl 
an English collier; served his time as ^ mid- 
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^ipm^n m hk lMhj<s^*s navy i afterwards 
fbtrght iig^mst Gteat BHtAin ; and was made 
a pri$oner hf an Btigliih ship of war« I titi* 
dentand li# has issued, with ymir sanction^ 
pceclattiatiotis (de^ritig the ialand no longer 
tinder the governtnent of control of Den^ 
maf k) signed in a regal manner (We> Joigen 
Jorgen^en) ; besides which^ he has^ in sight 
of hi9 Majesty's ship under my command^ 
hoisted a flag as yet unknown : and is em^* 
ployed at this time in ereeting a battery 
wMiin mnsket shot^ without my permission^ 
and even without having consulted me on 
ikk subject; which is not only taking up 
arms against his own country (Denmark), 
but a disrespect to my pendant. I feel my^- 
self called upon, therefore, to notice his 
conduct, which no attachment or zeal that 
gentleman may have for Great Britain can 
countenance ; neither would it, I am sure, 
meet the approbation of government. I now 
most earnestly recommend, either that you 
do not leave the whole power in the island 
in the hands of that gentleman alone, until 
his Majesty's pleasure is known (however 
qualified or respectable his character may 
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be)^ or^ that you immediate^ restore the 
former mode of government, giving the su- 
preme command to some of the most respect* 
able of the inhabitants of the island. It was 
indispensably necessary, and was your duty, 
long since to have sent an account of your* 
proceedings to government, which I now 
recommend you not to delay. I also recom- 
mend your destroying the battery now erect- 
ing, taking the guns off the island, and desist- 
ing from training the inhabitants to arms, 
which can only tend at present to their 
disadvantage, they being still the subjects 
of our enemies, therefore not liable to be , 
attacked by those, and may hereafter enable 
them to turn against Great Britain. Nor 
can I conceive from the statement you have 
made of their attachment to you, thai such 
measures are at all necessary, either for the 
safety of your person or property. — Having 
thus, according to my duty, acquainted you 
with my sentiments, and pointed out the 
line of conduct ihat I conceive you, as a 
British subject, ought to adopt, 1 shall not 
interfere farther than by requesting to be 
acquainted with your future intentions, for 
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the information of the right honorable the 
lords commissioners of the admiralty. You 
are wrong in supposing that. I Wish to cast 
any stain upon your character, either as an 
Englishman or a man of honor^ nor can I 
believe you would intentionally commit an 
act which would reflect disgrace upon the 
British government. I am also far. from 
doubting the word of Mr. Joi^ensen^o^ from 
throwing any reflections either- on his former 
situation, his character^ or conduct; but his 
not possessing any written document to cer- 
tify that he has permission from government 
to be on this island, and his having appeared 
ih Havnfiord Bay, on board his Majesty*s 
ship under my command, in the undress 
uniform of a post captain, oblige me to insist 
on his immediate return to Great Britain, 
unless you can satisfy me you have permis^ 
sion to bring him here. 

I am. Sir, 
Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

Alexander Jones, 

Captain of His Majesty's Sloop, Talbot. 

To Samuel Phelps, Esq., English Merchant, 
Reikevig, Iceland. 
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copy OF A LETTER 

PROM MR. PHELPS TO CAPTAIN JONES. 

Rmkeoig^ August Wrd, 1809. 

Sir, 

Tlie ccmveation or agreement^ whkh wt 
u^^ itito yesterday mth the chief justice 
a^ tb^ bailiff of tlus island, will, perhafis, 
pre^lade the oeeessi^ of my giviog you a 
dLrcumstaQtial account of every particular and 
QiiwQt^ transaction which has t^e;^ place 
hfir^ since my arrival, of which I l^m kept 
% regular journal, for the purpose of laying 
tlie same before bis Majesty^s minif^^f^i 
together with original documents. The 
accounts and ps^rs are voluminous, and 
it would take a considerable time to copy 
them: it was, moreover, impossible to do 
it in the time required by your letter of the 
20th instant. The journal papers and docu- 
ments I hold are necessary for my justifica- 
tion, and it may be of considerable utility to 
me to retain them; but, as I am totally un- 
acquainted with the laws and articles of war 
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(farther ikwi what I \wm from ktviog let^ 
the Margaret and Anne's letters o£ niarqfiie)^ 
( will readily delWw up 93i diese papers wbA 
jounial to you^ if you will gine me an ordef 
90 Iq do^ and a receipt for the same; as wUI 
also Captain Liston his journal and papers.^*-^ 
I mu»t, however^ faeg leave to coxreet som<i 
«rr0« or mistoke,, which iqipear to exkty 
acocHxiliag to your letter of tide 19th uistent^ 
T-rAft to cny having dieolined giving you a 
statement of my transaotk>n& hera^ thia I 
certwily did not intend; but^ a& tibe charges 
made against me from common report only^ 
as stated in the first oonversatiQci 1 had the 
honor to hold ynUh you, wiMe of a seriou^i 

# 

nature, and auch as I knew to be unjust and 
untrue, I wished the whole transactions and 
eomplainte to be stated in writing, to pre--, 
vent misin.terpretation . Perhaps this request 
of mine was i^ot correct or consistent with the 
respect due to a British officer; if so, I caa 
assure you no such disrespect yms intended.--^ 
I took the liberty of writing you a letter (ibt 
haste) dated the l6tb, and another the 17tb 
instant. Of the first I had not time to take 
an acact copy ; but it appears by your letter 
of the 19th instant, that some words in one. 
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particulftr passage were left out^ which were 
intended by me to have been added. I refer 
you to the public proclamations^ ta prove to 
you that the error in my letter proceeded 
from the hurry of writing: therefore I must 
b^ leave to correct it. — ^You state in your 
letter of the 19th instant^ that I have not 
only in your opinion transgressed the laws of 
Great Britain, but of all nations, by assuming 
an authority which no one has a right to 
assume, namely, that of declaring the island 
^^free, neutral, and independent:*' here should 
have been added, ^^ of Denmark ;*' for so the 
proclamation is translated to me. — The only 
hostility I have committed is against the 
Danes.— You will find. Sir, by every true 
information you can obtain on shore, that I 
have never in any respect interfered in the 
government or change of government here, 
ftirther than by giving my advice and consent 
to Mr. Jorgensen in matters in which my trade 
was concerned, or in measures that I was 
bound to pursue, according to the instructions 
in the letters of marque, or to instr^ict Captain 
Liston so to do; namely, not to compromise 
in any manner with our enemies. As hr 
as I have gone, I shall not have the business 
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to retract^ whatever may be the consequence 
to me^ and sure am, I no one proof or docu- 
ment can appear to shew that I have in any 
way interfered in the government; but I 
beg leave briefly to state to you how iar I 
have been concerned, and to add at the same 
time that, not understanding the Danish 
language, it is possible that I may in some 
instances have been deceived.-^In January 
last^ myself and my partners sent a cargo 
of provisions and other necessaries under a 
British licence, to relieve the inhabitants of 
Iceland. The cargo was landed, but, through 
the artifice and intrigue of the Danes, 
instead of returning a cargo of Iceland 
produce, as the licence specified, the vessel 
was returned in . ballast with stones which 
our agent was obliged to pay for, although 
the then constituted Danish authorities had 
granted us a free trade, and the warehouses 
were full of Iceland goods. Severe procla*- 
mations were also afterwards published to 
obstruct our trade, all of which I shall take 
home. — On finding that the same conduct 
prevailed on my arrival here with another 
cargo on the 21st of June last, and that I 
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jiiUst again l^ura in ballast^ unless I pursiie^ 
strong measures^ I ventured to make Count 
Tramp prisoner^ partly on this account^ and 
partly on hearing that he had come here 
under a fictitious name and character. Being 
requested by many of the native inhabitants 
to issue some proclamations^ to satisfy the 
ininds of the people^ and being also requeste<i 
and entreated by them to remove the Danes 
from the island^ who had reduced th^m to 
the greatest state of misery^ I declined 
interfering, or taking any part in the govern- 
ment, and refused to hoist the English flag, 
not knowing that I should be correct in 
so doing, until the will of his Majesty's 
ministers could be known.— •Upon jbrther 
Applications being sent to me, which ex* 
pressed the wishes of the people that Mr. 
Jorgensen would stand forward to protect 
the island and the natives against the Danes, 
I certainly acquiesced, and gave him my 
concurrence and advice to act as the natives 
thought best, unless some of them would 
take the management of the island (ad in-^ 
terim) till the will of the British govern- 
ment could be known ; and I agreed that 
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the island should be declared fre6 and in- 
dependent of Denmark^ but only in suspen- 
sion^ until his Majesty's pleasure could be 
known* I have in no other respect inter- 
fered in the government here, farther than 
in protecting our property and persons. It 
has also been impossible for me to transmi£ 
an account of the^e transactions before to 
England, as there have been no vessels fit 
for the navigation of these seas; oi which 
you can* easily assure yourself. YoQ will 
find. Sir, that there are twd parties in this 
island ; the Danish party and the Icelandic^ 
or English, party. I hofie I have listmo4 
to and favored that party which will be 
nnost apf»t>ved of by his Majesty's ministers ; 
but, if: it i^hoiiijid not prove to be sq, I have 
erred unintentionally, 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

Samuel Phbjj^s. 

7b tibe Ho&oia})le Akttnder looiu. 
Captain of His Majcaty's Ship 
Talbot, Reikevig Harbor. 
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COPY OF A LETTER 

FROM THE HONORABLE CAPTAIN JONES TO 
REAR-ADMIRAL SIR EDWARD NEAGLE, COM- 
MANDER IN CHIEF, Ac, Ac, Ac 

His Majesty* s Sloop, Talbot, Reikevig Bajf, 
. . Iceland, August 23rd, 1809. 

Sir, 

I have to acquaint you that, owing to 
extremely bad weather, I had no coa\muni* 
cation with this island until the 5 th of 
August, when I anchored for a few hours in 
Oreback Bay. I was there informed that 
there were three English vessels at this place 
and that an English merchant had become 
governor of the island. On the 8th I an- 
chored in Havnfiord Bay to water, when I 
learned that Mr. Phelps, an English mer- 
chant, and the owner of the Margaret and 
Anne letter of marque, had made Count 
Tramp, the Danish governor of the islands 
prisoner, and that Mr. Joi^nsen (a Danish 
gentleman brought from England by Mr. 
Phelps) had taken upon him the government 
of the island ; but that it was not satisfactory 
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to the inhabitsiilts^ in consequence of Ms 
former situations in life. I came here on 
the 14di from Havnfiord, for the purpose of 
being better informed upon this subject, as 
well as for the sake of repairing my rigging. 
On entering the harbor I found at anchor 
the Margaret and Anne privateer with, two 
or three other vessels, and saw a blue fiag^ 
with three white fish in the upper qu»ter, 
flying over the town: this I was told was 
the new Iceland colors. Count Tramp, who 
was a prisoner on board the privateer, re« 
quested to have an interview with me, during 
which he stated that he had been extremely 
HI used, and in a manner that was contrary 
to the laws of nations ; that Mr. Jorgensen 
was a traitor to his own country (Denmark) ( 
that he had first served Great Britain ; then 
fought against it ; and was now, by hoisting 
the above-mentioned flag, and by declaring 
the isknd free, neutral, and independent, and 
at peace with all nations, acting in rebellion 
to both. I therefore thought it necessary to 
inquire of Mr. Phelps by what authority he 
acted. That gentleman havin^g first declined 
to give any explanation to me, and: after- 
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of hiB.^^rhiiBaotioiis^ .together with itayfbmvg 
Tafanned 'by Mr. Joi^i^Mn himself that 4i^ 
had ibeeii an a{>pf entice on ibtord an i&agVfih 
coHifsc^iemd aaa xnidsh^man in the JSngliah 
navjy^ then commanded the Admipid Jwl 
Dullish prifisateer^ wbidi was cafrtured \iy his 
]Mb§e8ty'8 sloop Sappho, that heiwastnotex** 
chitnged^ neither had rhe 8%ned any .pHrote 4»f 
honoi* a^ « priscHier of wat*^ hnt ivas aet .i(t 
}il»erty in ^London without any ivnriftea 4ooaf 
fneuts: ^ill these:cir<mimta8x»» cmiaidaredl^ { 
de«rmed it n^'dnty to |n«vent 'fai^ hemg left 
alone ontheislandat the head of^ govdrnment 
of fhis own forfyia^<m9 and- have conse^entLy 
todcen ithose ateps to obimute it, which to the 
liiest of my opinion and that of my officers 
iwould he iright and most appreivedof by ^ 
"vertiment. Enclosed I send copies of my aa-^ 
'swer and order to Mr.'Fhelps, in ^soraequenee 
of thebefore-<mentioned statement, ako evei*y 
mother document in my-po^er to obtain, hoping 
they will give every information and expla^ 
nation necessary on the subjecV Not wnn- 
sidering myself authorised to inteifere with 
the imprisonment of Count Tramp> nor 
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-Ibililuiig ft wottld*be fMfopnr aii«i«r.tlie pte- 
liMtii^idunifttericest^ IvdoM t^e Britfoh colors 
<m H9ie %Blafid i/ri^h^tft finit informing ybu ; 
at the request of Mr. Phelps, I have restored 
the former govennab^nt W the two men next 
in ffaak ^w 'kbe ^tsland 4o Ckmiit Tmmp. In 
oid<^ to iBecure tthe ^ck and safe delivery 
df tdtt» ^intelligence, I have sent in the IMhr^ 
favet and Anne Lieitteikant ^tewart;^ his 
Majesty's ship undel* ^iny commandiy who is 
acquainted with all the circumstances, and 
ciw^ed miii die <de^ive^ of 4:he new f cdan-^ 
dic^ftig.toyoii. 

i have4he honor to be, 
Sfr, SScc, 

Ai^BlstAiWER' Jokes. 

aear-Admifid Sfr £d««lrd KeagH 
Comnunder in Chief, fte.»ft««,to!.» 
Ixith. 



OF AN JVHEEMBNT 

Settoeen His Royal Danish Majesty's Counsellor of State 
end Chief Jkistiee of Iceland, and His Banish Majesty's 
taUiffinthe Westiern County of the saidlstandw the 
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one porl^ and ike EhniOrable Alexander Janes, Capktin 
of His, British Majesty's Shop of War, TeAfittitu^ 
• Samud Phelps of the CU^ of London, Esq,, on thft 
other part. 

ARTICLES. 

1 • All proclamations, laws, appointments^ 
&c., made by Mr. Jorgen Jorgensen, sincd 
his arrival in this country, are to be abolished 
and tojtally null and void, from the pioment 
this agreement is signed. 

2. The former government is to be per- 
fectly restored, and the chief command to 
devolve upon the §aid chief jus^ce of Ice- 
land, and the said bailiff of the western 
county of Iceland, native Icelanders, they 
being the next in power in th^ i&Uqd to 
Count Tramp. 

3. All officers under the Danish govern- 
ment are at liberty to return to their offices. 

4. The government shall be responsible 
for the protection of all British subjects and 
the property that now is and may be on the 
island, and all transgressions, thefts, and 
personal assaults, cQmmitted against British 
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tiA»j6cte or lliei^propaitf^ shall be psnislied 
with the same rigor^ and aGcofdinjg to;^he 
same laws^ as if the property belonged to 
the natiyeii< 

5. No battery is to be erected; and the 
en^ now at ReikeVig is to be de^t»yed. No 
ibilitia is to.be raised in the island^ nor the 
oountry in any way to be fc^dfied or armed. 

6. All officers or other persons either 
armed or unarmed^ who, during the late 
events^, have taken part with Mr. Jorgen 
Jotgem&k, shall no longer be in employ* 
m^it, but theit 'parsons and property in 
every respect (whosoever or of whatever 
nation they may be) shall be respected and 
protected the same as other persons and 
natives. — ^The convention between Count 
Tramp and Captain Nott, of the l6th of 
June last, shall be in full force, and be 
published throughout this country without 
delay, together with this agreement. 

7* All merchants' houses which are shut 
up in this Qountry shall immediately be 
opened and the merchants of the said island 



be permitted to cQntitii^ pr axry oa t^Mr 
trade as formerly. 

8. All Danish property and publio mon^ 
is to be restored. 



our hands, and seals this twenfy** 
second day of Aiigui^^ one thousand 
eight hundred and ninob 

(Signed) 

Samuix Phsuts. 
' Maanus St£?hbsissn« 
Stephisi^ Stbphenssk. 
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ACCOUNT OF HECLA, 



Xheee 18 scarcely H part of this great island 
but bears the most striking marks of the 
^feets of subterraneous fires^ though the m<Mre 
dreadful eruptions of later years have been 
^confined to its southern and eastern quarters. 
Not only in the loftiest mountains, but even 
in the plains and vallies^ the remains of 
^iLtinguished craters arrest the attention of 
the traveller^ and the tracts of lava which he 
frequently meets with are so extensive^ that 
it not uncommonly happens that an Ice- 
landic summer's day^: however considerable 
its length, does not allow sufficient time to 
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traverse one of them in its greatest txt&tkt 
Among the numerous volcanoes, Hecla, from 
the fVequencyv of Ita fires, fipm its vicinity 
to the most populous part of the island^ 
and from its situation that renders it visi- 
ble to ships sailing to Greenland and North 
America, has been by far the most celebrated 
among ftreign countries; oov dl^es it!'9^m 
to have been considered of less importance 
at home, having atti;acted, to such a degree 
the notice of the native historians, that its 
several eruptions, subsequently to the coloni- 
zation of the island (for it is suppose^ that 
many had taken place previously), have been 
inserted ia the chronides of t^e- couiltry. 
Upon this subject, however, the diflereitt 
annalists are far from b^ing agreed, some, 
accordittg to. Povelsen and 01afcea> who 
qpeak only of the principal <Miei^ nentioniiigf 
no more than deven, and otheits oiiiy skft-f 
teen ; while these authors say that, after the 
most attentive researches, they can speak wiftb 
oonfidence to twenty«»two^ without reckoUi* 
ing several, which, though enuttierated * by 
other writers, they regard as uncertain, liiink^ 
11^ that the same eruption may luwebeen 
counted more than onoe, fsom its hwiag 



Itotod ^kmit a ytar^ or kai faefing begun m 
liittta* mMJl ceaaed tlte IbUowing sj^iog; zn4 
abo w^oiit inelttding llie less i»poFtaat 
disebteges^ that have not i«ued fro» the 
volcano itself^ but i^om some oi the hiUool» 
or beda of lava about it; though tbese m 
cealilty luive a right to be inckKlei^ as having 
originated from Hecla^ whose iKe passing 
through subterranieous channels has foundf 
teftt in difierent places. Leaving this ques-* 
tion undecided, I confine myself to Aregrim * 
Jonas, who, in his^ Brevis Commentarms d6 
Islandia^^ relates the first to have taken 

* Tfais accottnt dpes not exactly agree with that givea 
ty Voa TroUj who mentions eruptions of Hecla» ifi 
1S74« 1390, and 1436. — ^The dates of the eruptions qf 
iEtna and Vesuvius have also been recorded, and, in the 
uncertainty of their periods, i-esemble what I find re- 
speeting Hecku— They are as follows : 

■ • 

JtfouiU JEtna — ^befoi.'e the chiisti^n ae^a, foi|r ;-^in thfe 
years 3325, 3538, 3554, 3843. — After Christ twentjj- 
seven— 1175, 1285, 1321,. 1323,, 1329, 1408, 1530, 
IS96, ISSr, 1540, 1545, 1545, 1554, 1556, 1566, 1579, 
1614,, 1634, 1636, 1643, 1669, 1682, 1689, 1692, 1747« 
1755, 1766. 

M^wU Fesii8ttw/^--«fter €hrist^^9, WB, 47^, hl% 
^85, 093, 1036, 1043, 1048, 1136, 1506, 1538, (tte 
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place A. JD. 1104; and to bare been succeeded 
by others in theyears 1 137, l^f^^y IdOO, 134 1^ 
1362, and 1389, after whidb the mountain 
is said to have remained quiet till 1538, and 
then again for the space of eighty-one years, 
when, in 1619, fresh matter was vomited 
forth; and also iii 1636, 1^93, and 17669 
the latter erup^on lasting, without intermis> 
sion, firom the 15th of April till the 7th of 
September. Flames, but unattended with 

' lava, appeared in 177 ^ ^^^ 177^5 s>i^<^^hi^ 
period to the latter end of the year, 1810, 
neither fire nor smoke has b^n perceived. 

ilaving already, in my .journal (v<d. i. 
page 194) stated the circumstances whiok 
prevented me from reaching Hecia, it is 
necessarily out of my power to give an ac- 
count of the state of the mountain fronof 
my own actual observation ; but, if I may 
be allowed to judge from the information 
I received in the neighborhood, I had less 
reason than might be imagined to regret my 

eruption at Puzzole), 1631, 1660, 1682, 1694, 1701 
1704, 1712, 1717, 1730, 1737, 1751, 1754, 1760, 1766, 
1767, 1770, 1771.— 5tr Wliliam Hamilton* sCampi Pkle- 
§f€ti, p. 51< 
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di&ippointiiient; the covering of snow^ that 
in many seasons entirely envelopes the sum- 
mit^ having lain particularly thick during the 
summer of 1809^ and so completely concealed 
every thing that might be looked upon as re- 
markable^ that the prosecution of my jour- 
ney would but have added to my fatigue 
without a chance of the success I wished 
for. Sir Joseph Banks^ however^ and his 
party^ were more fortunate^ and an account 
of their ei^pedition has been published by 
Von Troit^ whose remarks on Hecla are so 
iamiliar to the English reader, that the 
mountain may be considered as well known. 
At the same time, as it is one of those 
things that are reckoned most wonderful in 
Iceland, I am unwilling to pass it in silence^ 
but shall endeavor, by means of extracts 
from the less generally known publication of 
Povelsen and Olafsen^ aided by some notes 
made from Sir Joseph Banks* manuscripts, 
to compensate for what I have not in my 
power to relate in my own journal. 

Our Icelandic travellers, on their excur- 
sion to Hecla, stopped at the village of 
Setsund situated in the vicinity of the moun* 
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iakiy wheve the pf<^ietor of the tMa uigadi 
ilma to aco^ him is>r their goide^ he 
l>eing tMiquacint^ mih the oountry idl arotfnd 
At volcano^ though he had never actually 
wadied even its foot The whole of the 
inhabitants who reside in the neigbboriiood 
consider it as the tie%ht of temerity for^aiQr 
lone to endeavour to climb the mountain': 
m otAer, therefeite^ to deter these gelstlemfifti 
Ifom being rash ^enovgh to m^ke the at* 
^6mpi, they rqfwesented a variety of sfiper- 
/natural iobtteoles^ ^bicb» Jiaviiig, ft^m tiitte 
immeatorialy been Jhanded down ^rom father 
to son^ were .perlui||)iB ^as devoutly believed 
•as tiiey were ^seriously related^ telling, amoi^ 
<dthefr things that were also urged to/me, 
how Hedla is guarded by a dumber of 
strange black biids resembling crows^ bilt 
armed with beaks of ircm^ with which they 
would receive in a very ungraicious manner 
any man that m^^ht presume to infrii^ 
upon their territ($ry. The country for two 
leagues around Hecia the^ found wholly 
destitute of vegetation^ the soil consisting of 
scoria^ pumice, and red and bkick cinders^ 
which, by the breaking out of tlie subter* 
raneous fires, were here atid ihiere raised 
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Dreaisiiig in istae 'the .noatte fthegr apj^rcndied 
the ibountain. The prhidpal dne^ wfaiob 
is foalled rBaod-^cfldUir \ is of an 'dblbbg 
foitm, iwith -an opening in its Isttmmit oS an 
hundred ('and forty-four feet m defyth^ and 
eight hundred and foity feet An eiicvin^ 
fbrentie:. it /conedsts ;eirtiBely of 'Sibal} vfid 
fiiioing stones^ that h^e evideti% (been ^in 
a state of lique&Qtion. On reaohing Heoia, 
^4he ^diffioulty of piteee^og was anbfeasddi 
especiall(f when it becaoie necesdary 'M> feUMl 

over the heat» ^^ '^^ ^^ ^^^ flcfirad <£rom 
ithe wlcano^ and fermed ttmnd the base ^ 
the motinitain a sort of rampart from jbrt^y to 
jn^venty feet in height, consisting of masses 

* '^ We .arrived (S^ttimber ^4, 177^) at agieen ^pot 
under Graufel-hraun where we pitched our tents and 
proceeded to a crater which has an opening of half a 
ibile in circumference^ but its western side is destroyed 
by the ehipfion. The hraun lies as if it eame from this 
cmter, and the iaih and sshas y/Adeh formerfy made^a 
part of its western side are still seen among it. The 
lower .part and remaining walls are composed of nothing 
but ashes^ cinders^ and pieces of lava in various states. 
Its name is Il5d-01dur.— The scene of desolation all 
arodnd k almost inooaosivable/'-^iStir Jo$eph Banks' 
jtf(9fiu$cript JouTfuUt 
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of melted stone. In this spot^ whkh a^^ieare 
to be the place alluded to by Von Troil, where 
he speaks of the hill as being surrounded with 
Ipfty glazed walls^ and filled with high gl^ed 
clifis not to be compared to any thing he 
ever saw before^ our travellers found it neces* 
sary to leave their horses ; and their guide^ 
under the pretence that he was suddenly 
attacked with a head-ache^ excused himself 
from attending them farther on their journey* 
The ridge of lava was climbed with extreme 
difficulty, for the stones of which it was 
con^posed lay detached, and there were so 
many deep holes between them, that it was 
necessary to use the greatest caution in walk- 
ing to prevent accidents. The ground shortly 
after "becoming more solid, their road was 
consequently materially improved, and they 
began their ascent on the western side, where 
the continual cracking of the rock under 
their feet at first caused them some uneasi^* 
ness, till, upon more attentive observation, 
they found that the whole mountain itself 
was reduced to a mere pumice-stone, lying 
in horizontal strata of moderate thickqeiis^ 
every where full of fissures ; and hence, they 
observe, may be formed some idea of the 
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intensity of the flre^ whereby an immense 
mountain haB been so far consumed that all 
the rocks which compose it will crumble 
into ashes^ if the volcano that has produced 
such an effect should again for a while 
resume its operations. Contrary to* their 
expectations^ they continued to ascend with- 
out meeting with any obstacle^ passing over a 
continued series of sloping terraces^ of which 
they reckoned seven before they reached the 
summit. The sides of the hill they found 
from top to bottom deeply scarred with ra- 
vines formed originally by the torrents of 
lava^ but now serving as beds for the winter 
cataracts. Among other curious minerals 
that they met with on their way, they 
gathered some that they considered as deci- 
sive of the fact of Heqla haying occasionally, 
thrown out water * as well as fire ; and they 



* The dischai^ of water from volcanoes^ as well 
as fire^ is by no means unusual. Sir William Hamilton^ 
who most ingeniously endeavors to account for some of 
the most striking appearances of the globe from this cir- 
cumstance^ considers the water as merely rain that has 
been deposited in the caverns^ contrary, as he says, to 
the geoeraUy rec^?ed opinion that it arises fvom a con- 
nection between the mountains and the sea. He men- 
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we from this led to notice an extmofdiM^y 
matter^ of whi<Ji they do not appear th&mn 
aelves to have seen any symptoms, that so 
great a iiQantity of salt^ has been fouml 

tipaa (Cftfiijji Phkgri^M p. ^7J oa tto subject, tW^t '' it 
is w€U attested, thai in the grc^at eruption of Vesuvius^ 
A. D. 1631, several tovirna, among which were Porticl 
and Torre del Grreco, were destroyed by a torrent of 
boiHng water having burst out of the mountain witli^the 
lava^ b|r yMg^ thousands of livet weie kat^** 

* Thjs^ as they say, (torn. iii. p. 35.) " ne cpntriW 
pas pen a confirmer I* opinion de la connexion probable 
entre la mer et les volcans> tant de cenx qui vomissent 
des Qiatibres embrase^s, que de eeux qui vomiss^nt de 
re«u ^lernativeivieot.. On peut raisoaAablemaivt pri- 
mer ces coounumciations entre la mer, les vQlcans, et fes 
glacico^ de la partie orientale, en raison de leur proxi- 
mite de la mer et la profondeur de leurs racines ; ces 
montagnes Tomissent en eiet une bien phis grande 
quantity d'eau que la fonte des gtaces jne pcnifrait ppQ- 
duire, et on a m^me remarque un goM salin 4 leurs 
eaux. On object^rapeut-^tre, 4 regard du mont Hecla, 
qu^l pent se trouver dans sea eatraiUea quantity 
de sel de roche^ mais ses entrailles voat jusqu'an 
niveau de la mer j d'ailkurs ind^pendamment de ropiaioB 
g^n^ralement acer^it^ de tant de savans de tous 1^ ps^j 
de la connexion seci-^te qu'il y a entre TEtna en l^cile et 
FHecla, puisque ces deux volcans ont si souvent hw(M$ 
en m^me temps, on verra nmnbre dTexemples curienx 
qui prouvent la sympathie qu*il y a entre I'lleclft^ tors 



kodi ftonmber^if l^ttfa. .On the iiight of 
tibe^l9«h of JuQ^^ tbey «<» Ilt^ apfs^q]^^ 
tfae>^iiiD^t> imdr foiMMJi tbe^i^^tvei' on th$ 
edlgttQf ^die cr»tor^ ift it^ p]«w l^QVerecl wUb ic9 
and aiMMir ; yet not of 8u«k n nature »$ that 
of thft gladien, qinoe it geo^^raUy m?lt3 aw»y 
in theigaminer montb«i oi^pMqg oply wh^t 
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4^ a8» 4mpkmi ^t les iwtreg volc^o? <le Flalande plus 
^ll^gn^ de lui <i^*U ne Test de la mer^ et m6me- les pliis 
^loi^^d.'*— What might be considered as still farther 
proving the connection between volcanoes and )the ocean 
18^ that ^tna is related by Seneca in his second book 
IfMtMfolkmi QuatHontBm to hatre thrclwn out & quantity 
of Imniliig sand ^ so tlMit <^ iBvolixtiu eft dies pulvcr^ 
pc^letque subita noif, tmnit^*' but ]^ffobaUy that 
pbiloscpher iQeant nothing more by sand thao mtAitie 
particle* of pulverized matter^ a quantity of wbich> 
TMembMng gunpowder^ was lately sh^vn me by tbe 
Cbunlefla of Goslbrd> picked up during tie last Miptkn 
dP tho same jnotuitain (March^ 1809}^ in the vtatf 
Atfoets of Messiaa^ fifty mUea distant in a straight liooj 
where it Ml in such cpaantitie* that several cart-k)odB 
might l»ave been eolleeted.-^Tbe most exttaordinafy 
proof cf the eonnection between volcanoes and subter- 
laoeotts waters seems t& be aifocded by HikmboMt^ wbd> 
in- the aDo^ogical part of hia trsmls^ speaks of the vol- 
caaoes of jQuito casting out innumerable quanlities of 
a qiedes of fish that is BmoA in the streums thAt run 
into thesides of the mio»ntain»« 
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lies in the hollows tod clefts; for Hedtt is 
to be ckssed am^ng the Icelandic mountttiM 
of inferior height, rising to tio greater cSeWU 
tioh than five thousand feet above the ^ieirel 
of the sea. What rendered their walk^msipe ^ 
uncomfortabk was that a flight of snow had 
recently feUen, the depth of which was not 
less than a foot and half. Through this th^ 
had a long and toilsome passage, before they at 
last found themselves arrived at the object of 
their journey, the summit of MoUnt Heda*,*- 
where the most dreary solitude and silence the 

* Sir Joseph Banks thus describes his asceot of the 
same blU: ''we asoeaded Mount Hecla with.tbes mwA 
blowing against us so violently that. we could with 
difllculty proceed. The frost too was lying upon .the 
ground^ and the cold extremely severe. We ouiXKtves 
were.cofered with ice in such a manner that our elgtlies 
resembled buckram. On reaching the summit of the 
fint peak^ we here and. there, remarked places were tiie 
snow had been meltedj and a little heat was ariMfig 
from them> and it was by one of these. thltt we rested. to 
observe the barometer^ which was 34. 8S8. Th. 97* The 
water we had with us was all frozen. Doctor.Lind filled 
his wind-machine with warm water : it rose to I. . 6 and 
then froze into spicultt^ so that we could not make ob- 
servations any longer. We thought we had arriised at 
the highest peak, but soon saw one above us >. towards 
which we hastened. Doctor Soiander remaiofid.witk:an 



most prefbund reigned* aU arofnid^ ithaii^' md 
tbejn could dkeover no traces either ^ of fissufes 
in t^^rook or fidls of water^ Md stillless of hot 
aprkigsioT smoke or fire. ^ ThcHigh now mid- 
nighty it was as br^ht : as: day, so that . they; 
e^njby^ an immensely extensive prb^ect; 
looking orer all the glaciers to the east^ 
beyond ^vrhich in the distaiice towered^ like 
a great castle, the ancient volcano, of Hoer^ 
dabreid; while to the north they, had a view 
of^all the lofty hills of that. quarter, and of a 
number of lakes of which they could not learn 
the names. Finding nothing on the top of 

Icdnnder m the intermediate valiey 5 the rest of us eon- 
tinued our route to the summit of the peak> which we 
found intensely cold 5 but on the highest point was a 
spot of three yards in breadth^ whence there proceeded 
so mudi heat and steam that we could not bear to sit 
down upon it~H. 9. ^^. :Ban 24,?:S2. Th. 38. . The 
last eruption of 1766 broke out on a sudden attended by 
an earthquake. A south wind carried' a quantity of 
ashes to Holum^ a distance of an hundred and eighty 
miles! Horses were so alarmed as to run about till 
tiiey dropped down through fetigue^ and the people 
who lived near the mcniAlMdn lost their cattle^ which 
were either choked with ash«» or starved before th^y 
could be removed to grass. Some lingered for a year^ 
and on being opened their stomachs were found to be 
Ml of ashcsi" — Sir Joseph Banks* MS. Journal. 
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Heela to induce thfem tD prolong dieir tSmy^ 
Ihey descended en the west side hy a deep 
mvioe, whidi, cbrnmeneing at the sumiiMlt ef 
the mountain and continuing to its tery btse> 
a]^pears evidently to have been the bed of a 
eurrent of lava^ and was most prdbabljr 
formed at the time of tiie eraptwn of tSOO; 
since the anaads of the countiy relate diat at 
that period Heela Was rent from the top t^ 
the bottom. This cavity has now only (k^ 
appearance of a deep valley> but it is l^ewf'^ 
th^ess oertain^ they say^ that it was origniti^ 
tpen to the very centre cdT tha voleatiOj but 
was choked up by the falling in of stones 
and rocks^ which forced their way -dowti* 
Wards on the cessation of the eruption, when 
the subterraneous fires ceased to lend, the 
earth unnatufal strength. Many lai)ge osassea 
dF rock thrown from the volcano still hang 
upon the edges of th6 ravine, where they 
were cast by the eruption; but far greater 
heaps of melted and burnt substances are 
met with at the bottom of this singulat* and 
immenne chasm.— ^Thas m«ch for the gefie>- 
ral and exterior conformation of Hfecila. The 
effects of its subterraneous fires, mischievous 
as they have been^ are small compared to 



titoitt of odiar mofuntaiiis) for wfaiek teason 
I dmll ptocded to a diort ckscription bf ttrb 
<yr tkl^e that hate been the tt^cst rdmarkaMd 
in this respect. 

4 

Kfubh) in tiie nortlneiistern part of the 
uteod, Yotnited forth gmt rireta of burning 
attd Btdted mtlter betiir^n the y^ara lt^34 
aMl' 174^0^ one of tvhieh waa four milaa aitd 
a l»tf ta^ Mf kith and nine in length ^ it flowed 
into the aci^ointng l^kse, Myvnto, wliwe. it 
continued to bum like oil for inailjn da^ 
filling the lake^ drying op its wiytem, . .atld 
deatffoytng the viAol&of the JBsh« iAnptker 
toiMnt overflowed the prebbytery.iof Reyk^ 
eiid, which it so completely buried aia not td 
kave left a vestige of the plaoe^ These floodk 
of fire art called by the nativea M&naa (atones . 
flsod)^ and afforded^ daring the day^ a blue 
flame, reaemblii^ that of sulphur ^ - but the 
atnoke^ whkh arose from all paMs^ in a 
great measure hindered it from bekig seen. 
During the night the whole extent of the 
iiorizon was iiluminated^ and the. h'^b^r 
regions of the atmosphere became red. 
fialls of fire were hurled from the stenaii aa 
well as from tli^ burning mountain^ and 
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were the means, together with the surround- 
ing redness of the atmosphere, of announcing 
to the inhabitants at a considerable distance 
the dreadful disaster. 

Katlegiaa in the southern part of the 
island ejected a great torrent of water on the 
17th of' October, 17^^^ which inundated an 
extent of country fifteen miles long and 
twelve wide, sweeping away in its impetuous 
course numerous masses of ice, to which 
were attached pieces of rock of great size. 
.Whilst the minds of the natives were 
occupied in the reflection of the dreadful 
consequences that were likely to ensue from 
this extraordinary phaenomenon, as well as 
from the accompanying earthquake, a noise 
was heard likb that of thunder, when knmev 
diately a rapid discharge.of fire and water 
took place alternately from the mountain, 
attended by most frightful and horrible 
roarings, which continued, with but slight 
intermission, during the whole of the' first 
day; at night the neighboring districts were 
illuminated by flames, and balls of fire were 
cast . to a great height in the air, so that 
lieav^ and earth seemed to be equally in 
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t state of conflagration* On the 19th the 
oolunm of smoke appeared black in the day^ 
but fiUed with balls and sparks of fire, which 
in the night cast a strong light over the 
whole of Myrdal Syssel^ whilst the conntiy 
situated to the eastward of that district was 
in darkness both day and night. All the 
syssels in that direction were covered with 
black sand and cinders^ and loud subterra- 
neous noises were heard. even as far as Guld<- 
briiigue and Kiosar Syssels (eighty or ninety 
miles distant) and ashes fell .like rai.n in the 
Ferroe Islands, a distance of three hundred 
miles! 

But the most dreadful volcanic eruption, 
which the annals of Iceland have yet re- 
corded, took place so late as the year 1783. 
This was in the south-eastern part of the 
island, in the district, called Skaptefield's 
Syssel, and so tremendous was it, that I 
have been induced here to publish a transla- 
tion of a very sensible pamphlet respecting 
it, printed by the Etatsroed Stephensen^ 
who was an eye witness of the calamity ; 
feeling that such an event ought to be re- 
corded in the British . language, and being 
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{)ersdlMled that my readers will be obligedl 
to me for here iiimifthmg them with it« 
Without further apology^ therefore^ or pre^ 
flice^ I proceed to say, that the original of 
the following Accmmt of the Volcanic Erup^ 
%i(m in SkaptefitHs Syssel was published at 
C!openhagen^ in the Danish language^ in tbe^ 
year 1785^ under the title of Kort Beskri^ 
vebe &ver den nye Futcuns lUspruimng % 
Fester-SkaptefieUTs Syssel paa Island i 
aarety IJSS. ^ Its author, Mn Magmis Ste^ 
phensen^ the present Etatsroed of leeland^ 
upon the intelligence of the ttuptton reaching 
Denmark^ where he then was, received in^- 
structibns from the king to proceed to Ice- 
land, in company with Mr. Hans Qiristopiier 
Diderich Victor de Leretzen^ for the p^N 



* I hti^e, ib the first edition of toy Toar (p. 408)^ 
httA ted into an trror in consequence of Mr. Pennant's 
stating^ that his account of the eruption of Skaptefield*s 
Syssel was translated from Mr. Stephensen*s pamphlet, 
(See IntroducHon to Artie Zoology, p. cccxxi.), whereas 
I have since been inforikied that the original was the 
perforaiance of S. M. Holme^ upon the same subjeiot. 
The title of the book h, Om Jordbranden paa island % 
aaret, 1783. It was published in Copenhagen^ in 1784, 
and is noticed in a manner not very creditable in the 
course of Mr. Siephensen*s account. 



^OLdAKdftS^ lid 

pMe cf 8€eitig tbirt sMh meaflwes were put 
iMo e6^ B8 were deemed mrost expedietrt 
for the safety of th« suf^rs. Mr. Stef>hefi«- 
§en was besid«^ tkiere psirticiiiariy charged 
with a commission to collect all posn iM ft 
information respecting the eruption, the 
phaenomena with whi6h it was attended, 
and its effects; to sunrey, himself, the va- 
rious cttrrenta of fova, and, if possible, the 
iottfce oif the vdleano, m weU as to aearah 
hit any mkiersd sobsiatices which were likely 
to be useful in the arts. Each of the geft* 
tlemeti above mentioned^ on his retam to 
Copenhagen, delivered in an account- of the 
ebservations tnade during the joomies, which 
were sutnnitted to bis Danish Majesty, who 
w«& pksaaed not oidy tt> pay t^e whole eit* 
penee^ of th^r totir, and allow them a con*^ 
iiderable gratuity, but farther to grant to 
Mr. Slepheiiseu the copyright of bis p\ibii- 
cation. 

Such is the substance of the author's 
Address to the Reader^ which forms a 
aort cS introduction to the Work. The ri^ 
maining part of the publication I have had 
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tcwslatod mth all , pOBsible .fidelity (ib part 
through the kindness of Mr. Jorgensen), an4 
have given it^ as nearly as possible^ accord- 
ing to the literal sense and meaning of the 
author. 

u. 

^^ Although no , volcanic , eruption in Ice- 
land was ever attended with more lament- 
Theexttntofthe »We conscqueuces than that 
***°*5c which took place in the year 
1783^ yet its immediate effects were not 
greater or more destructive than many of the 
former ones. For example^ let us only con- 
sider what happened in the year 1300, and 
let us reflect on the long chain of events of 
which our annals give an account, during 
the whole of the 14th century, especially in 
ihe.. years 1341, ^1350, 1357, 136o, and 
13^0 *, and on the damage sustained in 

* See different annals in Legati Magfueani BibL in 
the Royal Observatory^ especially in No. 246^ among 
the folios, and No. 407, 411, 418, 421, 425, 427, and 
488, among the quartos. See also Annalen hlandorum 
reg. among Langehock*8 Scriptores rerum JDanic, fiiedn 
^i. Tom, III. p. 134 and 135. 
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one mornings when Hecla burned in Bishop 
Gotts^n*s titne^ about 1436*^. If^thesebe 
compared with the mischief done in IfSA^ 
the difference will appear quite evident: yet 
it is soriously to be lamented that the da* 
mage should reach one of the finest and 
most beautiful parts of theccuintry, formerly 
supporting a number of people, who are now 
reduced to a state of misery and ruin. How- 
ever, praise be to God, the injury is not 
neanrly so extensive as many erroneous reports 
have led pec^le-to believe. 

§ II. 

The ^te of the \ delightful spring succeeded 

weather m the o r o 

spring of 1783. an uuusualiy mild winter in 
Iceland, in the year, 17S3. jCIear, calm, and 
warm weather,* with sunshine, were only 
interrupted by soft breezes from the south, 
mingled with abundant showers of rain* 
The pastures were at an early period seen 
dresised in a green and luxuriant vegetation, 
and, in the month of May, adorned with 
many herbs and flowers in their freshest 

* See No. 213 folio, and 407 quarto, in Leg, Magn. 
Bihl 
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Vigour. The greatest bedefit was tntioN 
poted from the cattle^ which had feecome 
sleeic and abrong after sa mild a winter vid 
Spring, and every ooe rejoiced at the prot*^ 
peet of a fruitfal amnmer and an abundant 
hanreat. But all these happy illnsiona fled 
witdi the month of May. 

The conm^ec Toward&the letter end of Mtjr 

ment of the \ ^ 

SruptiMi. a bluish and 1 ight smoke, or iagy 
was seen floating along the aurfkce of the 
earth, and attracted the notice of several well- 
informed people : yet no one had the smal- 
lest idea of the approaching evil till strong 
earthquakes were perceived and feh over the 
whole of Skaptefield's Syasel osi tiiie 1st of 
June. The^e became daily more terrtUe, 
eiq)eciaUy during the mornings and eveningSj^ 
and at last on the ftth of June, the finst da^ 
of Whitsuntide, they announced the most 
violent commotions in the bowels of the 
earths 

« 

At eight in the morning the weather was 
still fine^ and clear, but towards nine a dark 
and black bank of smoke arose in the norths 



t&d afefeiq^th extended itscUowptiia^Btndl 
caUed Sida. Tbta bank could not at fimt 
fas ^esaa- from the form^kousea that wcfe 
pleteantljT tituated at tha foot of a:ld% 
aiid dose^Hooimeoted range of mountaini; 
ftti»tching for the moat part from eaat to 
west^ nor coald the inhabitants distingiiiah 
it till it was qnite near^ and immediately 
over Sida^ but several pafsons who were 
proceeding from the district «Landbrot^ situ- ' 
atfid a Httie to the south of the place just 
mentioned^ to . ILirkebai-oloiater churchy ob^ 
seeded a great number of pillars of smoke 
arise firom among: the wild mountains in 
the norths and in a little time gather t)iem'» 
selves together and form the large black 
bank. On the nearer approach of this> 
Sida became involved in darkness, and, when 
tb^ ^k wa» perp^n^olady over it> an im?< 
n^we quantity of sand and ashes^ much 
repiembUng: thoae of buraod cQids, fc^l u|iofl 
^ grwnd^ <K>vering it to tlie tfaiekncsa of 
an in^h. Intermixed with these substanees 
Wl^s om of a grey> shining, ^x\A hard nature^ 
W^^ will hereafter be mora iuUy described; 
A ap^tbeni wind prevented the &rtt»r pro* 
gre^s of the hank on this and the following 
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day, but earthquakes, with heavy peals of 
thunder, tc^ther with subterraneous noises 
and cracklings, continually increased; so 
that during the whole day, and long after 
the close of it, such noises were heard as 
might be compared to the roaring of a num« 
her of cataracts all meeting in the same place, 
or something similar to a large kettle boil- 
ing over impetuously. 

On the 10th of June several fire-tpouts 
were distinctly seen, for the first time, rising 
from among the mountains towards the 
north. The black bank became tame lofty 
every day, while earthquakes, peals of thun- 
der, and strange sounds increased. 

The river skaptaa The Skaptaa was formerly 

dUappeare. ^ ^^^y ^^^ ^.j^^^ ^j^^^j flowcd 

between Skaptartunga and Sida,- and for the 
most part ran parallel with the latter, which 
was also divided by this river from the dis- 
tricts Landbrot, Medalland, and Skaptar- 
tunga. It took its rise from Sida or Skaptar- 
Jokelen, an ice-mountain, situated about nine 
leagues north of Sida. The stream was very 



rftpid^ and the river in many plades passable 
only in boats. In the Spring of 178^5 ^ 
vast quantity of fetid water^ mixed with 
gravel or dust^ was observed running down 
the Skaptaa, which was greatly swollen on 
the 9th and 10th of June^ when^ to the 
astonishment of every one^ it totally dis- 
appeared, and was so dried up in less than 
twenty-four hours, that people walked across 
with ease in such places as were formerly 
crossed by travellers with difficulty in boats. 
There is, however, still to be observed a 
small running stream; but it only arises 
from a number of little brooks which, pro- 
ceeding from the sides of the mountains, 
discharge their waters into the bed of the 
Skaptaa. These waters, in Iceland called 
Berg-vand (to distinguish them from the 
thick and milky Jokel-vand, of which the 
Skaptaa and all other rivers deriving their 
source from ice-mountains consist), were 
quite clear and pellucid. So remarkable a 
pfaaenomenon as the drying up of the Skap- 
taa, was fully accounted for on the ensuing 
day, the 12th of June, when a dreadful fire- 
stream came pouring down with the greatest 
impetuosity^ like a foaming sea, into the 

VOL. II. K 
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Skaptaa. This river every where ran throqgh 
deep valltes and between lofty cliflfs, whiieh 
were in many parts from four to five hund- 
red or even six hundred feet high ; yet the 
fire-stream not only filled up these cavities, 
but actually overflowed a considerable tract 
of land on both sides. It is only in a 
few places that there are still to be seen 
above the lava some of the tops of the 
highest mountains^ that formerly enclosed 
the Skaptaa. 

'^atm^p^e^^^^^^ It IS impossiWc to find 

^'junf*^**' language that will convey an 
adequate idea of the horrible circumstances 
that accompanied the first eruption, and 
made this day peculiarly dreadful. — A dark 
and dismal bank arising in the north-west 
and pouring forth ashes, sand, brimstone, 
and the hard greyish substance before al- 
luded to. — An intolerably stinking and suf- 
focating smoke, concealing the face of the 
sun and absorbing its brilliant and beneficent 
rays. — Seldom could this luminary be per- 
ceived through the thick and sulphureous 
steam, and when it now and then became 



/ 
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>nlsibk it had the appearance of a globe of 
a g]oomy and blood- red color.* — Constant 
diocks of earthquakes^ innumerable fire- 
spoiits in the i^ortb^ a dreadful foaming 
streaiti of fire rushing down into the Skap- 
taa^ indescribable sounds in the air^ heavy 
fubterraneous thunders^ noises from the 
mountains and continued lightnings, filled 
every breast with the greatest terror, and 
led the poor inhabitants to expect every 
moment that heaven and earth would he 
annihilated. Nor is this to be wondered at ; 
for none of the wretched people could tell 
how soon they and their property might 
become the prey to such powerful and 
visible means of destruction. 

§ VL 

The progress The Stream of fire, though now 
Qftiicfire, i^uning with incredible futy, for 

the most part, along the channel of the Skap* 
taa, nevertheless, here and there extended 
itself over the old l^va-tracts on the sides of 
the river. Great cracklings and noises were 
heard, when many pieces of red-hot lava fell 
together into holes in the rivers, where the 
water had been previously evaporated by the 
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fl«. He c„r,«,t of lav. hadio . single day, 
before the evening of the 12th^ proceeded 
as far as the hrm Aa^ in Sida^ where it over- 
flowed houses^ enclosures^ pasture-lands^ and 
carried every thing away before it. It had 
also in another direction dotie much damage 
to the farm Buland^ and destroyed Svartanup 
and Litlanes. On the western side the fire 
had already extended itself as far as the 
farms Svinadal and Hvaam, where much 
injury had been sustained. The same was 
the case with Skaptardal^ on the eastern 
side. 

According to all appearances it might rea- 
sonably have been expected that the im- 
mense masses of lava^ rushing down like 

■ 

melted metal from out the Skaptaa^ with 
such prodigious force and velocity^ would 
at once have over-^run Medalland^ which lay 
just beneath^ and consequently have done 
infinite mischief; but at this very place the 
fire was arrested in its progress, on the suc- 
ceeding day. A lake, formerly situated in a 
place between Skaptardal and Aa, but now in 
part filled up with sand from the Skaptaa, 
swallowed up a vast quantity of lava that, for 
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sweral successive days^ poured down with a 
horrid noise. The fire-stream was conse* 
quently very much diminished^ but when 
the great lake was at length filled^^ and when 
the lava, by continual supplies froili ita 
principal source, had risen to a considerable 
height in the valley between Skaptartung'a. 
and Aa, then the stream extended itself 
much farther over the lowlands. Fright- 
ful noises and sounds that caused the whole 
place to tremble, strong claps of thunder 
and constant lightnings, prevented the in-* 
habitants from taking any rest between the 
14th and 15th of June. The burning lava 
was seen at that time to overflow the farm 
Nes, in Skaptartunga, together with the 
whole of the adjacent country, and, among 
other places, several that were well wooded 
between this farm and Skalarstapi, in Sidia. 
Another arm proceeded eastward from this 
place, passing by the farms Skal and Holt, 
where it stopped several days; but during 
that period burned the wood-lands called 
Brandeland, belonging to Kirkebai'-cloister. 

On the 13th previous, several persons had 
endeavored to go up into the n^ountains in 
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Qoxleir to dbscoier die r&A soitree vf the ^ve^ 
and die extent of the misehief thiit hail en- 
sued from it in the district ; bat die thiek 
smoke issuing from the hiva made their at- 
tempt quite impracticable. Nodiing could 
be seen but the stream that had filled up the 
Sfcaptaa, together with innumerable fir&* 
spouts^ which rose out of the river^ close ly|r 
Ulfarsdal and a long way towards the north. 

§ VII. 

The firc^tream. During the cusuing three 
days, till the 18th of June, the fire epread 
itself slowty towards the south anfd socidi* 
west, from Skal over the oM lava-tracts^ 
It penetrated the innermost and most con- 
cealed crevices, by which means the <dd 
lava was as it were lifted up fttnti ite 
original bed; and formed itito a number of 
hills. It did not, however, suffer itself ife 
be so removed without a sti^nge whistUng 
kind, of noise, caused by the fire forcing the 
air from the subterraneous caves through the 
cracks and narrow openings. Sand ai^d ear^ 
were only slightly scorched by the fire, and 
it had but little effect upon the grey*8ft6ne 
(grcuisteen); but, on the contrary, it^pene- 



btBt&AMto t|^ «itoaUert jfissiirto> a«d:}iol!eft of 
t)i^ <^)d lava^ which iv$i4<s#oit na^ltedi Somimg 
wi4h the fi^^3 acui .ofMn taking fire itwcH. 
ll^lif; )irh^n an oid pite)e.of laYavr^s.nveUed) 
H imm^iately ligfaited ifaat with which it mw 
la.coittact, 'god to eontiiraed tUl.tbe whole 
was oa Jfire. It is rematkakle that, durii^ the 
Hi^tiog of this hiva, the iippermast crosfc 
remained in its original state, so tiiat Lu^ 
pieces might be taken out of the firee*stream 
whieh had the appearance of beaten metal. 
The stream forced itiself downward, where 
it continued its progress, throwing the above- 
mentioned crust up into the air or to the 
sides of the current, m which situation it 
i»in«aed h. u>me U«e, burniog in a pure 
steady Gsme. Whe^ver the fire-ttream had 
in Khis manner fojpeed its way nuder biUa 
mhI nocks, they wene, hy tneaM pf ^ 
heated subterraneous vapo99^ ijurown. into 
the air with prodigious force aiid a dread- 
ful noise. It may easily be conceived what 
41 horrible crackling must attend the l»ir»t- 
mg asunder of such .imine«ise masses of iiock, 
many of them from an hundred and twenty 
to an hundred and eighty feet in height; but 
how much more terrifying miist.be the fall- 
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ing of these bodies^ when the velocity is sa 
much accelerated by the vast h^ght to which 
they are generally thrown. During these 
days the fire increased so much in redness^ 
and spread itself in so great a d^ree over 
Sidumanna Afrett*^ towards the souths on 
account of a northerly wiiid then blowing, 
that several farmers residing on the heatfaa 
actually 'fled with all their cattle and move- 
ables, frightened at the immense confla- 
gration, which, though at a considerable 
distance from them, appeared to be quite 
in the vicinity. 

^ VIII. 

Ncw<?mprion 0» ^^c 18th of JuHc, a most 
of lava, ^jreadfiil eruption of lava again 
broke out among the mountains. In those 
places where the Skaptaa had not been quite 
filled up, the lava was now observed to rise 
to a height, far exceeding that of the steep* 



' * Afretur, in Icelandic^ signifies a wild and un- 
inh^ibited tract of mpuntains^ covered with grass^ 
where sheep and cattle are sent to &tten in the sum- 
mer. The tract here alluded to belonged to the 
Sidumen, or Men of Sida, that is^ people who resided 
on Sida, and therefore it is called Sidumanna afretiur. 
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est mountains that enclosed the river, and 
to rush forward over such tracts as fa^d pre- . 
viously been destroyed, and even so far as the 
utmost extremities of the current whieh had 
cooled and become stationary. 

In the middle of the lava were to be seen 
red-hot rocks, which the stream had torn 
from their beds. A thick, white, and suf- 
focating steam issued from the two rivers 
that had been intercepted by the fire, and 
were constantly boiling ; and the vast quan- 
tity of hot water, which overflowed the mea- 
dows and pasture-lands, did no inconsiderable 
damage, especially near the farms Svinadal ' 
and Hvaam, in Skaptunge, as well as \n 
the eaistern quarter, where a tract of wood* 
lands belonging to Skaptardal vras totally 
destroyed. 

§ IX. 

Progress of the ^n thc ipth of Junc the fire 
fire-stream, extended much farther, dividing 

itself into two branches; the one rushing 
on, with the same rapidity as it did the pre- 
ceding day, in a southern direction along 
the river Melquiol and over Medalland : the 
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Mber moving towards the east and kUmg 
Sida^ where it butaed the countiy about 
Skalai^tajpa, and forced it9elf with ineredible 
iifjr up to Skabrfiall ; but^ as this mountain 
checked the more rapid progress of the fire 
towards the north, the lava rose considerably 
w height^ and, in ascending the sides of the 
mountain, rolled up its covering of moss in 
tke flame manaer as a large piece <xf cloth 
m%bt be done by human means. In the 
evening the stream was not above an hundred 
and twenty yards distant from the church of 
Skal, when the inluibitants quitted it. They 
hlHl been in hopes that the fire would imve 
ilpHred this place, as it had passed by, fouk 
days pneoeding, without doing anyinjuiy; 
but just at diis moment, contrary to the 
eatpeotation of every one, the fire br^ke out 
afresh, and carried away every thing that 
had before been left by the lava*, This 
eruption was accompanied by a strong and 
eobstant trembting of the earth, which had 
mu<2h abated since the 12th day of June, 
the !foat of the eruption. On the ensuii^ 
day, the fire-stream proceeded to the fai^m 
Holt, overflowing the tract between that 
pbce and Skal, by which means the. lava 
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tiiat haid lately reached tliat tpot^ )ro96 c&it^ 
«uierably in height. The other braiKeb^ 
Ipreviouilly tnentioned as haVifig hent its 
courae towards tfab sooth^ along the riv^ 
Melquiol, extended itself widely on both 
sides of ii. 



§ X. 

i><istraccite Notwithstimdiig that the farm 

consequences. ^ gj^^j ^^ ^^^^^ j^^ ^^ efewitcd 

:^tiiation5 at the farthest «aUteQ»ity of th^ 
^eat vaUey^ or Skaal^ wbenoe it tekes it 
frnine ( Shml in Icelandic signifying « 
io6)l)y yet the lava had prevented all aoces* 
to it; and when^ on the ensuing day^ the 
Slst of Jnne^ great torreirts of raiii had 
swollen the brooks, proceeding from the 
mountains on both sides ci tfate fimn of Ska&, 
this place was, together with the church and 
-adjacent houses, ientirely overflowed With 
water, which the next morning was boihng 
excessively. At the. same time that the 
flood destrc^d Skal, the western branch of 
.the fhre-stream sfH-ead itself with great t^ 
-pidity Serrther to the eastYtravd, oi^r the river 
Steinsmyrarfliot, and all the way to the 
^parsonage, Holmssel, which, as well as the 
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churchy houses^ and the whole neighboring^ 
country^ were^ on the following nighty en- 
tirely covered with lava. ♦ The farm of 
Holmar^ likewise^ shared the same fate. 

§ XI. 

Farther aooount On the day ensuing, the 23nd 

of the damage i» t ^i /* j.' j • "j. 

sustuned. of June^ the fire continued m its 
progress along the river Steinsmyrarfliot, and 
close to the farm Efristeinsmyry, where the 
lands were much dami^ed; but here it 
changed its course, proceeding towards the 
south from this place, passing the farm 
Sydri-Steinsmyri, which consists of five 
separate buildings, and stopping about eigh- 
teen hundred feet from the most northern 
of these, where, however, no considerable 
injury was sustained. 

The fire-stream spread itself greatly to- 
wards the west, over the river Fedgaqvisl, 
and overflowed the farms Sydri and Efri- 
.fliota, together with the houses and lands. 
Although the farm Hnausa has not been 
destroyed by the fire, yet the rivers Steins- 
myrarfiiot and Fedgaqvisl, in consequence 
of their being dammed up, had caused it 
to be almost buried under water, which 
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finally proceeded along the channel of a 
small brook^ that used to run close by the 
house^ and is now quite impassable. 

The lava farther continued to. overflow 
the farm Botnar, and much pastureJand^ 
as well as the country between the river 
Landa (which had been filled up with lava), 
and the farm Hnausa. 

§ XII. 

New eruptions. p^om the 22nd of June to the 
13th of July fresh streams were observed to 
proceed along the Skaptaa, and extend over 
the lowlands. Between Skalarstapi and Skap- 
tartunga the lava had risen into a lofty hill, 
from the continual eruptions, and had become, 
towards its extremity, firm and solid, which 
prevented the new streams, that were pour- 
ing down the mountains, from having a free 
passage, causing them to divide into various 
branches ; of these, two flowed along' the 
western and two along the eastern side. One 
of the former of these passed over Neshraun 
and the farm Hnaus, of which place nothing 
is now to be seen, except a small sheep-cote. 
The other western branch, which proceeded 
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along the met Landaa, overflowed the farm 
Nes, together with the houses^ fields^ wood9> 
and meadows belonging to the parsonage Asar, 
as well »s most of the lands belonging to the 
farm Ytri-asar. TThe priest saved the greater 
part of his eflfects that couid be removed^ 
and afterwards set off for the western part of 
the Syssel. 

From these farms the fire-stream over-ran 
the southern district beneath, advancing 
towards the west, along the broad channel 
of the Kudafii5t, one of the largest and 
most remarkable rivers in the country. It 
•stopped, however, a little to the north north- 
west of the farm LieidvoU. To the north of 
this place a great bight is observed running 
into the lava^tracts, of which, indeed, only 
one point has 'reached the Kudafli&t : the 
rest having passed the most eastern extremity 
of this (arm, bending more and more in 
that direction to the north of Stadarholt; 
thence again, in the same course, imme- 
diately to the north of Hnausar. 

r 

• In the mean while, one of the eastern 
branches bcffore mentioned proceeded over 
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tibe Lancttnrot^ along the l%flpta«^ which lad 
to it^ and dmtrojtd: in the vfny se^nd 
places; stoj^jng at lastiin the midst of Htaml'- 
smelar^ in Landbrot* The other branch rpi 
along the Sida mountains^ overflowing, 0^ 
the Dnd of Jnly, the church and all th<^ 
faoases g[ Skal which had prevtionaty famn 
deluged with water, as well as all the lands 
and houses bebnging to the ferai Hc^^, 
together with the excellent meadowy thait 
lay to the south of it It dammed up a 
email river that ran close by the farm^ aad 
on the 6th of July, buried Hoik itself in 
the lava. 

Hence the fire proceeded eastward, and 
between the 14th and 17th of July con- 
tinued its course along the river Skaptaa, 
^ver the river Fiadra, which was quite 
choked up by it. Nevertheless, the greateal 
quantity of lava flowed over the lofty watei^ 
£ill Stapafbss, in the Skaptaa, and at laat 
filled up the enormous cavity which had for 
so many succeeding centuries been hollowed 
out by the waters of this great cataract. 
Near this place the lava over-ran the farm 
Dalbai, in Landbrpt, with all the housiss^ and 
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the greater part of the meadows aiid pasture^ 
lands^ after having done much mischief to 
the farms Heidi and Hunkurbacka^ upon 
Sida. These, however, are not so much 
damaged, but that each is still capable of 
supporting a family. The farm Holmar, in 
Landbrot, was also somewhat injured, as it 
was threatened on the north side by the ap- 
proach of the lava-stream, and on the op^ 
posite one by the water which had been 
impeded in its progress by the fire. At 
length, on the 20th of July, the fire ceased 
immediately west of an insulated rock, 
called Systrastapi ^, which lies, at the ut- 
most, one mile west of Rirkebai-cloister. 

§ XIII. 

Another fire-stream Hitherto I haVC COUfincd my 

cast of the former, ^^couut to the most material 
injuries that have been occasioned by the 
great western fire-stream, or that which took 
its course along the Skaptaa, and the de- 
struction caused by it in Medalland, and the 
countries adjoining the Skaptaa, which lie 

* Systrastapi has received its oame from a tradi- 
tionary story about two sisters, who, it is said, were 
discovered fighting on this rock. 
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to ;<lie west of the river Hverfi$fliot. In 
what 1 am now goiog to relate, it will be 
•een that the fire, to the eastward, has .raged 
with a fury equal to that of the great west- 
era stream, and exhibits a spectacle equally 
melancholy and dbtr^sing. 

The first scene was disclosed on the 28th 
of June, when a thick and black bank of 
•and and smoke, proceeding from the place 
of eruption, and driven by a strong breeze 
from the north north-west^ towards Fliotsr 
hversi, caused spch a frightful state of dark- 
ness over the whole of that district, as well 
as over the eastern part of Sida, that, even 
at no<»i9 it was impossible in the houses to 
distinguish a sheet of white paper from the 
black walls. On the 14th previous, indeed, 
a degree of obscurity, eqi:^lly uncommon, but 
not so terrific, was experienced in the mid- 
dle of the day thoughout Sida : but it was 
only during the present interval of darkness 
that a number of red-hot flat stones, with 
enormous quantities of sand and ashes, which 
entirely burned up the grass in the pastures, 
fell upon the whole of FKotsh verfet, the two 
hrms Nupstad and Raudabag ooly excepted* 

VOL. II. L 
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lliese substa&ces pokoned th^ eardi and 
water^ rendmng them alike destractive bodi 
to man and cattle^ and threatened to set fitt 
to the houses themselves^ whenever any oi 
ihe rtones and ashes happened to fidl upon 
them. 

% XIV. 
HverBsfliot On the 3rd of August a great 



smoke wad^ for the first time^ ob- 
served to arise from the Hverfisfliot, and die 
vrater was found to be excessively hot. This 
river> it may here be prop^ to ' remark^ was 
equal in size to the Skaptaa^ but infinitdy 
more dangerous to travellers^ in consequence 
<tf the rapidity of the current and the great 
insecurity of the ground. Its heat continued 
daily to increase, till, at the expiration of a 
few days^ the waters were entirely dried up. 
This circumstance filled the inhabitants of the 
district with the greatest fear and con^ema- 
tion, who, already terrified at the mischief 
that had been sustained by their neighbors^ 
after the drying up of the Skaptaa, antici- 
pated similar misfortunes, on observing the 
disappearance of the Hverfisfliot. The re« 
•suit convinced them that dieir fears were 



wdl graatided^ and proved to them^ thtft m 
this instance^ ako^ the same phmonrenon 
produced an equal or even a greater degree 
of danger. — ^Dreadful pillars of fire were seen 
rising at a great distance among the mountains 
in the norths on the morning of the 9th of 
August. They appeared to approach nearer 
each other^ and at last to form^ as it were, 
fl wall or lofty bank upon the earth. Con- 
tinual lightnings, with strong hollow sounds, 
somewhat resembling thunder, were also 
heard in the same direction. A foaming 
iire-str^m now broke down into the channel 
of the Hverfisfliot, urging its course with 
incredible and matchless fury. The stream 
spread far and wide over the extensive tracts 
of sand, situated in the south, and in one 
single evening overflowed more than four 
miles of ground, in that direction from 
Onistuhol ( a hill so named from duels hav- 
ing been formerly Kought there), and en- 
tirely blocked up the road between Riots- 
verfet and Sida. 

Continual eruptions fi\om the mountains 
increased the extent of ti^e tracts of lava, 
•p that, at the latter end vf August, they 
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entirely oifcr-Ttn the forms Ejrstradal and 
ThTeFaocM. All the adjoining honses and 
the greater part of the enclosures were bu- 
ried under the lava, so that the places wbere 
the buildings formerly sitood are no longer 
visible. These latter eruptions^ also^ hate 
done much damage to the fttrms Selialand 
and Thvera^ and the inhabitants were en- 
tirely frightened away from the parish <^, 
HalMells, although no houses were de- 
stroyed in these places. 

The eastern fire-stream broke out at a 
much later period than the western one^ and 
continued raging much longer^ frequently at 
intervals bursting through the crust or 
surface^ which had become indurated. It is 
even asserted that in Februaiy^ 1784^ a 
Iresh eruption proceeded from the mountain^ 
and caused the lava, in the eastern braacb, 
4XK rise to such a considerable bright as it 
now is. 

* 

^ XV. 
So much for the progress of the fire, and 
the imipediate dn^struction occasioned by it. 
Were I here to relate all the contradictory. 



* 

iuigiiiicaiif, ridieiiloiis, and soperatitioiif 
afaecmntsf that are rqwrtad of theteni|»tiQM> - 
it woold be bqtfa aii useless and a -tedioi^ 
taek^^ espiscial] jr since ^ ifae greater huttibei! of 
sticfa aceounts are- the ^od^mng of fear: and . 
ignorance. But two queations naturallj^ pce^t 
aent themselves to our minds^ which are tcio 
closely connected with the subject to alldw 
me to pass them over in silence. — The Aert 
Rcspccfingthc >s> '^whether the subtertaneotta 

nature of the fire, g^^ is tO be dcCmed Ottly M 

eruption^ or the earth itself is to be con-r 
sidered as ignited; or whether these two 
causes may not have operated together?*' 
I am well aware that the greater part pf those 
persons that were on the spot bring forward 
various arguments in order to prove that the 
earth itself was .ignited^ but the reasons .they 
assign s^pear to me to be weak and in diem* 
selves highly contradictory. It is remarked,, 
that before the liquid lava had over-run 
several of the places now burnt, fire had 
i^tually, here and there, broken through 
the soil. We are informed that the pro* 
prietor of the farm Botnar, in Medalland, 
had, on the first breaking out of the fire, 
collected eighty sheep and placed theoof, as 
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he tiipfMMMd, in a stale of teearity upon a 
small island^ but tbat^ before the fisrmer had 
returned to his own house^ the fire ap- 
peared to break out from that veiy island, 
and he had the misfortune to be the sad 
spectator of the ruin of himself and hmily. 
This account, indeed, was, as far as I was 
able to ascertain, perfisctly correct, but never-^ 
theless it does not at all prove that the 
accident was caused rather by the earth itself 
being on fire than by a fire-stream : for, at 
the very moment that the fiurmer had cc^ 
lected his sheep upon this spot, the lava waa 
rushing along with the greatest imaginable 
rapidity, and took quite a different course 
ftom that which was at first expected; pro- 
ceeding towards a neighboring river and 
aloi^ its channel, till it arrived at the 
island, which it burned together with the 
sheep. 

The Icelandic annals relate a long series 
of such eruptions, continued through whole 
centuriei ; but we do not find any aoeount 
distinctly describing the nature of the lava* 
streams which formerly over-ran whole dis* 
trictsl* The damage sustatiied is nmply 



notieed^ biit upon the 9t]^ect of tbe progrets 
of .the fire, authora ar^ flitictly ifil^nt. It is 
dserefore qmte imtaral that the late fire 
afa^d i^pear particularly frightful to thp 
apectators, and that they sheuki be led to 
sappose lliat the fire broke forth from this 
entire and uninjured crust of tbe earth, at 
cofisidertble dirtances from^the fire-streaiii 
itself My oira opinion is that such s^ppcar- 
aneet alwaya exist when the stream of lava, 
for the firat time, ' poura dpwn from the 
mountains up<m a fertile tract of land, or 
iqfMMf a. soil that is loose and fi^ee from pb- 
^ftrtictiona. We n»y readily ijiMtgiiie wh|tt 
aoi immense weight muat fall upo^the earths 
when the lava rushes down from the high to 
the low lands, and we may in like manner 
oenceiTe k possible for the lava to burn and 
force itself a passage to a conuderaUe depth 
below the surface of th^ earth.. T^e lav^ 
itaelf being a fluid, driven forward by every 
new accession of matter, it* can, without 
doubt, proceed in its course as well below 
as above the surface of the ground, an^' fCven 
in some instances witli greater Apidity^ 
Above it must work its way over all in- 
equalities, and where the stream of lava baa 



158 



AVMffpIlti C. 



to cross a valley in its coane, its progress 
is necessarily impeded till the hollow is filled 
up: it must^ too, carry with it a giMt 
number of stones and other things, iv«tii 
which suc)i streams of lava are filkd. Be- 
neath the surface, on the contrary^ where 
only that lava can penetrate which is in its 
purest and most fluid state, it finds its way 
into many places through a more loose and 
open soil, percolating like water, continmiig 
the same even course, and is n<A stopped by 
the above-mentioned inequalities ; but flovrs 
forward uninterruptedly to a great dktance. 
The fire having in this manner forced its 
way down into the earth, and proceeded 
forward, it is easy to conceive that, in 
consequence of the vaat heat arising from 
so much burning matter, the damp and 
moisture would be converted into vsqxm, 
and that these, by the force of the lava, 
would^ be driven up through the crevioei, 
to the sctffoce of the earth, appearing above 
ground ip flames. Where, indeed, thcf soil 
is full of rocks, it is not jlossible for the fire* 
stream to proceed with any velocity beneath 
the surface, much less through the old lava- 
tracts, which are of considerable depth. 



From these coiiMderaiioiM I coaelude' thiit 
the 'fire has never been known to proceed^ 
either Irom the late volcanoes in Iceland, or 
those in any other part tof the world, thftyugh 
the uninjured crust of the earth, at a distanee 
from the lava-stream, except, - ind€f€fd, ftroa^ 
'tile causes just mentioned. 

I really believe. that there is no more 
reason for inferring from the fire bursting 
throu^ the- earth at a distance from the 
etream of lava, that the earth itself is ig- 
nited, than there would be to draw the same 
conclusion from a simple eruption. • .jLnd 
among other forcible argument^, m favor 
i&( my opinibn, it strikes me that the aqu*- 
tinual supplies of matter which the. strei^ma 
receive are a strong proof that such a fire i$ 
really the efieet of an eruption. They iiQpljr 
one common source and oiie spot whenf^e 
.they originate,, therefore properly belong to 
one eruption, and are by no means caused 
by the earth itself being on fi^re: for, 
had this been the case, I should imagine 
that burnt matter musk have been fqund at 
a much greater depth below the surfaije of 
the earth than ia.the cas^e on ppen {^fdns. 
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where it seldom exceeds six ore^^tfte^ 
thoagh ia other pliiK^es it is mach deeper; fer 
instance^ if it has been impeded 1^ any 
thkig in its progress^ or if it has aocumu<* 
kted in a valley or river. Nor have I been 
able^ thoagh I tocdc great pains to ascertain 
the saine^ to discover, either in the vallies cf 
in the mountains, iron or sulphur, nor, in- 
deed, specimens of any oombustihle soil 
different from that which may be found to 
exist where volcanoes have never operated. 

^XVL 

The above must be considered as an 
answer to the first question, and I think I 
have proved that the subterraneous fires, 
which have- broken out in various places, 
have been the consequence of an eruption 
and not of the earth itself being on firet 
and this answer will naturally lead me to 
Qneition con- fCnothcr qucstion, ^* Where then 

cern'uij; the « i <• i • • t 

place of ^nipddii. are wc to look for the ongmai 
source of the eruption ? ** 

If we were to rely on the many oral 
assertions, as well as on those that are com*- 
mitted to writing, concerning the fire, we 
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dioidd be led to coneiode tbtt its origm wiii* 
not in of^ but in many places. At leatet^- 
aoeording ity the generally received opkiiM^ 
doe place must be allowed for the eastern 
and another for the great western stfeam 6i 
lava; for so did it appear to those person* 
who in 1783 proceeded to some distanw 
up the mountains, in like manner the 
tremendous pillars of smoke among the 
mountains seemed to t)ie inhabitants of the 
plains to have various sources, and the samef 
also seemed to me to be the case last 
summer, virhen I was in Sida« From \atet 
observations, howevesr, I am induced to 
adopt a totally different opinion. According 
to a part of my instructions I resolved to 
undertake a journey myself from the plaint 
to the place of eruption, notwithstMiding 
that every one represented the accomplish^ 
ment of my design as a thing impracticable 
on account of the great distance, the badness 
of the roads, the fresh streams, the im« 
passable rivers, the intolerable beat, the 
dreactful smoke, the suffocating smell of 
sulphur, the want of grass and forage for 
our horses^ All these, however, could not 



ikter me. With a giwt deal of difl^Hiity 
4id I at last persuade a brave old msany who 
had been borii in this dirtrict^ to- accompany 
9ie to the mountains, at least as far as l^e 
^laee whence it wu said that the eastern 
rtream of lav^ had its source. It now only 
remained for us to consult from what place 
sudi a journey might most conveniently be 
undertaken* From Fliotsverfet it was im- 
possible on ac<K>unt of the impassable moun- 
tains, especially the ice^mountain, Sidu or 
Skaptar-Jdkul; ahd moreover the new lava** 
tract passes in thiit direction, as well as the 
Hv^rfisfliot^ which is quite choaked up with 
lava. From Skaptartungen on the weistem 
tide it was likewise impracticable to proceed, 
as the Skaptaa and the other two great rivers 
Efri and Sydri-Ofaera, which had been filled 
up with lava, imjpeded the progress in this 
direction. It was therefore necessary that 
the journey should be commenced from 
Sida, and with this view we procured two 
horsey to convey the two boring instruments 
(an earth and a mountain*shaft ), with 
some provisions and a small tent. To these 
were added six riding-horses for myself, my 
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colKipank>n9 amd wnrnit, wbich latter mn te 
jiisist in mukii^ experioirtts with the slttlb 
a?' well as -.to take oare of the horses. 



^ XVII. 

Journey to the ^^ t^^ ihoming of the Iffth of 
mfl^antains. j^j^^ ^j. f^^^ o'clock, I pro- 
ceeded on my route towards the mountains^ 
and . on advancing near the moors^ north o£ 
Presthack'e and Mordtunga^ upon Sida (for 
my tent was pitched between these two 
farms), I was greatly astonished at the 
miserable appearance of the pastures. Even 
here, where many farmers from Sida were 
in the habit of sending cattle in summer, for 
the sake of the excellent grass, every thing 
was evidently quite burned up by the falling 
of hot ashes and sand ; excepting only in 
those places where an enormous mass of vol- 
canic ashes and gravel had formed a deep 
black covering, and thus wholly concealed 
the surface of the earth. The farther we 
advanced towards the mountains, the thicker 
lay the ashes, reaching in some places even 
to the thickness of four or five inches: yet 
even here in a few spots some half-withered 
hejbs and blades of grass were beginning 
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to make their appeanmoe. The iame fate 
had attended Sidumanna-afrett formerijr no 
fertile in grass. In this place ashes and 
sand lay stUl deeper^ and not a single trace 
iS£ herbage was to be seen; so that it cannot 
be expected that vegetation will recover itself 
in a less space of time than four or five 
years; although there is reason to ho|)e that 
in two years, provided no new eruption 
jensues, the other lands may again become 
in a measure fertile. 



Afler crossing a number of dangerous 
moors, I arrived at a very large and well- 
known mountain, called Kallbakur, near the 
eastern stream of lava. From the north* 
eastern extremity of^is eminence I could 
at one view survey a vast tract of lava which 
had proceeded a considerable way towards 
the west, passing the north side of Kall- 
bakur, between that mountain and another 
north-west from hence, called Miklafell. 
Between Kallbakur and Eriksfell, a moun- 
tain on the eastern side, the lava became 
very narrow, nor does it spread itself much 
on either side of the former channel of the 
Hverfisfliotet, where the smoke wa$ yet 
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rtsnig to an alarming di^ree. Noaceamu^ 
lafcion cS clouds in the air can be imagined 
to form a more dense body than the smoke 
that now issued from this place^ which 
rolled itself over twice or thrice before it 
could be drivi^:^ farther on by the wind* 
Hence I followed the lava-stream, which 
spread , itself a long way towards the west, 
between Kallbakur and MiklafeU, in the 
north, at length approaching so near to the 
eastern side of the latter mountain, that it 
was with great difficulty we could pass 
between it and the hill; especially * as the 
smoke was here very strong. On the western 
side indeed there is a road, but it is nearly 
impassable; so that nothing was to be done 
but to proceed over the middle of Miklafell. 
Here I alighted, and, having given the horses 
a little rest, went with my companion over 
the lava, as far as the heat would permit us. 
I examined with all possible diligence the 
different sorts of lava, and whatever else was 
remarkable, of which an account will be 
^iven in its proper plaqe, as well as of tlm 
result of the experiments^ with the boring 
tnsfouments. 
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We now proceeded fisirtKer upon odr 
journey/ endeavoring to ascend the moim* 
tain on the south side; but it was not 
possible here to continue our route^ except 
on foot^ and in this manner I at kst, with 
great diffitulty^ reached the summit^ though 
with only one of my companions: for the 
other was obliged to take a circuitous way 
through a valley^ in order to get the horses 
over. The prospect from this mountain was 
truly melancholy. Towards the east was 
seen the new black lava, close by the huge 
ice-mountain, while the rest of the picture 
presented to the view nothing but the pro- 
digious quantity of ashes and sand that were 
immediately after the commencement of 
the eruption scattered over the whole of 
Sidumanna-afrett. Following the lava-stream 
still farther towards the norths by sun-set 
we arrived at Blaeng, a very lofty mountain 
and the most northerly one here known. 
With great difficulty did we scramble up^ 
aiid observe that the stream^ of lava (which 
had passed close by the south-east side of 
Bl^ng, * stretching somewhat to the wesstr 
ward along the south side, where a lake t« 



VOU:ANOf3|^ 



m 



-^n in one of the vallies) advanced more 
and more to the west on the north side of 
the' mount^in^ and speared to form an arm 
}n a south-westerly direction towards thf 
^annel of thp Skaptaa. The smoke that 
issued from the lava-stream north of Blaeng 
had an appearance equally terrible and iur 
jdescribable. It intercepted pur view from 
this place^ which was otherwisi^ very cour 
venient for the purpose: ytt we could discern 
a considerable hillock^ or small mouutair^ 
^eater in its diameter than in its height, 
whence there also proceeded a thick, and 
black smoke. There I concluded must be 
-situated • the source of the eruption^ and im- 
mediately advanced on my journey thither: 
but. I soon found the difficulty of such an 
undertakings as I continued along the lava- 
tract north of Blseng. The has^rd w^s 
increased by the extreme brittleness of the 
pieces of lava and the impossibility gf 
finding a secure footing ; and when we a(il- , 
vanced about sixty or eighty yards upon the 
lava it became more and more dangerous 
;and insecure, and at the same time burning 
hot, so that it was no longer possible to 
. stand upon it. The smoke, too, that rose 
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surrounded ' us on every side to that dl^ree 
th^tt we scarcely knew on which. side to turn 
in order to retrace our steps. At lengthy 

, however, we effected this, and I attempted 
again to pass 'the lava in another ptace east 
from Blaeng, in hopes that the mouth of . 
the volcano might be approached on the 
north side; but here was experienced the 
same strong and insufibrable heat as at the 
former place, so that I was obliged to return 
the next morning at sun-rise, after having 
employed the whole night in vain, in en- 
deavoring to get over. I still persisted in 
fidvancing along the lava for a considerable 
distance by the west and south-west parts of 
Uxatindur (where the laya-stream was very 
narrow) in order to cross, but my labo^ was 
^11 fruitless. The heat was intolerable, and 
when I began to make use of the boring 
instrument, it became, at the depth of four 
feet from the surface of the earth, so hot that 

^ it was with difficulty we could draw it up 
again, though our hands were protected with» 
mittens. When I found that my people coul4 
no longer bear to work with the mountain- 
shaft, and that the great heat was likely 
tp^ render our experiments useless^ we mov^ 
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on towards the outskirts of the lava^ where 
the temperature was/inorle supportable^ and 
th^e continued our observations. 

§ XVIII. 

Source of the ^^ ^s ^ "t^ink Certain, that the 
eruption. p|^^^ whcncc the eruption had its 

origin, is that small low mountain, which I 
have just mentioned as being situated to the 
north of Blaeng, and which is, indleed, the 
•most northerly one we could discover. That 
its source is not fiirther in that direction, 
we have the strongest proof in the Skaptaa; 
for, had such been the case, this river 
would have been filled up long before, in 
which case it must, wholly or in part, 
have made its way along the east side of 
the lava-tract, north-east from Blaeng, in- 
stead of taking the western, as at present. 
In like manner, could the stream of lava 
have flowed farther towards the north, in 
that extensive tract of country between 
those spots, where the sources of the two 
great rivers, Skaptaa and Hverfisfliot, seem 
to lose themselves in it, the rivers must have 
been sooner choked, and there would con-^ 
ise(}uently have been a great deal of stagnaqt 



i&4 APPENDIX. C. 

water^ which is not the case at present* It 
is an undoubted fact^ that the whole tremen- 
dous current of fire has proceeded frcHn one 
common source^ and in all probability this 
source lay in the small mountain I have been 
speaking of; for, from that place, the whole 
range of country overflowed with lava gra- 
dually slopes as far as the Skaptaa, which is 
also the case all the way from Skaptaa to the 
sea. Whether this place of eruption was 
originally a mountain, or whether it has 
been formed by the ejected matter^ cooling 
around the crater, into its present foro)^ 
I canndt determine. But thus mlich is 
certain, that never since the island has been 
inhabited has there been known in this i^ppt 
an eruption or a volcano, not even wh^n 
Katlegiaa, which is situated a little to tl^e 
westward, or when several other mountains 
to the eastward, have raged in their greatest 
fury. Still, however, there are observable, 
in th^ northern part of Sidumanna-afrett, 
in the Borgden, and in the Landbrotet itself, 
evident marks of subterraneons fire, which 
must have been in an active state, at a very 
distsmt period of time, since our ann^s are 
entirely silent upon the. subject. ^ 
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§ XIX. 

CoAtiimationofthe Great as was liiy anxiety 

joufney through « - n t ' 

the mountains, to approach near the seat of the 
fire, yet the impossibility of doing so ren- 
dered all farther efforts vain, and I was 
obliged to return. I felt also considerable 
apprehension for my horses, with which I 
had now travelled for three successive days^ 
tiirough long and dangerous roads, without 
their having the least forage or grass ; and it 
may naturally be conceived, that both my- 
self and my companions were very much 
exhausted by climbing day and night, by 
ascending and descending the heated lava, 
and by boring with the mountain-shaft, 
whilst enveloped in a thick sulphureous 
stench. On my way back I continually 
followed the course of the lava, commencing 
at a place a little way distant from Uxatin- 
dur (where the last attempts were made to 
use the mountain-shaft, and also to cross 
the current) as far as Helisa, a river which 
formerly fell into the channel of the Skap- 
taa. During this journey the oreadfui smoke 
arising from Hrossatuna, presented a remark- 
able appearance, as far as the lava had filled 
Its channel; It stood here like a thick wall> 
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forming a direct line wHh that of the streaitf^ 
Vet still the smoke was not so dense in thw 
situation^ as that was which arose towards 
Skarptargltiifret, for this latter was at a very 
great distance distinguishable frofn the otiiary 
and we were consequently enabled to trace 
the exact course of the whole channel of the 
Skaptaa to the northward^ as far as the tor- 
rent of fire had filled and overflowed it. It 
was impossible to think of crossing the 
stream of lava at this place ; for even on the 
plain we had found it so excessively hot^ 
that on three preceding trial^^ we had been 
under, the necessity of returning with the 
greatest rapidity^ to avoid being burnt ; aad^ 
if such, were the case in a level spot, how 
much greater must the heat have been in the 
river itself, where the lava lay, without any 
exaggeration, from four to five hundred feet 
deep. The quantity of smoke, too, was a cer- 
tain mark of the vast heat of the mass before 
Qs; and to the difiiculty of proceeding in con- 
sequence of this impediment, was to be added 
another, ^risiwg from the waters which had 
accumulated, both in the lava itself, and on 
its western side, by the stoppage of the 
great rivers Skaptaa, Sy dri, I^ri-Ofaera, wnd 



Hromttuna, together with several lesser 
stmams. The eastern branch or arm df the 
lava was precisely in the same condition; the 
river Hverfisfliot being there stopped ^nd 
entirely choked up. 

But as neither the exhausted state of our 
own strength, nor that of our wearied and 
femished horses, would allow of our taking 
an exact survey of the whole western extent 
of the valley, I changed my route in the 
afternoon, and turned off from Hellisaa, tak^ 
ing the shortest, road to the eastward past 
Geirlandshraun ; and, at length, at one 
o'clock in the morning of the 18th of July^ 
regained my tent in safety, between Prest^- 
bakke and Mordtunga, on the Siden. 

b^d^ of^ Hie extent of country destroyed, 
ihc lava, together with the progress of the fire, 
is Ihus^ as 1 hope, sufficiently and circum-* 
stantially described. It will here be .proper to 
i'emark. that the western current of lava in 
its longest or narrow arm out of the valley, 
does not exceed ^ix Danish (or about twenty-* 
firar £nglish) miles, in length, even includ* 
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ingall its windings as far as Svartenup. 
this place it stretches over the valley toward* 
the south, to a distance not exceeding thre6' 
rtiles and three quarters, so that its gresStest 
length, taken from the volaano itself, cannot 
be reckoned at more than nine miles and 
three quarters, or, at the utmost, at ten 
Danish miles. Prom the farm-house of Skal,' 
which, together Mrith the church and other 
buildings, were deluged and covered by the 
torrent, it runs two miles and a quarter 
towards the south, and in general cannot be* 
estimated at more than two miles of breadth, 
in the Medalland, where it has nevertheless^ 
most extended its ravages, and has done the 
greatest damage.^ 

From what has been now said, it wilF 
readily be perceived that the actual destruc- 
tion, caused by the fire in the district of 
West-Skaptefield, is by no means of the' 
extent that many people have described it 
to be ; and, as I have always regarded it to 
be my sacred 'duty to adhere to the truth of 
facts, as far as it has been in my power to ascer- 
tain them, it is impossible that my account of 
the eruption should coincide with that given in 
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a publication by the student, Mr. Saetnund' 
Magnussen Holm. A work so inferior and 
jfkulty in its nature, does but little honor to 
Danish literature, and still less to its au- 
thor ; yet it is now not only widely circu- 
lated at home, but has likewise abroad been 
honored by the decoration of a foreign dress, 
send may possibly be received, and readily 
credited, among such persons as have no^ 
had the opportunity of obtaining more 
correct knowledge. With regard to Mr. 
Holm's account of the fire, after having 
myself personally investigated the spot, and 
correctly estimated the extent of the damage 
sustained, I dare venture publicly to assert 
that his description is faulty to as great a 
degree, as is the diiference that will be found 
to exist between his two geographical charts 
and that which accompanies my statement. 

It is a matter of real satisfaction, that the 
estates of Holmur, Hunkurbackur, Heidi, 
Skaptardalur, Hvammur, Svinadalur, and 
the farm of Buland, together with the church 
at that place (which Mr. Holm describes as 
being totally destroyed by the stream of fire), 
are all yet standing in good condition, not 
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having by any means snatained so much 
damage as has been stated by him. And it 
is also a subject of rejoicing that^ instead of 
eighty-nine farm-houses which he informs us 
are all 'damaged, and the greater part of them 
destroyed by iSre and by large pumice*stones, 
neither Mr. Livetzen, nor myself^ could in 
tbe course of our journey (which extended 
to every farm in the way of being injured by 
the eruption) discover more than eight 
fiirmer^*-houses^ and two cottages^ which can 
never be inhabited! these are^ Eystridalur^ 
Thverardalur^ Aa, Nes^ Hotmasel^ Holmar, 
Efri-Fliotar, and Sydri-Fliotar. To these, 
however, which are totally uninhabitable, 
ought, perhaps, to be added the estate of 
£ystri*Dalbaer, in Landbrot; for this farm, 
which has always been subject to annual da-* 
mages, by the drifted sand from the districts 
to the eastward of it, is now, by reason of the 
disappearance of the waters of the SkaptBa, 
that formerly swallowed up a great portion 
of the sand, totally destroyed. Yet it has 
not received any damage immediately from 
the fire. Exclusive of the two cottages, 
called Kalfafellskot and Blomsturvellir, there 
are in all, twenty-nine farm-houses which 
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th< fire has more or less damagedj yet not ta 
that d^ree^ but they may in the course of 
time again be tenanted. Of thesie there are 
at present fifteen lying desolate, Hirammur^ 
Svinadalur, Eystri-Asar, Botnar, Hnausar^ 
Dalbar, Hoi It, Skal, Selialand, Thventj 
Nupar, Ralfafell, Mariubacki, HvoU, and 
Skaptardalur, The gfeat distance from the 
coast and the difficulty of approaching it, will,* 
however, probably be insuperable objections 
to the last of these places again becoming 
inhabited. Of the houses that are damaged, 
exclusively of the fifteen farm-houses men* 
tioned as being desolate, there are fourteen 
still inhabited, .Buland, Ytre-Asar, Flaga^ 
Hrifunes, LeidvoUur, LanghoUt, StadenhoUt, 
£fri-Steinsmyri, one of the five habitations 
in Sydri-Steinsmyri, Ytra-hraun in Land- 
brot, Eystri-Tunga, Kirkebai*cloister, Hun-n 
kurbackur, and Heidi. The number of 
farm-houses that are in part destroyed and 
partly damaged, amounts in all to thirty- 
seven, besides four cottages. Twenty-thre^ 
only, out of this number, now remain un- 
inhabited, which is rather more than one 
quarter of the eighty^-nine ferm-houses be- 
fore noticed. It may farther be considered 



att a matter of consolation, that the da« 
mage sustained by the destruction of 
the grounds that are favorable to the 
growth of the Sea-Lyme-grass (Elymus 
arenariusj can scarcely be estimated at one 
half of the amount stated by Mr. Holm, 
and that, with a few exceptions^ the whole 
of the sheep-walks in Sidumanna-afrettur 
(which in the large chart Mr. Holm has 
laid down as being entirely buried under 
everlasting lava, and has lamented accord- 
ingly in his statement) are yet safe, and may 
in fact be said to be untouched by the lava. 
I must, indeed, acknowledge that no small 
quantity of sand which is scattered over 
them, will render them barren for some 
few years ; but it may likewise be truly said 
that they are become unproductive at a most 
convenient season, as the inhabitants are at 
the same time deprived of their sheep and 
cattle ; for the loss would have been other- 
wise most severely felt. It will certainly 
be four or five, nay, probably, ten years 
before Siden, the Landbrotet, and Medal- 
landet can again be so well inhabited as 
formerly; before the farms will again possess 
their full number of cattle; and before a 
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sufficient rtock of sheep can be reared^ We 
have however strong reasons for supposing 
that^ previously to that time^ the pastures 
in general will have fully recovered them- 
selves^ and will be in better condition than 
they were at any forpier period. 

4 XXI. 

It has been already stated that, from the 

]ava having filled up the channels of many 

of the larger rivers, as well as of the small 

brooks, these are in consequence totally 

stopped. Among the principal of them, we 

may reckon the Skaptaa, Hverfiafliot, tStein^- 

myrarfliot, Sydri-Ofaera, and Efri-Of«ra, to 

which might also be added the larger river, 

Tungu, or Kuda; for the current of lava 

, had extended itself partly into itsvchannel, 

^ and dammed up a portion of the river itself. 

The lesser streams that are stopped up, aire 

those of Fedgaqvisl, Landa, Melqvisl, Hros- 

satuna, Hellisa, Laxa, Lingaqvisl, Fiardara, 

.or Fiadra, Hollisa, and three soiall brooks 

, in Landbrotet, Gloppulsekur^ Vordul^kur, 

. and Tufignlaek^ur, which however can only 

.be considered as smaller branched of the 

; Skaptaa^ and neoessarily all disappeared wijh 
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the parent stream. But it may be asked^ 
what has then become of all these rivers and 
brooks ? To give a full and satisfactory reply 
to this question^ and to ascertain the course 
now taken by the remnants of the streams^ 
much local information is required, and it is 
above all necessary to be well acquainted 
with those parts of the rivers that were first 
stopped up, and with the obstructions aris- 
ing from the natural situation of the adja- 
cent country. I shall now endeavor to lay 
before the reader, all that it has been in my 
power to collect upon this subject, and shall 
first direct his attention to the eastward, b^^ 
ginning with Hverfisfliotet. 

Hvcrfis- The upper part of the river Hver- 
tfiotcu figfliot^ which still continues to run 
freely as far as the kva, becomes at this 
place a confined and stagnant water, the 
lava having not only entirely filled np the 
channel of this lai^e river, but also extended 
itself to a considerable distance over its 
banks, so that the stream has been con- 
strained to work its way under the super- 
ipcumbent volcanic mass, visible only wher^ 
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it fills up rach hollow places as it ocoa^ 
sionally meets with. It is owing to this 
circumstance^ that we find several pocds of 
stagnant water below those places in the 
channel of the river that had been stopped ! 
but no such are to be seen to the north of 
this place ; and, as the vast quantity of water 
which was continually rushing down from 
the ice-mountains could not by any meai» 
make itself a sufficient outlet through die 
lava, the nearest hollows and H^revioes (^ 
which, had been already filled up with the 
impeded waters, it became necessary that 
some of it should discharge itself farther on^ 
along the side of the rocky hills^ and on the 
east of the lava ; where a considerable broo 
is now, consequently, visible. This stream 
forced its passage in many places with great 
violence, especially to the eastward of the 
farm-house of Eystridalur^ and thence con- 
tinually ran in a direction parallel with that 
of the lava, stretching toward the sandy 
districts to the south. On the western side 
of the lava there was likewise a broolc; 
running past the farm of Thvera, and pa^ 
rallel with the lava. This, also, at length^^ 
^ippties itself into the southern sapdy di^ 
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trkt; yet it is by no means myopinioo^ 
that this stream can have taken its rise solely 
from the Hverfisfliot. Indeed^ the color of 
its Winters sufficiently proves a mixture of 
the mcHintain^ and of the jokul streams; 
the latter dischai^ing themselves into the 
plain from the jokul stream of the Hver^ 
fliot^ which was choked up hy the lava; 
whareas the other stream proceeded from 
various small rivulets and springs^ which 
descended on the western sides of the moun- 
tains. 

Without much reflection we might be 
. inclined to believe that these waters would 
at length rejoin^ and riln along the original 
channel of' the river ; but it must be re- 
. memb^ed^ that the channel itself^ was ori- 
ginally not deep at this place^ but had 
been subject to many alterations and shirt- 
ings, and likewise that, wherever it stretched 
out into the sandy plain (being divided 
into different branches) it carried along with 
. it, and heaped up continually^ the loo3e 
itand. On the 22nd and 24th of July, 17S^> 
. when, in company with Mr. Livet^en and 
jome other persons, I travelled over this 
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ict^ we could , scarcely observe any 
traces of the bed of .the old river^ and it 
}B not a little remarkable that the whole of the 
vast quantity of water^ which had here spread 
itself over the sandy plain^ was still smokr 
ing in many places. In some parts so 
great was the heat^ that we could scarcely 
bear to hold our hands in it ; a circumstance 
that was rendered more particularly un-* 
pleasant by our being under the necessity of 
riding at a foot-pace for three long Danish 
miles through this hot, and, in general, very 
deep water. Every where, too, we were 
enveloped in a thick sulphureous fog and 
haze, that arose from the surface of it. In 
all probability the confined water will in- 
crease still more beneath the lava ; particu- 
larly . when it becomes thoroughly cooled, 
and nothing is lost by evaporation* A new 
channel for the Hverfisfiiot will consequently 
be formed ; for the water, now held in an 
unnatural state, from being as it were dam- 
med up, must force itself a passage, either 
through the lava, , or by breaking down its 
sides; yet I do not apprehend that any in- 
undation will be the consequence, or that any 
damage will ensue, except indeed to the two 
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hrra-hcxaes, Seliaktid oa th)e i^terh -afi^ 
iThVeitt on the w«steni sid^. Till^ hbv^(S^^> 
8ueh time as a new route is efiected achZMM 
the lava ittolf^ between Sideti atid Fliotsh* 
vferfet, and also between Thvera and Selia-^ 
land, it will be very troublesome for persoito 
who may have to travel between these tWd 
places ; as they will be obliged to purstte it 
long and tedious course routid this wh^ 
extent of the lava. 

^ XXIII. 

skaptaa and other Having now arrived at the 
^*^' Skaptaa, and examined^ not 
merely this great stream^ but also the sub^ 
ordinate rivers and brooks^ whidi had been 
stopped ih their fcourse of had wholly lofct 
their waters^ I found that this rivter stili 
continued to flow Uninterruptedly from its 
origin as far as a place below Uxatindur and 
opposite to Hordubreid, Where the torrent 
of fire that had from the northward broken 
through tJlfarsdal filled up the chantiel^ 
as has been before described. That the 
river has not been impeded in its progress 
before it reached this place^ I conclude 
from the circumstance of its being here 
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tbat we first obseiNriBd atagni^at waleF^ nvhidk 
I consider a sure sign. It ifvas not possible 
to have a view of the river itself^ ob wo 
count of the lava having, above this ^x)t» 
aecumulated to a considerable he^bt ; and 
because the atmosph^e was every where fiUed 
with a thick smoke^ caused by the dread* 
&I heat^ which stilt ei^isted both h^e and 
throughout the whole extent of the ys^pffr 
part of the lava. 

A little below this place the volcanic 
matter becomes stilt narrower^ and thei?e|^ 
on its western side^ as well as upon the lava 
itself^ we remarked several large poois of 
stagnant water^ collected from the rivers 
Efri and Sydri-Ofera, whieh^ as weU 
as the Skaptaa, were here qhoked up. 
Some streamlets^ indeed^ had found a pas- 
sage aleng the west of the hraun, but never^ 
thdess in this ^pqt the confined waters 
became larger, and were more connected 
with each (4lier. 

» 
Towards the east no body of .water ap- 
peared to have made its way, until we canle 
where the lava had filled up the chtnnd pf 
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the Hrossatuna^ compelling so mueb of 
that river as was hot <X)nsuified by the fire^ 
streain to work itself a new channel along that 
side. The quantity, however, was trifling, 
and no considerable current was to "be seen, 
until the Heliisa, which was likewise stop- 
ped up, forcing itself a passage in a similar 
manner, united with the other at some dis- 
tance above the farm of Skaptardal. On 
the outskirts of this farm the lava was re- 
markably narrow, and extended only a 
little way beyond the sides of the channel ; 
but ferther on it had spread over a great 
space, having its surface every where diver- 
sified with large bodies of water, many of 
which flowed one into another with a very strong 
current, and afterwards precipitated them- 
selves in cascades, many of which were at once 
to be seen and heard. The Skaptaa broke 
forth with great violence on the western 
side. Even in the autumn of the year 
1783, the lava on the outside of S&aptari- 
dal was so far cooled, that several persons 
who had fled from Siden ventured to pass 
over it to Skaptartungen, in order to avoid 
the tediously circuitous route from that 
place to Medatiandet, and thence again 
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across the KudafliiDL This (wisf^ .they 
iMj^ily efiecfeed in safiety^ and they lik^ 
w^e eondiicted a number of sheep 9nd cattle 
OTer wkb them. It is true that this .took 
plaee late in the month of October^ whei% 
the waters were frozen ; but now^ on the 
contmry^ a large sheet of water was! formed 
on. the lava ; all the hollows were filled np^ 
and the prc^^ress of the water was impeded 
to such a d^ree, that only the highest sum- 
mits of the hraun were visible, Jt will 
therefore be impossible . for any person to 
cross over here so long as the waters are 
thus cmifined^ unless indeed in the winter^ in 
such times as they are A sheet of solid ice ; 
and how far this will ever be the case I have 
great reason to doubt^ there being so many 
strong and violent currents: nevertheless I 
will not wholly deny the possibility of its 
being effected. It may here not be amiss 
to state that the greatest quantity of water 
collected together was in the vicinity of 
Skaptardal ; while smaller pools w^re . to be 
seen in the more southern part of the lava ; 
but in the eastern parts^ as about Landbi:ot 
and Medallahd^ the quantity was inconsider^ 
aWe. The whole of the water that fell art 
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Ae no^ fide mt Skal uras swdloDred up by 
the lava : but this waa no move than wiuit 
proceeded from some small brooks, nmnrng 
down from the mountains ; whilst on the 
othor hand the Hollsta cTeek, which was 
stopped by the fire, formed itself into ^ 
large lake, which, being joined by the im-* 
peded streams of the brooks Piadra and Laxa, 
forced a passage near the sides of the farms 
Heidi and Hunkurbackar. Hence it passed 
close to the houses, and at the lastrmentioned 
pbce threatened the stiU remaining pait of 
the adjacent field, as well as thip homes, 
. irith total destroctiont 

• * 

Turning hence to the western side, we fii»4 
an arm of th^ Skaptaa has made its way 
along the side of the kva-stream ^d sur- 
rounded Svartanup, a cottage belonging ta 
the larm of Bolai^ ; after which, aocompa* 
nied by the lava itself, it has inundated Litt* 
lanes, a cottage also belonging to the sam0 
estate. The farm-houses of Jlvamm and 
Svinadal, very near which it ran, were 
much damaged by it, and between these it 
was in sundry places dammed up on the 
western side ; thus giving birth in its course 



Ijp vftrioqs lai^e lakes. He^ce it ran fotr 
wa«l wilb a moderately strong current^ jfmr 
ing «t no gr^t distance the parsonage 
bm9e at !|^ystri-Asar^ the farin4iQUse of 
Ytri^Asar^ an,d the flying lands (aa th^y 
^^ failed from their being composed of 
drift sand) of Flaga and Hryune^, wh^te 
these waters^i together with the Tungufliot^ 
are stopped np, and| in the fow of an ^jfr 
ceedingly large inland lake^ have inun4ate4 
the neighboring country, doing infinite 
damage to the two last-men^io^ed farma^ 
purticularly Flaga, the meadows of ^hich it 
has totally overflowed and dp^troyed* One 
wm or branch pf this largo lake rap, tqg^ 
ther with the Holm^, into the K^vdarstream- 
In the Medallandet many damsf were formed 
and many brooks dried up ; ^mong whiob 
may be menti9ned Landaj Melqvisl, Fed* 
gaqvi^l, Lingaqyisl, and Steinsmy^^rfliol:. 
A quantity of impeded watc^r^ draining qnt 
from under the la^a, has spread iti^elf oyer 
the morasses belonging to the farm qf IJna^- 
sar, and thus not only rendered these places 
more boggy than before, but likewise en- 
tiir^y surrounded the farm-houne, so that 
for ijie present, at leaat^ all acquis to it k 
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nearly impracticable. The water, howarer, 
which has issued from the soutb-easteni 
point of the lava is by far the greatest im-t 
pediment to travellers, and will probably 
in time become seriously dangerous, should 
it continue to increase in the same degree 
as it has done of late. We found it still 
smoking, though it could not be called 
hot : and observed where, having taken its 
course over deep morasses, it had in many 
places forced its way into the soil, forming 
holes in which horses might fall and be 
much injured, especially as the ground be- 
tween these cavities is full of little hillocks 
and rugged places. All persons wishing to 
proceed from Alptaver or Medallahd to Si- 
den, must cross this stream, which already 
extends itself for a considerable length to- 
wards the sea with a moderate current. 
Its source is supposed to be one of die 
brooks that have been stopped up (pr6- 
bably Fedgaqvisl), which, after being con- 
fined by the lava for a time, has at length 
found a passage through it. 

There is the greatest reason to apprdiend 
)est the body of water here confined shoiiH 
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hereafter swell to a size too large to be 
retrained within its present limits, and, 
uniting with the Skaptaa itself, should at 
some future time rush forward with de- 
struction commensurate to their violence. 
The Landbrotet, I should hope, will always 
be secure against these inundations; but, 
on the other hand, the Medalland is ex- 
posed to the greatest hazard, since, imm^ 
diately to the north of it, lai^ quantities of 
water have been dammed up by the lava, 
and these at the time of my visit were evi- 
dently increasing, and the several pools- 
were uniting one with another. When we 
were at the farm of Stadarholt, in IMedal- 
land, in the morning of the 28th of July^ 
we heard a loud noise and splashing,, which 
arose from the falling of water within the 
lava. Taking it for granted, dierefore, 
that the Skaptaa itself, together with the 
other confine^ waters, must in the course 
of time forcel a passage through the lava, it 
follows that they must either overflow Me- 
dalland, to the great injury of that district, 
or must precipitate themselves into the 
Kttcb creek, which will consequently . be 
rendered impassable for people on hora&t 



faack* Thft ooly apparent mode of efos%* 
ing' it thereforo would bci in boats w op 
rafts; £Qir the union of tho Skaptaa witb 
the Kuda river^ woold not only make tb^ 
body of water coniiderably iupreaae in 
depth, but would also cause it to flow 
yn&L a much stronger current than is the 
case at present, and thus, neoessarily, r<m^ 
der it impassable for horses* Even the e$r 
pedient just mentioned might be attended 
with many difficulties; sinee the b?d of 
the river consiirts of loose sand» which, by 
the force of the stream, is driven about, 
and formed here and there into large bankSy 
overwhidhi it would not be found easy to 
pass with ladai boats; especially when at 
the same time is taken into consideratiiw 
the difficulty arising from ^e rapidly of 
the current. This, however^ is stated 
merely on coiyectunss and I am led into 
such remarks from the idsa that these aeeu^ 
mulated waters may force a passage at one 
or jotfa^r of the two plax:es just mentioned; 
there being no other obvious means by 
which th^ can make their escape* Ne<- 
verthdffi»t as it is not given to man to penf •* 
trate into, or to antbipate, ti^ebiddw op#^ 



VOLCAVOBft lt7 

ratioiM of tlie Jkitj, so we mmt hope and 
expect that the best result will happen in 
AiSy as wdl as in att other caaes^ from the 
saperintendanoe and direction of his alU 
wise 



it has been already remarked (^ xxt) 
that aome branches of the Skaptaa^ which 
formerly flowed through Landhrotet> as 
Gloppulaekur^ Vordukskur and Tungulsa# 
kur^ faave^ together with the parent foun* 
tsin, been dried up. This district has not 
indeed sustained any great injury from the 
fire immediately; yet^ nevertheless^ since 
the disappearance of the Skaptaa^ it is ex- 
posed to oontiniial drooghti^ and may 
possibly in die coarse of time be totally 
riymg or drifted destroyed by the flying sands 

'**^ from the eastern coimtry. It 

is tene it has always been 9ul>fect to such 
dmsters, but it had constantly in former 
cases great protection in the Skaptaa, which, 
by swallowing up the sand, prevented it 
from driving over to the western side, at 
least, in such a quantity as to eflfect any 
prnterial damajge* Now^ on the contrary^ 
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mort of the ferms in this district are in the 
greatest danger; and so imminent is the 
peril to whidi Kirkebai-cloister is stated 
to have been exposed^ even during the last 
year^ from the drift-sand^ that in case c^ 
its being annually revisited by similar mis- 
^ fortunes^ it will in the course of a very short 
period become uninhabitable. When I tra- 
velled through this district, in. the. month of 
July last, the grass, in a great part of the 
midosed pastures, was covered with sand> 
and large heaps of drifted sand lay between the 
houses, as well as scattered over the adjacent 
country, 

§ XXV. 

^^omena ^h* principal phaenomena attend- 
Shefo^* ing this eruption have been already 
described. The thick smoke which by day 
issued from« thc^se districts that had been 
burnt, and at night appeared like a flame of 
fire, was still to be perceived in the month 
of March last, arising here and there from 
the lava. Since that period, however, the 
smoke alone has appearec^. Whilst lying in 
my tent at Rudafliot, I noticed, not without 
wonder, the innumerable columns of smoke 
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riging from the current of Uva between 
SkAptartunga and Landbrot. Hiese were 
particalarly visible. in three places towards 
the north) among the mountains ; and I 
learned during my journey^ that the HMfiT 
westerly ai^dse from the channel of the 
SUcaptaa^ the eastern from the Hverfisfliot^ 
and the middle ones from the source of the 
fire^ and^ ds^'^ (district adjoining it Beyond 
Skar'bur attenti6n was excited by a very 
thick column^ far surpassing all the others^ 
which from this spot were to be seen rising 
by UiousandS) almost in a direct line with 
the burnt district towards the east^ in forms 
innumerable and the most agreeable to the 
eye. Large bodies of smoke^ together with 
some smaller columns, were issuing in va- 
rious places from the eastern lava, near 
Fliotshverfet ; but the smoke broke out in 
the ' greatest quantity between Nupar and 
Selialand, and also between Eystridal and 
Tholvardal, where the channel of the river 
had formerly been, and where, indeed, it 
might still be traced from the bay quite up 
to the place at which the river was first 
choked by the lava.. Below this place the 
smoke appears to increase^ contrary to what 



migbt be expected^ thai; it woidd here be 
diminished by the confined waters oi the 
S^ptaa, Ofenir^ and other rirevB and 
brodct : but the ^ame circumstance was to 
be obserred in the eastern branch, from the 
place where the Hrerfisfliot is stopped up. 
This channel of the Skaptaa was particnkrljr 
to be distinguished, as was that of the Hrofr* 
latunas, wherever the bed was filled by the 
lava. For a considerable distance abovei iite 
farm of Skaptardal and beyond Nees, whidi 
was already burnt, there was in many places 
no smoke, and in other spots so little as 
scarcely to be perceptible ; but below these 
places pillars of smoke were every where 
discernible along the whole of die southern 
current of the lava, but principally around 
Skalarstapi, where they were really dreadful. 
It is indeed asserted by several persons that 
this quantity has much increased since last 
spring, on which account many people en- 
tertained great fears lest a new eruption 
should take place. When in company with 
Mr. Levetzen and others, I performed a 
journ^ on the 26th of July, from M6rk to 
Siden, we turned off to go to Skalarfiall, a 
spot which afibrded us a prospect equally 
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]^elisant Mid extivordinary^ ; )br We rtocd 
h^re upon the top of a very high inouataiti> 
whii^ on the south side ynm entirely cofertd 
With gmto. Here and there among the 
Mckn some remains of the fiurm«4iouSe and 
church of Skal were still visible. Ftom this 
place^ which commands a very extensive 
View^ we ooold see the i/viiole mass of lava 
Btretehing over Sidenand the Medalhmd^l^ 
«nd also ^ part of die western braiH:h to*- 
Wards i%aptartunga» So extensiw wati the 
|>drtion of lava towards the souths that the 
^ye eould not distinguish its boundary from 
that of the saperincumbent clouds^ in which 
Its utmost extremity appeared to lose itaalf. 
As to the lava^ it was every vehere of a coal- 
i>lack IsM. In its progress along the channel 
of the Skaptaa^ as well as almig several of its 
arms and auxiliary streams^ it had formed 
dtself into a number of lofty hills^ running 
in a direction from east to west^ and appear- 
ing from our elevated situation like a flight 
of steps. From each of these currents were 
rising in greater or less number^ columns 
of smok$ of different degrees of density^ 
which appeared where we were standing to 
reac^ even to the clouds^ exhibiting 
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thoiifands of fantastic shapes. The 
black ground of the lava was to be seen 
between the lighter columns of smoke^ 
which were^ at a considerable height in 
the atmosphere^ collected together into one 
thick bank of clouds^ of a white or yellow- 
ish tinge, intermixed with shades of a 
deeper cast. To the south-west of this 
place was just discernible the upper part of 
the insulated and steep mountain of Skar 
larstapi, rearing its summit above all the 
surrounding lava, though at the same time 
almost enveloped in the dreadful smoke 
that was. ascending on every part of it. 
The streams that issued from the rock 
poured down its sides, and added to the in- 
describable beauties of this enchanting 
scene, the/ effect of which was still farther 
increased by jthe view of the burnt &rm- 
house of HoUt. At Dalbae, in Landbfotet, 
which is likewise consumed, we remarked 
that one of the numerous eminences, shaped 
like a ball (which are so common in this 
neighborhood out of the reach of the fire, 
and which shew evident marks of having 
been in a state of conflagration at former 
periods), first began to smoke during the 
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tkne of oar rendence in th« eastern district 
No smoke had ever before been seeii to ori^ 
gfnate from these hillocbi^ nor was there 
any at the period of my first arrival ; but 
it considerably increased while we remained 
in Siden. 

« 

^ XXVI. 

Whether tile fire ^rom what has; just been 
WW sttU bommg. g^j J respecting the numerous 

columns of smoke^ it may perhaps be 
by many inferred that the fire was not yet 
extinguished ; especially as the beds of lava> 
both in and beyond the valley, were, so 
late as the month of Jul/, 17^4, in a state 
of extreme heat. Nevertheless, when I 
travelled afound the lava> I could not per- 
ceive any marks of fire, not even in the 
vicinity of the crater itself. Nor does it 

• 

appear to me, that the dreadful heat 
still remaining in the lava, and the nume- 
rous columns of smoke arising from it, 
prove die contrary; for, )vith regard to the 
lava, nothing is more natural than that so 
Vast a body, when once heated, should re- 
tiiin its heat long after it had ceased to be 
actually on fire, particularly when it has 

VOL. II. © 
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SO grdat a depth as iii die case in -the 
channels of the rivers. Sir 'Isaac Newtoui 
has even ascertained that a red-hot metal 
ball^ of only two inches diamet^^ will tahe 
about an hour to become thorou^y doci, 
and the same philosopher has laid it dfiiwn 
as an axiom that the time required for cook- 
ing a body of this sort is in the same 
proportion ^ as the squares of its diameter ; 
therefore^ although this rulfe may not be 
perfectly applicable to the burning kva^ 
which is so loose and porous^ yet some 
idea may be formed what an immense 
space of time will be requisite for cooiiog 
the new and dreadful streams of lava in 
the district of Skaptefield. The well-known 
Sicilian author^ Massa, informs us, that 
in many places, in Catania, he has found the 
lava hot even eight years after the great 
eruption of iBtna, in 1669 ; and that the 
new mountain, which, during the eruptuin 
of 17^6, arose in the middle district or 
tempemte zone of JStna, was still iawan^ 
burning in the 3rear I770, four years aftftr. 
Nay, farther, that the lava which flowed 
thence in 1766, retained a great degree of 
heat in the year 1770, in places whore it 
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m 

«Mf deep^ aiuipaiiiciikrlyiid^ 
mprwntia to the depth of two butidted^ fp^ 
Now, if the heat wa&sd great m SicUjJE, 
<|ifcthe expiration of fouryearsi whei^ the kyft 
wab dot more than two hundred feet ^n thick- 
nets^ can it be matter of surpHsiQ if. the 
new branbhea of the volcanic torrent in Ice* 
kmi; which ki the channels of the rive», 
Iwy twice or thrice as deep, should stiU 
rnmain very hot at the espiration of. onljr 
one year ? 

> This may therefpi^ . be considered as. a 

sufficient proof th«t the. continuanee of the 

heat in the lava is npt to be regarded as la 

certein ^mptom of the coo^inaLce of Gr,. 

For my own part, I am thoroughly con- 

orinced that the whole was already extinct 

at tise time of my travelling in the district 

oi Skaptefield, which was in the month pf 

« July of last year ; for, with regard to the 

•;number of pillars of smoke seen to arise, I 

OMsider them in reality as nothing more 

dmit vapors, produced by the vast quantity 

-ef^ water arising from the impeded rivulets, 

* See Brpdone's 9ik Lttter. 
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which ev€jjry mhdm, thfoaghoiifc tl)e whole 
extent^ of the htfz, beo^ioe empomted. iiito 
st&Lxa. Such clouds of. steam were , mats 
particulafly abundant in rainy seafloaa, 
which makes it suttoieiitly clear that t^qr 
owed their origiii to water alonew Whfin 
Mr. Levetzen and tnyslelf travdledi fiKHn 
the farm-house of Skaptardal to the Ifaimt 
farm of SScal, and thence up the momltaiBSy 
on the 26th of July^ we were aiwlo|oed . m 
so thick a fog that we could hardly see for 
six yards before us. The fc^ had a disagree- 
able smeil, and at l(^gth turned lAlso a 
heavy Ml of min. Bm when> we r^uraed 
to Skal we were informed tlkt this seent^ as 
well as the fog itself^ was to be found only <m 
the hills^ and that there had been, at the 
same time, fine and clear weather m the 
% valley, together with a southerly Wind^ 
which had finally dispersed the rising va- 
pors, carrying theitti towards the roc^ m 
the north, and had at length envelc^>ed. tiie 
low grounds in a «ick fog and heavy nki, 
similar to what w^ bsA previously ^Epe- 
rienced in the mountains. These cirmim* 
stances tend still farther to confirm my 
conjecture that the smoke ascending from 
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fbe lava 13 nothing more than water^ con- 
?ert^ into v^por by ^rtreme h6at, and 
eonsequentljr that it can hy no means be 
reeded as a proc^ that fire dill exists ia 
an iKttive state anaoi^ the laviei. 

§ XXVII. 

I aow procfeed to inquire into ihe state 
of the lava it^elf^ and into the difierent 
kinds of this substance which have occurred 

Of the nature of *<> M^- I" doiug tblS I shaH 

**'^*'^- first notice the color, which, 

whether at greater or less distances from 
th§ place of eruption, was every where of 
a greyish ash, intermixed with black: the 
latter more particularly predominating. 
In many places, where the lava presented 
an even surface, it had cooled in the same 
form in which it had flowed, and it was 
externally either deep red or violdt, though 
the interior more frequently partook of a 
light-Uue tint. 

Wherever the lava had, from the circum- 
stance of various streams succeeding each 
other, formed itself into eminences, the 
heated vapors naturally forced their way 
through the upper and hardened crust« 
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.which was oonsequentljr broken^ and had 
fellen down in fragments of various shap^ 
and sizes. In places where the kta was 
smooth and even, it was from the like ctr- 
cumstance full of cracks and rents, and \tk 
such places, but principally in the deep 
hollows, it was strewed on the surface 
with a fine white kind of dust^ somewhat 
resembling salt, of which, with infinite 
pains, I was able to collect a small quantity. 
In a few spots, also, where the surface of 
the lava was level, might be seen yellow 
veins of sulphur among the cracks. Some 
of this I endeavored to procure with a 
pick-axe, by which means I broke into a 
number of concealed vacancies, that exhi* 
bited a mixture of various colors; while 
from their roof or upper part hung a great 
quantity of small projecting points, either 
of a sulphureous yellow or a dark red color. 
At the extremity of these processes, ^were 
seen a quantity of red drops, which in dry* 
ing had become indurated, but which, not- 
withstanding their small size, would bear 
a smart blow with a hammer without being 
broken. The bases of the cavities wefre 
chiefly yellow and green, though sometttnes 
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ATeddiah color was intermixed with them. 
In the bottom of one, I met with a beautiful 
kind of lava, remarkable for being most 
el^ntly variegated with r!ed> green> and 
jrellow. Liava of the common sort> such 
as is every where to be found, has always 
a blackish hue within, with an exterior of 
a bluish cast, or sometimes mtb a mixture of 
i«d and violet color. Another species, some- 
what different from the two just described^ 
was found near Bteng, at a little dintanoe 
ifom the lava-*stream. A fourth kind of 
rock also is thrown out by the volcano, and 
carried across the FliotshTerfet. . This ap- 
pears to be a black slate, shining within like 
pit coal : its exterior is marked with nume- 
foos white dots. With regard to pumice- 
stone, I could find no large pieces of it. 
Those which I met with were about the 
sise of a hawl-nut, of a . bf own color, fine 
in .quality, its weight light, and its nature, 
as. far as I could judge, exactly the same 
as that used in the arts. Under the fiv^' 
kinds of mineral substances here mentioned, 
which have been thrown up by the volcanpj 
all others which have come under my 19^ 
speetion are to be classed, as they cannot 
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fae«iMisidcfedtod]fl^ttseiittaHy from thenu 

Eor tbe isf(Drinatum relitwe to their compo* 

iient parts, I am entirelf indebted to the 

•kill and knowledge of our celebrated oobh** 

tryman, Mr. M}dilenstetb, who has had the 

goodness to make an accurate chemical 

analysis, not. only of the various kkids of 

lava, but of the fine whttish substance i^ 

sembling salt, which has been before men* 

tioned, and also of various other substances; 

one among which deserves particulariy to 

be noticed, a kind of ravetings, which ra* 

sembles grey hairs. This was to be found 

every where in the vicinity of the fiee, but 

especially on le^el sandy places, and no 

where in so great quantity as on the extent 

sive sandy plain of i%eidarasand, to die 

eastward of Nupsvaters anfi Fliotshverfieft. 

The filaments sometimes lay spread out singly 

upon 4lie ground ; sometimes mixed and 

interwoven with each other ; in other 

places, twisted by the action of the wind 

into the form of gariands of various sizes^ 

cAr into cii^des <^ a light grey color. Hie 

mtMlings themselves, though khoft aof) 

biroken, resembled the "finest hair. 



Tbe foUowuig iB tb£ result of Mr. JMf h- 
Imsteth's i^xperiHiQp^ upda the fi?e ^^4^ 
ent kinds of voleanic - substeoces vhig^ 
tuyere sent to him, and whii^ bave nofr h0m 
mentioned : 

■ 
No. I re^mbles externaUy the scwi 
of iron. Two ounces of it being: |iul«fii^ 
isedj one ounee of iron was exti^acted from 
it^ by means of the loadstiHie, and.was «{if99r 
eeptible, with a magnifying gbiss, i? 9am\\ 
tbin laminae, to which some lava wasvstaU 
attached. These two ounces were put ?nli9 
an equal quantity of oil of vitriol^ minced up 
with itj then thinned with eight parts of 
w»ter. The vilriolic acid evidently dissplved 
the iron, when the solution was separated, 
itbich, at bl0od*heajt, afforded a fine Prus*- 
sia^-blue oolor^ 'Hie remaining part, that 
was not dissolved by the vitriolic aoid^ was 
tbi>rough]y dried and found to have lost 
three quintias of its weight, and the V>ad*» 
stone had no effect upon it Another experi* 
ment was tried with <Hie oimce of this minemli, 
from which the magnet only extracted one 
and 8 half quintirt, sipkI tbe vitrioUc aci4 
dissolved only twenty-four grains of it. 
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No. -a. A mass of matter melted and 
ran together^ colored on the ontside wHIi 
iei and green. It consists of sulphur^ 
mixed with irbn^ copper^ sand^ and other kimk 
of earth which contain some acid of salt 
If a piece of it is put into a moderate coal- 
fire^ and 'thoroughly heated^ it gives a veiy 
fine blue flame. Ten quintins of it were 
made red^^hot in the fire, pulverized^ mixed 
with an equal quantity of oil of vitriol^ and 
diluted, during the operation, with eight 
parts of water. Afi*ep some hours, the solu- 
tion was separated, and gave a fine copper- 
color to a piece of polished iron. To this 
solution was added as much iron as could 
be dissolved, for the puipose of separating 
the copper f which, on being afterwards 
melted, was found to weigh fifteen grains. 
This copper yielded readily to the hammer, 
and with the addition of spirits of sal am- 
moniac afforded a very bright blue color. 
To the sediment, stHl undissdlred^ was again 
added half * as much vitriolic acid, and tbe 
whole was treated in the same manner as 
before. The solution was then precipitated 
at blood heat, and afiRyrded one qutntin of 
Pn^ssian blue. The 9till reniaiipin^ sedi^ 



• 

ihent^ vrhen dried^ weighedt ^ght obii^^ 
and comequeiitly the acids htd ' eKliraoted 
one quintin and forty-five gratns^oS'.iioi^ 
and fifteen grains of copper. The remain* 
ing ^ht quintins^ when melted dovirn ^with 
borax^ gave a clear black glass^ without re^ 
gulus. • 

No. 3. A white kind of calcined enrtli^ 
-one ounce in weight. It caused anjastrioh 
gent sensation upon the tongue. On Iwng 
put into toiling water^ half a quiatia of cop^ 
per vitriol was extracted from it 

No. 4 was to all appearance nothing 
but common lava^ and^ as far as coukt be 
ascertained, consisted of sulphur ore mixed 
with iron, a little copper, and various kinds 
of earths, melted down together. The mih^-* 
ral acids had no eflfect upon the Iava« ^nd, 
on its being pulverized, a very small quan- 
tity of iron only was produced* Four smidi 
pieces, weighing three and a half quintins, 
which appeared to be more light and 
imttle than the rest, and totally free from 
white spots, wa^ melted down with borax, 
when they yielded ^ lump of copper weigh- 
ing thf^ ^ik| a half grains. Half a pound 
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oCdiis lava was pulverized and profierly mek 
ted^ but it give no more tbaa three 
grains* of copper. 

. No..6 was a piece of comiiMm pinnice* 
flone. 
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Of the whitish powder, with which the 
cavkies of the lava were filled, 1 got a small 
sample weighing one and a half qnintin. 
It bad a saltidi taste, and on crystallization 
afforded proper Glauber salt, which Weighed 
two-thirds of a quintin, and ten grains of 
kitchen-salt. 

The grey and hair-like ravelings above* 
mentioned were found to be of tbie same 
nature as Nos. 1 and 4^ and in aliprobabilify 
are the selfsame substances drawn out into 
fine thre<ids, which, from the delicacy of 
thi^r structure, are easily broken^ and ar^ 
Mrried about by the wind m varioMs dire^ 
tions to considerable distances. Twenty 
grains of them were melted down by flaeans 
of a moderU^ fire to a Uaok gla^b *. $9 

* Professor Wilke^ at StockhQlm^ procured a sioall 
iutmple of this hair-like substance from Iceland, and 
has given a dissertation upon the subject, similar to 



i^l^w^ brittle ^mtrtb^iiiirti^io&tli^iMlb 

$oy^t^ of the ^ ^V"^^ ^^ autmni^ whM I Mt i ftdr 

hold it in bis hand^ that the application of 
tmAem^ . pressure \ inatf^ntijfhvAluded Jtil6 a 
fine powder ; biit it kyut^fooxviMithejOfmtrfat^ 
be^caaab Qon^yera|%i{ifttid;i<ii»i^^ it 

mm twitti. gmM idi£&{ml^}Jf^dMldi:'W^^ 
ihroagh.it| j«i itiiM]^>pltow/Mti1iicliid*bq^^ 
iofitnunent. NotavithMnding ^thnk, ikvmi 
iriill wexy dmigerdte.atidl uasafe^'^^aniiLirsi 

it miffit ttbo of heeesdilgK i^aioam^ 
time, on; accounts of^tiate ouihendtis sbasy 
plants Jand projeci&ons niwth: which its sur&ee 
is cowved^' and iUpod Nvfaadb it ife sbaioeigf 
possible to tread with the thin' Icelandic 
shoes^ made of xiw: Viies^ or even with thick 

a^fi'prc^r^. solad |g^s». withiwt ijXkf^^^^^y 
cuttk^ them throug)i. Mijich danger, too^ 

ar^sci.from the €irci;(cistance of the hot va<- 

pc^ra^^hich it concealed^ havii^, previousJy tp 

th^ If^ becofis^ng tJioTOugji^ly copU prodiu^^ 

W Mh^v^ i0f&^tioned, imminf^abte hdjlo^ 

pkoes^. %h^ arch-^way qt peiUng of which^ 

Ibat inserted in- Dr. CreiFs AMkaU' of Ghenmtry, f^ 
1784. Bopii It. p. 393. ^ 
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of tiMi lam^ yet \m$ tidfesuffidently thick or 
«trM^ to bear the bilnwti ^wcagiit. 






.' That thO'flooTftror bottoms of tbese csvi^ 
^68^ ovee their oolcMd 'appeafance to dv^ 
diflfei^tit 'icnid^ibr»dlphi|r^^^ othei* 

aietaltic Mbsliinocit ^kh hatre mdted mm! 
4ropped from the smbsd mrfaoe, will readily 
be perc^iv^d, ' witbiyit < the- necessity: of my 
temarkiiig it>; and-'nt^wttl Hkewiae eaaily be 
onderfttood, that th€^> spicnUB^ which hang 
from the ceilings^f ame^nodiing move : than a 
part of the bra, 'jiiA)re or less interipixod 
with strong substances, '^rhich, whilst drop'- 

plug, had cooled atid booome indtnrated* 

« ■ 

' !. § XXVUL; 

It has alteady been ito^ntiohed, (§ itvir.) 
Attempts with the that the gr«it heat arisiti^ 

bormg^HistraAebts. f^^^ '^^ jg^^ ^^ j,^ ^^^H 

obstruction to the experiments we had hoped 
to have madfe v^ith our boring-iiiiBtrtttoeittfe, 
in the hilly countiy, as well as in- the valli^s^ 
insonmcb, that I began to entertain fears 
lest this circumsteriice. should render these 

• 

instruments quite iiseless ; preventing us, as 
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JUt did, from evij^yii^ tbftn^ esc^t wbeM 
t]ie ground WM . .proportiaoably cooL It is 
scarcely iii the power oC any one to foroii 
an idea of the difficulty that attendea this 
fNirt of our labors. To be continually turn^ 
lag the instruments rounds and working 
tbrougH the hot^ hard^ and uneven lavaj 
while we were at the same time treading 
upon its sharp-pointed edges^ was certainly 
a task as painful as it was irksome. Never^ 
Ihefess^ by these trials^ I found that the lava 
io some places did not lie more dian six or 
eight feet deep ; that in many it did not exr 
ceed ten feet ; and that wheresoever^ as wn| 
the case in certain situations, it was f^f 
deeper, its depth seemed wholly to depeq^ 
on the peculiar nature of the countrf* 
Both below the lava, and close by its sid^ 
was found either sand or earth of the same 
kind as that which appears every where in 
this district, at a dist&nce from the fire, as 
in the peat-bogs or in the grounds where 
th§ sea^lyme grass (EUymm arenarius) 
^tovf%,i but no kind of slate could be dis- 
covered in the neighborhood. The boring- 
instruments were useful, in enabling me to 
ascertain the quality of the soil below and 
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fiifemt the hya, as wdl .m, the depth and 
natare of this latter beneath tibe surface of 
the ground, and* they fbrtKep confirmed me 
in the opinion which I hare stated above> 
that the volcano was to be considered as 
arising from a paartial eruption, and aot 
from any internal and universal ignitiofi of 
the earth. 

Height of the The height, to. which A« 

^*^^** heaps of lava rise in- the level 
country^ is in some parts veiy ,conis4der^ 
able ; particularly at Skalarfiall, where they 
have reached up to the rocks that project 
from the south side of the mountain : yet> 
nevertheless, were we to calculate its extreme 
height oti the plains at an hundred feet (and 
even this is not quite a fourth part 9f what 
has been stated *), I am still persuaded we 
should greatly exceed the reality. 

§ XXIX. 

It has been already noticed in its proper 
place, that, after the first breaking out of 

* l^ee Holme's Account of the Ftre, p. 19, where 
the height of the lava is estimated at seventy fathoms^ 
or four hundred and twenty feet. 



I 

iStfte of the weather 6ie Ait, a great quantity df 
^mr^stofjune, ^e8, BattBy ahd sdlpbweoiiB 

^st tviis thrown over t|^e adjacent distrii^ii), 
pK^dnlarly those of SidenahrdFliotshverfet. 
Itie hwig cbtitinuance of westerly v^iiidi, 
Itoo^ drove the sand-bank away from Skaptar^- 
tcmgc^ to the places just named ; and th^ 
^t qaantity of burning sand foiling around 
scorched up all the grass in the fields about 
fPliotshverfet to such a degree, that there 
tvere n6 means of suppott for the cattle, 
<hd the inhabitants fled from alt the farms in 
this district, excepting the most easterly 
one, called Nupstad, which, together with 
the neighboring form of Raudaberg, re- 
mained uninjured by the hot ash€^. It is an 
Uiidoubted cettainty, that, if Providence 
iAiO'tfld be pleased td grant better seasohs 
to Icelalid than the present. Hot only the 
parsonage of Kalfofoll, with the cottage of 
Kalfafelliskot, appeftainihg to it, but also 
ttie form-houses of Nupar, Mat^ub^dki, atid 
Hti^dll, vi^ifl, in i v^ry few yeai's, be restored t6 
their former condition ; especially as the lava 
ildetf has not reached them. We may then 
reckon the number of farm-houses dathaged 
at twenty-five, instead of twenty-ninie (see 

VOL II. p 
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§ KX.)j and make the whole amount, in- 
cluding those totally destroyed, to be thirty- 
three. It will easHy be conceiyed, that^^in 
proportion as the air became more and more 
filled with ashes, sand, sulphur-dust, * and 
the smoke and aqueous vapors arising from 
the burnt districts, it must likewise become 
more fetid and unwholesome ; and, indeed, 
even intolerable to those who were afflicted 
with the asthma, who, at such a time, could 
scarcely draw their breath. The presence 
too, in the atmosphere, of tliii^ mass of ;ex* 
truieous particles, obstructed in some v mea- 
8ul*e the light and warmth of the sUn, and 
caused to prevail, even at the height • of 
summer, a most piercing and unnatural 
cold ; in addition to which, what was still 
more unseasonable, a heavy fall of snow 
took place on the 11th and 21st of June. 
It was however soon ; melted. Almost all 
the new eruptions were accompanied by 
showers of hailstones, of an extraordinary 
siz'^y equalling that of a spar row*s "egg. 
These caused piuch damage and destruction 
to the grass, and nearly killed both men 
and cattle s but the misehief occasioned 
even by these was trifling, in comparison 
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of what was caused by the heavy rains % 
which^ mixing with the sand, ashes, and 
sulphur, that had before £illen in immense 
quantity, incrusted the fields with a kind 
of black coat, somewhat similar to ink, 
but thicker, which poisoned the grass, 
and rendered the water stinking and unfit 
for use. Even the rain itself, in descending, 
became impregnated with sulphur and 
ashes, which sorely afiected the eyes, caused 
a giddiness in the head, and was attended 
with pain as often as it fell on the naked 
body. The sun, from the impurity of the 



* ^^ During one of the heavy falls of rain>*' it ia 
stated by Holm that, ^' there was observed, at Drour 
theim and at other places in Norway, and also at Fer- 
roe, an uncommon &11 of sharp and salt rainy which 
was so penetrating, that it totally destroyed the Ifiives 
of the trees> and every vegetable it fell upon, by 
scorching them up and causing them to wither. At 
Ferroe, there fell a considerable quantity of ashes, sand, 
pumice, and brimstone, which covered the whole sur- 
Ikee of the ground, whenever the wind blew from 
Iceland 3 and the distance between these two places^ 
is at least eighty (Danish) miles. Ships that were 
sailing between Copenhagen and Norway, were fre- 
quently covered with ashes and brimstone, which 
stuck to the sails, masts, and decks, besmearing them 
all over with a black and pitchy matter/* 
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ftir> lost his splendor^ aiid was sbom of hii 
beams: indeed, it was very iseldom tlmt 
he was at all visible ; and, when he was 
so> he appeared as a ball of glowing metal. 
The smoke covered the whole face of the 
island * for weeks and months together, so 
that seamen could not get sight of the co^at 

* This dismal atmosphere was not confined to In- 
tend ; an obscurity in the air^ ahd an unusual redness 
of the sun^ were remarked also in Englaind. In a 6opy 
of Horrebow*8 Hisiory of Iceland, now before me, ia 
the following marginal note written by Mr. Sparrow 
of Worlingham Hall^ a gentleman to whom I am happy 
in thus having the opportunity of acknowledging the 
obligations 1 feel myself undefj for the ready access 
he has granted me to his invaluable IibMy^ and ^spe- 
Gialiy for the use of some scarce yfforks relative to 
Icelandw History .-r*' An eruption «f Hecla (as It Has 
for a long time supposed to be) broke out again in 
Ae spring of the year 1783. In the month of May^ 
of that year^ I was in Holland^ where the sun appeared 
for a great length of time to be enveloped and ob- 
scfikred'in a thick dry mist; the csuise of which 'Hiks 
liEot then known. Ab<M^t the end of the year^ t#o 
very large and luminous' meteors astonished the W<^ | 
they took a south-westerly direction^ and were ieen> 
apparently at the same elevation^ and nearly at the 
dame point of time^ In the eastern parts of £ngUtid» 
and the southern parts of Europe. They were remarked 
about seven or eight o*clock in the evenings within. 
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until they were close upon it ; and in the hilly 
country the haze was so thick^ that it almost 
entirely impeded the prospect. Such was the 
heiglit to wbich^ in the summer of 17^3^ the 
columns of smoke ascended/ that they might 
be seen at the distaace of thirty Danish (one 
hundred, and twenty English) miles from 
the land, appearing like clotUls in t|ie air. 
Hie same thickness in ihe atmosphere con^ 
iinued until thp middle of September in the 
s^me year ; t)ut, after that tim^, a prevalence 
of southerly winds happily brought widi 
them a clearer air. It is remarkable, that 
in the summer of 17^3, these winds had 
always been attended with the finest weather, 
contrary tp iHiat ipight have been ^cpected, 
that northerly winds would have been re- 
quired, to drive to sea and disperse the smoke 
arising from the southern side of the country; 
but at this time^ although it is not to be 
denied that the southerly winds necessarily 

I thinks she weeks of each other, aad about the 
imd41e of November. Tbey approached so near t^ 
the earth, that I nemember heanng a servant esrjr^ he 
stooped as one passed over himj fearful 6f being struck 
by it. They went with amazing velocity^ and were 
soon out of sight.** 
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impelled the smoke from the volcano into 
the interior of the country, yet they never- 
theless Were accompanied by a clear air and 
fine weather. The cause of so remarkable 
a phsenomenon has been supposed to be a 
volcanic eruption arising from out of the sea, 
to the northward of Iceland, or, possibly, 
from the eastern bay of Greenland ; since 
it has been observed, that the thickest dark- 
ness has uniformly been experienced, and 
the greatest quantity of ashes lalien, during 
the prevalence of northerly winds. How 
&r this conjecture may or may hot be well 
founded, I will not presume to say ; for^ 
although we see that some notice has been 
taken in the Berlin papers'*, printed at 
Copenhagen, of a fire said to have arisen 
out of the sea, between Iceland and Green- 
land, yet that circumstance must for the 
present be reckoned among those which re^ 
quire farther confirmation. Nevertheless, I 
must acknowledge that it is not altogether 
destitute of probability ; for, if the smoke 
which was spread over the country with 
northerly winds did not originate in a place 

^ For the year 1783> in No. 96, and others. 
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faurnii^ in that direction^ it will not be 
eaay to conceive whence it could procee<^ 
unless it may be supposed that the columns 
before mentioned^ as abundant in the disi- 
trict of Skaptefield^ had^ by southerly 
winds, been carried far away to the norths 
and were now driven back by the winds 
blowing from that*quarten When the win- 
ter of lj^83 came on, the hazy weather waji 
less perceptible, yet it was still observable 
for three days in November, and. again once 
in December; on the 13th, the 29th^ 30th^ 
and. aist of January, 1784; then twice i^ 
February; as also in March and. April, and 
in June, after which it prevailed almost 
daily in July,, whilst J remained in the vi- 
cinity of the fire. . Indeed^ it could not well 
be.oili]erwi8e,.but tfaatasjioon as the thick 
vapors, , arising from, the districts filled by 
the lava> .were dispersed by the winds, the|^ 
must necessanly cause fogs and hazy wea- 
ther in those places to which they wene 
driven. After the prevalence of. so thick 
an atmosphere as has b^n just described, 
it was remarked, at several periods during 
the following winter of 1784, that the sur* 
hc^ of the snow was covered with very fine 
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dust or ashesr Nwertittless. diis mist or 
hig brdu^t with it no. putrid air^, subset 
queiitlj^ ti> thd xylose of the suminer of IfSOt, 
ifftth the single 6Xiceptk>n ot two days in the 
QioiAth of April> 17^4^ wheaa veny striaiig 
sulphureous smell was perceived even at tike 
Bifihop^s residence at Skalholt^ and at many 
^aees in the district of Aaities* During the 
lAttke I remained at Siden^ in the nionth of 
July last^ the air had a strong smeU of sol- 
phlir as often as the winds wem northerly^ 
^nd this was particularly intolerable tikomt 
sun^rise ; so that I could then* with difficnlty 
di^aw my breathy if hilst? lyitig in n»y ttnK^ 

I havii already hinted t{fat the damage 
which the pastures have sustaiiiedi ftroq^ te 
torrents of rain are incalculable; §ot tbeac^ 
accompanied with continual li^teiiig snad 
with the most dreadful peals of tbtindery have 
pot only in many places rendex«d the sudaoe 
of the »rth for ever unproductive, by "dia^* 
lodging ffom the neighboring eminences 
great fragments of roc^, bi^t have ekewhere 
Materially injured vegetation by eoreni^ 
the ground with bJack diBst, milled witb iht 
hair-lifeef ravdi^^ asbetr, aand^ and fad* 



wfui^tly cutting off th<^ if^ Ufi^ sptrng^ af 

thA inhabitdnl^* Tile &et of tbf^ popt'cuttk^ 
and their headi^ ^ f^r «l k»st a« tb(^ fijmi^ 
and the imMe of their tpoHllni^. bfoantt 
dw»ge4 h]s tteir going ini^ th§te. imir 
tiitet^. c»p^iaUy wch si9> are dampi imd 
SMTsby^ to a Mftlphureous yeUaw coIo;t> Md 
were filled wi^ woufids and b«dite. Tbeifire 
itidf haviog mmk decreacned siiKse the b9gi% 
ning of the winter of l^sa^ the hwi^ ^ 
8qiia]k of raM became lesa frequent after 
tbttt pimod, yet ^ey nevertheleaa once at 
twice h^pened whilst I remained in the vh^ 
emity of the eniption. I shall nev^ forg^ 
t)to last of theaej whidi I vritoesaed white 
t^M^ <,id.»y »„.,»>«. mSk,„«i«,. 
0»« U waa terrtbfe m the eackreiw ; tad 
th^ rain^laU^ mst mdro|]s^ hcit, aaitwbir*^ 
m : continued rtreafliijs^ accoiiipai»id with 
nneeasing thiuMoter and ligbtadng ; sor i&al^ «t# 
wese Qoin|4ate)y wet through in le» tiMWik.a 
qpaajrtec of an houar« We at let^b^ reached 
di0 passunage^houttBi ofi Eystri-ikfiarv wbieb 
bad be»i for moM thaix a twdiivemontb 
deserted^ and there took shelter for an 
hour^ till tbie teinpst hads«;i^$id^» Whilst 
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bere^ wef exftmined the churchy birt could not 
perceive tbat it had sastained any dami^e 
from. the convulsionft of th& earth *. When 
we afterwards travelled across the heaths to 
the northward of this place^ towards Svinedal; 
we noticed, with the greatest astonishment, 
that large lumps of ice, three inches in dia* 
meter, and one or two inches in thickness 
(which for the most part consisted of con- 
gealed hailstones), had fallen in various 
places during this dreadful ' rain. At but 
a short distance from the burnt districts, 
for instance, at Alptavercft, there was fine 
dear weather, so that these torrents of rain 
were only ' experienced in the immediate 
vicinity of the places just mentioned. I alh 
therefore fully convinced thad; they were no* 
thing more than the watery vapours whidi 
had arisen from the hot lava, and which 
(now that their vi^ight overpowered the 
dasticity of the subjacent atmosphere) fwmed 
tiiemselves into clouds and fell in torrents; 
It follows by the same mode of reasoning; 
that the rain will also tend to confirm the 
conjecture which I had long before expressed 

* See Holm*t Jccount of the Eruption, p. 8t« • 



(^ xxvi.)^ that the smoke arising from die 
lava was only water^ evaporated by exciessive 
heat. 

§ XXX.. ' 

The volcano likewise afiected the foheries 
in the year 17^3; as the thick clouds of 
smoke and dust^ which continually covered 

Effect of the Volcano ^^^ ^^nd, rendered it too 
on the Fisheries. dangcrous for the fishermen 

to put out to sea^ and prevented their find- 
ing the proper fishing-stations. In conse- 
sequence of this the summer fishery proved 
very inconsiderable. In the district of West 
Skapt^fieid the fire had a still greater and 
more destructive efiect on the trout-fisheries, 
in the fresh-water lakes ; for a larger quan* 
tity of volcanic ashes and sand ' had na- 
turally fallen here than in other parts of the 
conntry; and these imparted an unusually 
blue color^ sometimes tinged with yellow^ 
to the waters^ which at length became so 
foul and putrid^ that great numbers of the 
fish were driven dead upon the beach. On 
the other hand; however^- the drying up of 
the Sk^ptaa was of essential service to the 
iohabitants ; because a number of large sa(«» 
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inon^ which had previously gone up the 
stream^ were thus^ in various places^ pre- 
vented from returning. In such, therefore, 
of the pools as still retained their water, the 
inhabitants had an excellent supply, these 
serving as complete stock-ponds to the 
neighborhood. I purposely denominate this 
fish, salmon, although I am aware that in 
the district of Skaptefield it is called tn>ut> 
which appellation is likewise given to it by 
Mr. Holm. I have never had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing it myself, but, according to 
all the descriptions I have received of it, it 
could be nothing else than salmon : indeed, 
the weight alone of the fish afibrds a suffix 
cient proof of what they are ; the general 
average being frojoi fifteen to thirty pounds, 
^nd the largest rising to at least ten pounds 
more. All the endeavors I could use to 
obtain farther information respecting this 
iish, by enquiries among the inhabitants, 
Enabled me to collect nothing more thanr 
that it is the same kind as that which is 
usually caught in the white creeks, near 
Skalholt, and in the Borgefiord, as well as 
at Grimsaa, and in various othep places. 
It has long been considered as a decided 
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matter that no ey oion are to be bmoA in the 
eatteiPn part of Iceland^ and I am inclined 
to think that it is solely for this reason^ thM 
the fish caught in the district of West Ska|>^ 
tefieM have hitherto passed under the nattiift 
6f trout. • 

Exclusively of the damage and loss oc- 
casioned to the iisfaeriat by the fire^ tMi 
calamity has likewise driven from Ilie 
toimtry various kinds of biyds^ that udeii 
to build their liests there; amdiig whieh 
the princi^l are'die swans. The iidlttbi* 
tahts were well acquainted with the' time 
that these birds cast their feathers^ wiiridil 
was in the month of August^ when the peo- 
ple iised to climb the rocks and take a great 
tiuQtiber of them : but the sulphufreous smoke 
and stench effectually finished them sLU; 
and the few e^s^ that were found in the 
deserted nests^ were so thoroughly impreg- 
hat^d by the smoke^ as to be unfit for 
eating. 

§ XXXL 

influence of the What influence the volcanic 
tation.^'* ^^' eruption has had on the growth 
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. dp the gratt^ and the miserable consequenoes 
that have ensaed from the fiiiiliire of the 
latter, cannot be described in few words. 
It. is easy to conceive that the prepress of 
vegetation, in the district of Skaptefield, 
where the fields were immediately, covered 
by the poisonous black substances, must 
unavoidably be stopped. But the misery 
was far from being confined to this plwe 
alone; for, even out of the district, where 
the volcanic sand and sulphureous ashes did 
not fiill in any considerable quantities, the 
gronirth of the grass, which, until the erup- 
tion took place, was in a most promising 
state, was after this time totally prevented. 
Plants of all kinds withered, and became so 
brittle that this mere treading upon them 
reduced them to powder. The fiist that 
felt the baneful influence were the Butter^ 
cup (Ranunculus cutis), in Danish calkd 
Smorurt, and the Fisilen (Leaniodan Tarax-- 
ucum). The Elting (Equisetum Jluviatile) 
was the last to sufier. The same poisonous 
dust also attacked the cabbages and other 
vegetables in the gardens, totally checking 
their growth; and, having thus extended 

idtself over the whole country, caused a ge- 



neral jGulore of Hm crcqps of gnm* Not^ 

ihowever^ equally in all plaee8 ; for the want 

was particularly experienced in the northern 

district, whei^e, according to report, the 

united produce of severfiL&rms atLanganaes 

'WAS: not moi^ than' sufficient to^ feed a single 

cow. . It is true that the number of homed 

cattle and sheep was already greatly de- 

creased, previously to the eruption^ a cirpum^ 

stance which was partly occasioned by a 

succession of bad years, and partly by the 

infection that had recently prevailed amoilg 

ittie sheep, and had • induced a necessity of 

destroying great numbers. But still the loss 

was most severely felt; for, in the autumn 

of 1783, the natives, were obliged to kill 

more than a third, nay, in some parts, even 

the half, of their remaining stock of cattle, 

for want of fodder^ What is iarther remark* 

able is, that in the summer of 1783^ the 

Insects among pastofcs in many places swarmed 
the grass. ^j^j^ jj^|^ wiugcd insccts,. of a 

species hitherto unknown in Iceland. These 
were of blue, red, yellow, and brown colors, 
and appeared nearly to resemble the eairth- '' 
fly. They were particularly troublesome to 
those employed in securing the hay, whl^ 
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were s^rni covered with their unWel^^e 
guente. Many people have assured me that 
thtay ewii found numbers of them dtitl living 
among:tbe hay, in the dqpth of the enMtt^ 
eeirere winter ; and, what is yet more eitia^*^ 
ordinary, that they left their quarters after 
a 4ay or two of thaw or mild weather. 

I have no reason to think that the thick'- 
ness of the air had any apparent eJB^ct upbn 
the grass in the late Summer of 1784. The 
liazy atmosphere before described, whidi 
Was • occasioned by the smK>ke arising fkrm 
tiie lava, was but seldom observed out of 
4iie district of Skaptefield, and the wdatfai^ 
was likewise very mild and wirm, from* the 
ktter part of the month of April till the 
end of* July; yet still the growth of grikss 
waS\ almost every where indifierent^ atfd 
the pastures oceasionaliy frozen^ e^cially 
Where the soil was firm and level. Some 
hopes> however, are entertained, that, not- 
withstanding the very moderate crops of 
grass, a supply of fodder, however staniyi 
may be Securcfd f6r the surviving cattle. 
The case is quite difierent in Siden and 
jH^edallandet, and perhaps in the whole <of 
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the dirtrict of Western Sb^fitefield ) fer theirs, 
pitividied the continued rains have not alto* 
gedier prafented the hay from being har- 
vested^ theiie is no fbir of a similar scarcity ; 
th^ gVBSS having grown in the greatest Jaxu- 
riance^ nay^ evai in an almost incredible 
quantity^ both in the Medallandet and ih 
Siden^ and likewise on the two most east^ly 
and deserted farms of Napstad and R^uda- 
bergy in Fliotshverfet. 

I am strongly inctined to believe that this 
extraoidiiiary dq;ree of fertility is ohkfly 
aseiibable to the ashes^ whidi have been 
Uirbwn out by the volcano^ and have iallen 
in the. vallies^ serving them both as the 
means of protection to the h^bi^ and 
m manure. The great and rapid growth of 
the forests around ^tna * has always been 
attributed to a similar cause^ and it has 
likewise been remarked in Iceland that a 
Itt^Kuriant vegetation generally succeeds the 
eruptions of Hecla-f*. This, therefore, in- 

* See Br^dme'i Letters through l^eUff andMultu, 
p. 89-93. 

+ S^ BUHopMnunU Jc^o^ni ofH^la, 1766, p.# 

VOL. 11. a 
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duces the opinion that we must atek finr 
the cawe of the feiliire of the crops of grass 
all over the country^ except in the places 
just mentioned^ in the dreadfu% ' sevete 
frost* and cold of the preceding . wint^, 
when the earth was frozen to the-dep^ of 
five or six- feet ; so that it was not entiiely 
thawed in the beginning of the moath of 
July^ ev^i in the neighborhood of the firts. 

The loss sustained in this district by the 
destruction of the ground which used to 
produce the Sea Lyoie^rass (Elymus are- 
natius) is the more deeply felt^ since tibis 
plant has become an article of consequence 
amoi^ the inhabitants. The flour it yields 
is considered to be finer in quality, and moce 
nubitive than any which is imported*}^; so 
that^ although the drying and: j»eparing of 

* In the winter of 1784> the- thermometer upon 
R6aumur*s scale varied from ten to twenty degrees of 
cold, and at Skalholt^ Bishop Finsen once remarked 
Reaumur's thermometer at twenty-one degrees below 
the point of congelation. The excessive severity of 
that season continued till the end of the month of 
April. 

V t See Olafitn and PoveUen's Travels in Ic^nd, § 810* 



gmn are but im{terfe^t1y: QndeAtodd m 
(ibtt dkti^, it was neverthdess in so ^ 
•fmsFalf use, that little or no other corn was 
jiRmght at the trading towns. There are, 
faoweiver, notwithrtmiding the general eala- 
^mity^ scnne few of these grounds still re- 
mami»g uninjured, and these, so early as 
the lirtter end of the month of July IsiM 
year, appeared in a most flourishing stdte; 
for the remark, already made as to grass 
in general, holds good also- with the Blynms 
orenartHSy that volcanic a^ies are its bc^t 
manure. 

/■ 

In the district of Western Skaptefleld^ 
and esjpecially at Siden, the Hvannarot (the 
root of Angelica Archangelica)y the HolU 
toeroty or Hardasoe (the root of Sikne 
.a€amHs)y and the Gelldingarot (the root 
of Statice Armetia), have also been used 
by the inhabitants as common articles of 
food, particularly in the spring, or in seasons 
of scarcity. They are also not unacquainted 
with the means of preserving their stock of 
Angelica root, which they gather in the 
autumn, and secure during the winter, by 
burying it a sufficient depth in the earth to 
be out of the reach of the frost, or by laying 
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it in diy iftud^ fimki which thisy ti^m pMt 
as . it is wanted jfar uie, ami eaSt it with 
butter* The other kinds of roots are ge- 
nerally dug up in the ^rtng» and^ as soM 
as freed from the soil^ . are eaten eitfafir raw^ 
or boiled in water with, a little milk. In 
the lummer .season a quabtity of the Lichmt 
uhnHcus (called in the Icelandic ianguag^^ 
,FiaUagro$)^ is likewise collected from the 
rocks for winter use: bat immediately after 
the bursting out of the fire^ ip the year 
1783, this plant, so important to.tbe ia^ 
habitants, was, together with those .birfbre 
mentioned, which grew in great abundance 
in $idumiubnna*'afr^ buried utider an im- 
iMnse covering of yolcanic ashes, and coarse 
sand* £ven to the present day the natives 
haVjS to . regret, in all parts of the counttfy, 
that this Lichen, so valuable io the fkrmei^ 
has not yet recovered itself. 

fs XXXII. 

Effect on animals. In CQUsequence of the d^ 
ficiency in the pastures^ and particularly, .of 
the poisoned st^te of the herbage, ^. g^^ 
mortality naturdly ensued among the cattle* 
In the district oir West Skaptefield, where the 
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fields were entirely covered with the in- 
f(^ous sand^ ashes^ and sulphur^ mixed into 
a pasty consistency hy the heavy rains; 
where the showers of red-hot stones and 
pnmice had totally destroyed the fece of 
wgetation; where a stinking, and sufibcating 
siteoke, accompanied by tempests; continual 
lightnings, thunder, and noises in the air, 
heavy subterraneous reports and "dreadful 
shocks of earthquakes, obscured the atmo- 
sphere; where a terrific stream of fire, a 
melted masd of lava, had urged its impetuous 
course; in short, where all the most -fearful 
jAiaeiiom^na in nature had concentrated 
themselves, as it were, in one spot, it was 
common to see the animals running about 
the pastures as if in a state of madness; and I 
am credibly informed, that many of them, 
unable to find ft)od, or even shelter to defend 
themselves from the surrounding horrors, 
in a fit of desperation, plunged into the fire. 
The cows were in many instances secured 
and fed in stalls, but the sheep and horses 
were dispersed in such a manner, that 
scarcely half of the original number could 
again be collected. All the quadrupeds of 
tilie island had thriven wonderfully, and 
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gained strength^ during the mild winter and ^ 
beautiful spring of 1783, but this did not 
prevent them firom dying off in considerable 
numbers, during the week or fortnight 
immediately subsequent to the erupticm, 
with inflammatory diseases caused by the 
poisonous quality of the food. Such was 
particularly the case with the sheep, of 
which, in the district of Skaptefield^ it was 
remarked that, whereas in Iceland they 
generally walk facing the wind, ^ they now 
regularly turned away from it; naturally- 
anxious to avoid the strong sulphureous, 
smell, which the infected breezes brouglrt 
along with them. As the cold, too, at a; 
distance from the fire, was unusually piercing,, 
they instinctively approached the current of 
lava, by which many of them were over-, 
whelmed and destroyed, in spite of all the 
exertions that were made to save them. Nor 
was the situation of the cows and* horses 
much better; for, although the disease was 
to them not equally fatal, yet they be^)ne. 
excessively lean, and, even, in the best season^ 
of the year, the cows gave scarcely any milk.. 
It was the same beyond the West Skaptesfield. 
district, and, indeed, nearly throughout thei 



VOLCANO£»^. S3 1 

the wbdle island. It was still farther re- 
m^ed in different parts of Iceland^ during 
the sammer of 1783, that the sheep, in 
direct ' opposition to the experience of the 
inhabitants, and to the supposed natural 
propensity of the animals themselves, avoided 
the dry elevated places, and even the heaths 
and edfninons, which most abounded in rich 
grass; and, as soon as they were driven up 
to the heights, snufied at the earth and 
searched among the grass, but without 
tasting it: then immediately turning round, 
ran to the morasses and wet places. The 
cause of this I attribute to the circumstance 
of the ashes and sulphureous dust having 
had a more permanent influence upon the 
elevate pasturage, than upon the herbage in 
moist and low situations, where a proportion 
of the ashes and sand must have sunk into 
the water, and where, besides, the grass, 
when raio fell, must have been much pu- 
rified and refreshed* It may possibly be 
objected to this, that the rain would naturally 
also produce the same beneficial eflPects in 
the higher grounds; but it' is on the other 
hand to be remarked that the grass and 
herbage on heaths istnd commons^ whe^fl 



sheep principfiUy delight to go^ is saiall and 
short. CcNisequeiitly^ as often as ai beftyy 
rain fell upon the aslmr and sttli^ieo«s 
dust here collected^ these were converted 
into a kind of paste which could not pen^ 
trate the soil ; so that all vegetation was co- 
vered with it : whereas^ in the morasses^ this 
paste was gradually dissolved in tfa^ watery 
soil^ and^ as the grass in such situations ge- 
nerally rises to a considerable height, the 
mixture of ai^es only afiected the.lowac part 
of it. This I therefore consider to be, the 
cause why the sheep, during the summer of 
1783, uniformly sought the moist places; 
and it may farther be added, that they there 
in some degree found a shelter from tb^ 
penetrating cold and frequent ted^pesto, 
which are much more prevalent in the hilly 
country than down in the vallies» 

In addition to the inflammatory disease 
just menti<M»ed as so fatal to the dheep^ do 
early as the commencement (^ autumn, 17SS9 
when Ibey were collected from the hill^ 
several of them were found to be attacked 
with a distemper hitherto unknown to the 
natives* The poor animals could neither 



walk nor stand : tbdr te^ wem loose, sp ^ 
to^ prevent them from chewing their food : 
their cheeks were full of swellings ; and their 
joints ware contracted. Towards ChrisfiQias 
the sicki^ess bc^an to shew itself in a still 
greater degree^ even amoii^ the stall-fed 
sheep, and also among the horned icatt)e» 
which rendered it necessary for them to be 
slaoghtered* Many^ howiever, fell vieitims 
to the . distemper mueh sooner than: was 
expected^ when the disease attacked thedi 
infernally. Thus it was oSspn finind that 
the heart, liver, lut^, and kiAiiea of these 
miaerable animals w^re eoevered bn idl 8tde» 
with boils and ulcers: they were in some 
cases much swollen, in others quite de» 
ritroyed and hollowed out: one of the kid- 
nies was frequently coiisiderably distisnded^ 
while the other was proportionably shrivelled. 
The jaw-bones were perforated, as if they 
had been bored with an instrument, and thci 
tibs were knit together in a most, extra* 
ordinary manner: The honlbs wer^ rediicel^ 
to a substance resembling gristle, ahfl i^en 
the hardest became at the joints ^o tender, 
that they might easily, be separated from 
each other. When the entraitij, tbit had 
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been diseased^ were boiled, tbey shrivelled 
very remarkably, and, if merely rubbed 
between the fingers, turned at once to 
powder. Of these particulars I was an eye- 
witness % for, when we arrived in Iceland, in 
the middle of the month of April, 1 7^4, 
this plague was in its full vigor, and I can 
with truth assert, that the greater number of 
the cattle then alive on the island fell vic^ 
tims to the distemper during my stay there. 
Having satd thus much concerning the sick- 
ness of the quadrupeds, I will onlj;> add, 
tfas^ it has been gmierally moredei^ructive 
among the sheep than the homed cattle, and 
that there are so>me parishes, amongst which 
are M uh}e and Rangervalle, and others in the 
west country, where the latter have been 
comparatively but little aflfected. 

According to information that we have 
received, the disorder has in some degree 
made its appearance in the distriets of 
Guldbringue and Riose, and likewise in va- 
rious places in the west country; but still 
its greatest ravages have been in Skaptefield^ 
Aarnes, Borgeflorde, Myre, and Hnappedal^ 
and, indeed, throu^ the whole of the 
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north of the island. From the east no 
intelligence has yet been received of > its 
having broken out there. In some h^rses^ 
which I had the opportunity of seeing 
during my journey to the place of the 
eruption^ the distemper exhibited the same 
external appearances as in the other cattle; 
but the teeth in those that I examined were ' 
not yet become loose. It was a melancholy 
sight to see the miserable and deplorable 
state to which these poor creatures were 
reduced. In one instance, in particular^ 
it was really astonishing how the wretched 
animal could walk, or even stand upon its- 
legs, and yet its owjiers, in the confusion 
and distress, occasioned by their flight from 
the spot, were under the necessity of laying 
a burthen upon it. No striking external 
marks of thedisorder were perceptible among 
the horses, out of the district of Skaptefleld^. 
but it has nevertheless prevailed there, if ifiot 
as the sole cause, yet certainly in union with 
others, to produce a general destruction, both- 
among them and the horned cattle: many 
having died suddenly, when they had a 
plentiful supply of hay; others when in pas- 
tures where there was a sufficiency of grass. 
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of which they were never deprived either by 
ice or saow. To our utter astonishment, 
we saw horses in the most miserable state of 
leanness, in the richest meadows, and even 
actually starved to death, having preferred 
eating substances the most injurious, such 
as the wood of houses, the hair from each 
other's coats, or whatever else was within their 
redch, rather than touch the grass of last 
year's crop, still remaining in the pastures. 
This appears to me to be a sufficient proof 
of the poisonous state of the herbage, during 
the year 1783; A^d, although the circum- 
stvice has Hot yet been investigated, I am 
fully convinced that the entrails of the 
horses, have been equally, with those of 
other animals, infected with the distemper. 
The few inhabitants, who had still left 
them some of the old hay, of the year 17^^ » 
preserved their cattle in a healthy and good 
oondition ; but even here, when the new hay 
came into use, the disease began to appear 
among them. 

I have farther to remark, that, during 
the last summer, several of the younger 
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beastd were recOTetied by feeding upon the 
new grass. • 

r 

$ 

It might 8eem contradictory, were I hene 
to assert, that the whole destruction among 
the cattle is to be considered merely as an 
efiect of the volcanic eruption; because t 
have before sjtated, that, in certain districts, 
which were within the operation of the fire, 
no particular distemper has yet made ifs 
appearance. I must, nevertheless, still maiii- 
tain my opinion, that the fire has mostly 
contributed towards it: since this was, beyond 
a doubt, the cause of the unwholesome air 
and frequent tempests, as well as of the 
failure of the crops of grass and hay, in the 
summer of 1783. 

' The cattle had, at the close of that season, 
become remarkably lean, and consequently, 
were rendered unfit tp withstand the rigor§ 
of the ensuing winter, one of the most 
severe hitherto known. The inhabitants had 
not, by any means, a sufliciency of provender 
for them ; nor were they aware, at first, of 
the unwholesome and poisonous quality of 
that which they did possess. It may be 
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easily supposed^ that the inelemeiokcy of the 
weather greatly contributed to the de- 
struction^ although the fire itself was the 
principal and original cause of it 

The extent of the injiay which Iceland 
has sufFared by the loss of her cattle it is 
impossible at present accurately to ascertain; 
as no correct statement has hitherto been 
made of what have died> or of what are 
still remHining. I annex^ however^ the fol- 
lowing table^ which is extracted from official 
information, and from lists that have be^ 
transmitted to the Royal Treasury, by the 
proper officers, merely for the purpose of 
.specifying, though in a general way, a 
part of the destruction. This table, not- 
withstanding its imperfections., inasmuch 
as it does not extend to the whole country, 
and is besides too vague, and not sufficiently 
explicit in particulars for some of the 
districts^ nevertheless, proves that, as Ranger- 
valle, Skagefiord, and Borgefiord, had, in 
proportion to their size and population, the 
greatest quantity of cattle and sheep, of all 
the districts therein specified, so they have 
also sustained the greatest loss, and thence 
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a similar inf<&rence may be drawn as to the 
parts unnoticed. , According • to the infor- 
mation that we have obtained^ the northern 
districts have not sufl^red less than the rest^ 
and their present deplorable condition w^f 
be put on a parallel with that of Western 
Skaptefield. 

^ XXXIII. 

feffects upon the That the eruption had like- 

human frame. ^^ ^ powerful cffect OU thc 

human frame is certain^ and is the less to be 
wondered at, as the unwholesome and pesti- 
lential air operating together with the noxious 
water and food, and with the want and di- 
stress occasioned by the destruction of the 
<!attle, must naturally be productive of sick- 
ness and distempers. Diseases of the most 
inveterate kinds, in the, form of scurvy, 
broke out in sundry places, and those even 
far distant from the fire: as, for instance, 
in the districts of Guldbringue, Bprgefiord, 
and Myhre, especially in the first. The 
district of West Skaptefield was, however, 
the chief seat of this distemper; and in 
only six parishes there, no less than one 
hundred and fifty persons were carried off 
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between the commencetneiit of the new year 
and the month of June following ; but some 
of these perished by famine. The same 
symptoms shewed themselves^ in this 
disorder^ in the human race, as among 
the cattle. The feet^ thighs^ hips, arms, 
throat, and head, were most dreadfully 
swelled, especially about the ankles, the 
knees, and the various joints, which last, 
as well as the ribs, were contracted. The 
sinews, too, were drawn up, with painful 
cramps, so that the wretched sufiereite 
became crooked, and had an appearance 
the most pitiable. In addition to this, 
they were oppressed with pains across the 
breast and loins; their teeth became loose, 
and were covered with the swollen gums, 
which at length mortified, and fell off in 
large pieces of a black or sometimes daik 
blue color. Disgusting sor^ were formed 
in the palate and throat, and not uncom- 
monly at the extremity of the disease, the 
tongue rotted entirely out of the mouth. 
This, dreadful, tbou^, apparently, not very 
infectious, distemper, prevaited in almost 
every farm in the vicinity of the fire dur- 
ing the winter and spring; but, happily. 
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ito extreme horrovs were confined to thes 
dktriot of West Skaptefield^ beyond whieb 
it was attended witii less melaneholy co»* 
se^enees. Many of the unfortunate in^ 
^bflft>itants^ who resided in the vicinity of the! 
pkoe c^ eruption^ and who eonld not pro- 
cure either medieine or assistance^ were 
starved to death ; from an utter incapabiUty 
of swallowing during the prevalence of 
the disorder any portion of food^ even if 
they could obtain it, which was not often 
tlie case. On 1^ farm of Nupstad, in the 
I%ot^verfet, which was the only one of 
all that remained inhabited, till the spring 
of 1784, the distemper attacked every in* 
dividual among the inhabitants, not leaving 
a single person in health to assist and 
comfort ^e sick with the necessary at- 
tendance. Report goes even so for as to 
state, that several persons had been lying 
dead in their houses for a considerable 
time, before any int^Iigence of their decease 
could reach Siden, the nearest station ; and 
that the information was at length conve}red 
by some travellers from the east country, 
who^aeeidently stopped at Nupstad, and there 

VOL II* R 
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heard from the few survivors of the distress* 
iiig situation of the districts Both there, 
and at Horgsland^ and^ indeed^ at some 
other places, it was necessary to hurn the 
bodies upon the spot; since there were no* 
horses left^ and but few persons who were 
able to convey the deceased to the church. 
I ought indeed to add^ that the circum- 
stance of the earth being frozen to a con- 
siderable depth, as well during the winter 
as die spring of 1784^ made a measure of 
this kind the more indispeosible ; the few 
that were free from disease being so en- 
feebled by hunger, that they had by no 
means strengtli sufficient to break up the 
indi)rated ground^ and open graves for so 
great a number of bodies as now required 
interment. As often, therefore, as burial 
was at all resorted to, six, sevep, eighty 
and even ten bodies were plaped in one 
grave, and, for the sake of sparing exertioiis 
that they were little able to encounter^ tlij^ 
was frequently so shallow as barely to al- 
low a covering of earth above the lid of 
the coffin. That the air, from such a mode 
of interment) must soon become corrupted 
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&ttd dangerous fer the human race^ especi- 
ally in the slimmer season^ is a fact that 
speaks for itself. 

It is necessary for me here to remark^ 
that the disorder principally attacked those 
who had previously suflfered frotn want and 
hunger^ and who had protracted a misera* 
ble existence by' eating the flesh of such 
animals (not even excepting horses) as had 
died of the same distemper *, and by having 
recoui^se to boiled skins and other most 
unwholesome and indigestible food. From 
respect to my readers I forbear to enume* 
rate a variety of other things^ which^ as 
articles of food^ were in an equal or greater 
degree nauseous and disgusting, and which, 
were I to detail them, would serve to show 
what shocking expedients the extreme crav« 
ings of appetite will drive men to have 
recourse to, and how that it is possible to 
convert almost every thing to food. 

* I have been assi|re<l^ in the district of Skaptefield> 
thfit the flesh and milk of sick animals had a remark- 
aUy unpleasant taste^ and that^ in particular^ the milk 
was of an unusually dark and yellow color. 
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Some of the inhiibitanti, during the whole 
course of the winter^ had not the least mor^ 
sel of any kind of fresh or wholesome vio- 
tuals^ nor were they able to procure any 
other beverage than the water^ which had been 
corrupted by the mixture of ashes irn^ 
sulphur^dust. It was not all^ however^ evep 
in this case, who died^ but some recovered 
after having, in the course of the following 
summer, had a fresh supply of cows, aqd 
some provisions conveyed to them from tl\e 
sea-coast, and after the pastures pnce more 
afforded them their wonted supply, b^ing 
again covered with good grass find herbage 
among which last were the various kindp 
of sorrel {Runtex Acetasa and oth^r specie^) 
and the dandelion (Leantodm T^mxacunOf 
of which the natives made sppon-me^t. 

In my endeavors to ascertain the nature 
and origin of this distemper, I have not 
relied solely on my own judgment, but 
have solicited information on the subject 
from my valuable friend, our learned Pro- 
fessor, Kratzenstein, who deduces it from 
the same causes, and classes it with th? 
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intne ditorders/&8 Professor Calliten^ to 
whose goodness I am indebted for the fol- 
lowing remarks: 

^^llie epidemic distemper^ which broke 
out in Iceland in the vicinity of the vol* 
canic eruption^ appears to me, from all its 
attendant symptoms, to' be entirely of a 
scorbutic and putrid nature, and exactly 
cort-edpoiiding with the appearances which 
i have observed to 9Ccompany the highest 
degree of scurvy in cold climates. It un- 
doubtedly owes its origin to bad provisions 
and water, and to the deprivations to which 
the unhappy inhabitants of the diiitrict were 
subjected. It is therefore most natural to 
suppose, and eicperience confirm the sup- 
position, that no other remedy ot relief 
oould be found for these wretched people 
but a meliorated diet of fresh vegetableil 
and fresh animal food.'* 

^ XXXIV. 

General con. I^^e volcauic eruption having 
sequences. ^^^^^ Y)een productivc of devas- 

tation and sickness, both among man and 
beast^ a great famine and unexampled mi* 
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«erjr throughout Hie eouatiy^ pAiiitdljr eor 
sued. The ^pettant^ who^ with the lots of 
his cattle^ was likewise deprived, of his sole 
means of subsistence, and of the best and 
most vthmble part of his property, had no- 
thing else ( after having eaten the animals 
that died by femine and sickness) wherei- 
with to satisfy the painful crairiugs <tf 
hunger, but skins and old hides^ which 
,he then boiled and devoured. Many, driv!W 
to the last extremity, have killed the few 
J^lthy cattle and sheep that still remained, 
and afterwards, when these were oofisumefi^ 
wandered with their whole families down to 
the sea*side, where they have become an 
intolerable burthen and source of ioipoverishr 
ment to the inhabitants of the coast* At 
the same time, too, that the upland^ w^ 
^become desolate, the condition of the iit^ 
habitant of tb^ coasts is so OMich the more 
pitiable ; as he can no longer continue his 
laborious toil through storms and frosts, with 
vigor and energy, unable as he is, to ob- 
tain the smallest quantity of butter or other 
^strengthening articles of food to add to his 
present wretched fare ; and being reduced to 
w^tcff too, as \)\s oply drink ; since whey, 
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vvfaic^ vm^ his uraal bevei^ge^ is ^^eiiie^ 
him. AH this^ as is known by long and 
sad expei^nce in Iceland^ renders the fisher- 
men weak and disspirited^ and unfits them 
for their ordinary occupations: thus^ each 
hanging on each, the misery that b^n 
with one runs through all. llie want of 
skins for sea-clothing will likewise for some 
years be a great obstacle to the carrying 
on of the fisheries witii advantage; for 
aldiough^ since the mortality among the 
cattle^ there is so great a quantity of hides 
in the country that they are considered as 
scarcely of any value, yet it is a welt- 
known fiict that those of animals which 
have died of hunger are in general unfit 
for use, and these, therefore, will neither 
answer the purpose of making coats or 
even of being manufactured into the shoes 
in use in the country. 

The loss of the horned cattle and sheep 
was very severely felt by the Icelanders, 
but that of the horses was equally so, espe- 
cially by the inhabitants of the interior of 
the country, who thus found themselves de- 
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jMiiiwi of tkrar last rpmmvce^ tiie me^M ^ 
having piwisiopft and other oMassaiies icon* 
ve^ed £rom the coasts through loog aad tfh 
Aiom foads. Nay^ many who are totally 
destitute of hor«eg are under the neoei^sity 
of ewrrying every load of hay into the out- 
houiep upon their own ba<^s, and frequently 
fiom a very considerable distance. Nor is 
there any prospect of these invaluable anio- 
inals being soon replaced. 



In the dirtrict of West Skapte^d^ where 
a great proportion of the people had no- 
thii^9 during the whole of the wint^ c^ 
1784^ but the most unwhcdesome food, m4 
consequently became subject to the disor^ 
ders which have just been described>num^ 
b|srs of people necessarily perished^ and, 
out of sev^ty fainilies that dwelt nearest 
to the fire and forsook their hoines, not 
more than one half are still remaining in 
the district^ the other thirty-five having 
fled to other districts^ where a few of them 
have continued^ while a part .wandered 
about the countryj and the rest are dead. 
It is now fully ascertained that 1^ farms 



the cMniii^cet»eiit of thi fire^ ulfaaliited faff 
f<mr baodced and nioe persons in tbe ivh0le4 

N 

With th^ exertion of the district of 
Western Skaptefield, it does not appear 
that any part of the island has »ifierdd so 
much as Tingoe, in the northern distnct, 
where a great mortality happened both 
among men and caAtle^ insoEfiuieh thiyt (ac- 
cording to statements transmitted to the 
Royal Treasury) seven hundred pertons 
lest their lives by &mine 'aiid want. Qtte 
hundred also have perished in Skagefiord^ 
and three hundred and fifty-five in CtefionL 
In the parish of Norder-Muhle more than 
one hundred died last year of thi same 
disorder; and^ if we caldulate the nuinber 
of those that have died ick 4he distrtet of 
West Skapt^eM only at forty^£Nrei tbe 
whole amount of those tliat have Ictst 
thmr lives by fiunine (of whom, lists have 
been sent in) will be thirteen hundred. 
'The general distress in the northern coun^ 
try has been exceedingly great, as it has 
also been in Borgefiord and Myr^^ in th^ 
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imrtlMni and western distrieis. It is, iiow- 
eyer^ much to be dreaded that a still 
greater iimiine and moilality have visited 
the country, or at least particular parts ct 
it> during the last winter, that of 178^9 
when it was tcareeiy in the power of man 
to alleviate the calamity *• 

§ XXXV. 

The prevalence of violent earlliquakes, 
as well as of the fire itsdf, and the extra- 
ordinary destrurtion occasioned by-these in 
the district of West Skaptefield, * are cir- 
eumstances which are rendered sufficiently 
apparent in Fliotshverfet by the great 
chasms in the earth, which are there par- 
ticularly abundant. It has been bdbre re* 
marked (^ ix.) that earthquakes were more 
violent before the fire l^'oke out, but that 
firom the period of the eruption they gra- 
dually subsided; so that in die year 1784 
die shocks were weds: and scarcely per* 

* The total number of persons that have perished in 
Iceland^ in conseqUeoce of the volcanic eruptioiv^ 
amounted^ as the Etatsroed himself has assured me^ 
|to nine thousand* H, 
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ceptible^ excefrfing only for tffo da^tf be* 
fore I left the countfy^ t^e 14th and l6t^ 
of August. It was in Uie afternoon of tibe 
former day, between four and five o^dook, 
that the whole house at Ii^derholme, in th^ 
district of Boi^efiprd (where I was then 
ataying) began to tremble ; and, as we e^ 
pected nothing else than that it would in-- 
stantly fallJa, we naturally ran out. When 
I looked up to the 9teep mountain, called 
Akrafiel, to the northward of the farm<*h0iise, 
I perceived 4ts whole south sidfe ob^ 
soiled, by a vast body of smoke, ariwig 
from the fragmeipts of rock wbidi weif 
oontinually falling. In another place, a 
little below the .&rm*-house, large masses 
were broken off a lofty ridge of rock that 
rose near the sea ; yet, thanks to God, 
there was no danmge done at this place. 
On the following night several slight ,a^t% 
tions w^ere pa'ceptible both to^ myself aiil 
ot^r people then in the form-house, suffi- 
cient indeed to rouse me from my sleep, 
though not to cause any seripus alarm;; 
but on the 1 6th we had again a long and 
dreadful shock, almost as heavy ^s the for^ 
mer had been. 
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This earthquake wim tliost violently Mt 
in the district of Aames^ and has there 
also caused the greatest destructioUy espe- 
cially in the diocese bf Skalholt, where, 
excepting the cathedral, only two small 
buildings are reported to have escaped with- 
out danis^. All the rest, and among 
them the houses belonging to the coU^e^ 
Were either entirely thrown down or materi-r 
ally injured. Some persons, who were buried 
in the ruins, were happily immediately dug out 
without having sustained any injury. The 
bishop, Mr. Finsen, and his lady, #hOi 
tc^ther with the rest of the inhabitants 
beldnging to the episcopal residence, had 
long been obliged to lie under tents, in 
consequence of the constant succession of 
riiin and tempestuous weather, were tiow 
reduced to the necessity of taking fl^ht 
with their whole family ; it being impbssi- 
tble to rebuild their palace before the win-^ 
ter caihe on. The timbers, in falling in, 
had broken, and were rendered unfit for 
use; nor were any horses to be procured 
^or Uie fatiguing task of conveying fresh 
beams from the mercantile towns, situated 
at a distance* 
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7he whole of the houses belonging to 
the Episcopsd See of Skalholt having be^ 
in this manner destroyed^ the University was 
necessarily neglected during the following 
wii^^F. In the parish of Skeide^ in the 
district of Aames^ we are informed that 
aU the fitrm-housesj two only excepted^ had 
fallen to the ground^ and that three' persons 
in this district had lost their lives by the 
earthquakes. Besides which> these destruo- 
tive earthquakes had every where camed 
great mischiefi not only in this distriety 
but also in the western part of Range- 
valle^ and^ according tb accounts that have 
been i^^ived^ have dainaged two hundr^ 
jind fiffy farm-houses on the estate belongii^ 
to the Bishopric of Skalholt, besides eleven 
churches, and have totally thrown dow|i 
^ other churches. On the other haud> 
both in the eastern district, and likewise at 
Vestmannoe*, as well as over the whole 

* According to Mr. Sysselman Sivertsen's informa- 
tloQ^ transmitted to the Eoyal Treasury^ at the first 
shock which took place on the 14th of August^ lai^e 
rocks were torn from the mountains^ and fell down on 
Vestmannoe^ which was covered with smoke firom the 
base to the summit : and^ as the smoke arose firom 



under the ruins of the habitations: but 
above all it is tp be lamented that this 
misfortune should take place just at the 
season of hay-making, llie want of horses, 
too, i9 a circumstance very distressmg to the 
country in general, and to the places de- 
stroyed by the earthquakes in particular^ 
sincc^ as observed above, without the assist* 
ance of these miimals^ the inhabitants can 
neither procure the timber necessary for 
building, nor any supply of provisions from 
the sea coast. It is therefore much to be 
feared that several of Uie Csirm-houaes that 
are dami^d must, for the present, remain 
uninhabited ; especially as the hay has been 
almost entirely destroyed by this sudden 
misfortune, and by the long continuance 
of rainy weather following almost immedi^ 
ately upon it. 

A consequence of these severe earthquakes 
has been, that the face of the country appears 
to be heaved up in the form of billows, awl 
during the continuance of the shock k look- 
ed as if covered with a dark cloud of dust* 
All waters, as well the flowing as the stag- 
nant ones, were sensibly disturbed and bo** 



came white as milk ; but the rivers them- 
sdves resembled the tnost fiirioUs mill- 
titreafkis. Matiy Kvetttr^ br boiling-springs, 
fttid dther fordoks and p6ols were dried op^ 
though Some of these ^ttet a whifle agftiti 
made their appear^nee in frecfc plsk5ei« The 
hot-springs about the Gej^set, and ahdveslll 
liie Geyser ifeelf S]30iited dut its torrents with 
a fbry nerer before wif ness^d^ and the j^fsre 
was also the cast with the spnngsr c€-this 
kind diHittt Skalholt. It is very remarkabfe 
<hat^ in tile very place where I bored intd 
ihe grottml between these spots last ^e&t, 
thete has sprung np^ according to Bishop* 
FhisenMB account, dated the 14th of August 
Ibftewing, a fvesh fann<(ain of boiling Waftef. 

We are also ififbrmedf that the pastuYtes in 
tite (Kstrict of Aarnes had, by these shocks 
in the ground, sufiered such confvnlsioits, 
that alf the moss growing in damp places 
was forced out of the soil, and lay so thick 
trpon^ the grass that scarcely any more hay 
coufd be cut; whilst iti hard and dry 
places great cracks and apertunes, nay, ill 
some spots, even deep holes were formed in 
theearth. 

VOL. II. s 
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§ XXXVI. 

Anewttkttdaming I^ conclusion I hwe to 
from the sea. ^j^^ ^j^^ for a whote month 

previous to the volcaaic eruption in the 
district of West j%aptefield« in 17^9 a great 
fire was seen arising froni the sea oflf the 
south-west coast of Iceland^ and this was 
rendered visible to mariners^ at the distance 
of six or eight Danish miles^ by the vast 
body of smoke that proceeded from it. The 
sea around for twenty or thirty Danish miles 
was filled with pumice*stones to such a de* 
gree that they were ho small obstruction to 
the progress of shipping. Of these pumice- 
stones, which were driven upon the southern 
coast in great quantity and in different 
places, I myself have found several here 
and there at Akranes, in the district of Bor- 
gefiord^ and principally at> Inderholme. But 
this is not all ; for, by the force of the sub- 
terraneous fire, a new island has arisen from 
the sea, which was seen throwing out a vast 
quantity of fire by some mariners on their 
passing this coast early in the month of May, 
1783. By the nearest estimate they could 
make, this island lay in about 63 ^ 120'"^ of 
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Itorth latitude^ and in about 354^ 20^^ of 
longitude^ at the distance of seven or eight 
Danish miles south-^west by the true com* 
pass from the outermost of the Fugle*skiers 
off Reikanes; Masters of vessels, who have 
sailed very close to this island, do not agree 
in their reports concerning its extent, some 
of them having calculated it at one mile in 
circumference, whereas others have described 
it as being only one-third of a mile or very 
little more. The island ^ is stated to con-* 
sist of high rocks, in the rifts of which in 
two or three diflferent places was burning 
a strong fire, which at intervals, as it burst 
forth, threw up a considerable quantity of 
pumice-stones. 

At about one and one-third Danish miles 
by the compass from this place a sunken 
rock ^ was also discovered, over which the 



* By later accounts we learn that this island was in 
the course of a twelvemonth reduced to a sunken rock^ 
exiremdy dangerous to navigators. It is mentioned 
at p. 9 of this Journal. H. 

f As I have not in any other work met with informa^ 
tion respecting this sunken rock, it seems to me not 
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iea broke very heavily. By sQuiidiagf ^^m 
when near the inland it was a90ertaiii€4 thil^i 
at the depth of forty-two fi^thiWiliy thf 
ground consisted ^ a kind of calcined 0lt(m»r 
dust^ which shone, like pit-coal. At. oq^ 
place they bad more than one huifidfed hr 
thorn of water^ when only at the dftatanoe 
^ half*a«mile £* n. e. from the island. 

This island^ to which His Royal Majesty 
has been graciously pleased to bestMr the 
name of Nyoe (New Island) has not been 
seen this year by mamiers : and though the 
ships in which Mr. Levelsten^ Mr. BciLow^ 
and myself weiit to the country and fetuofdl 
to Copenhagen^ had express ocdsta ^ oeweilr 
for it, we were still unable to discover it ; 
notwithstanding that dhuring- our ^ti«%rd 
bouiidf passage we oontinued cniA^i^g hltck-> 
wards and forwards for a long tkii«> m IhA 
latitude where we might expect .to fall in 
yrith it. So that> if I may be permitted 
to draw auy cQiKsit^um frcm tbk circuoH 
stance, it would be thisi: that Nyoe haa amk 



unlikely that it is only the remains of the island just^ 
befope described^ whidb, as witi hepc^ter be qo^qtiqii^. 
is now scareefy to be^ seen at hjgb y^9^» H 
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into the tea in the same mannef as it rosd a 



year ago 
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While engaged in preparing this part of 
my work for the press^ Sir Joseph Banks 
has been kind enough to send me a valuable 
Danish publication on the coasts and harbors 
of Iceland. It was printed at Copenhagen, 
1788, and is entitled Beshrivehe over den 
Islandske Kyst og alle Havne fra Fugle^ 
sMcerene og til Stikkelsholm i Bredebug- 
ten med Forklaring aver deres Indseiling^ 
ved P. de Lowenorn. From this I shall ex- 
tract not only that part which concerns the 
New Island^ mentioned by Mr. Stephensen 
in the beginning of the last section of his 
pamphlet^ but also that which relates to the 
whole of the Fugle-Skiaerene, as I consider , 
the account of them too interesting, and the 
nautical information relative to them too 
important^ to allow either of these to be 
omitted. 

" From Cape Reykenes Ave single rocks, 
rising above the water, stretch out to the 
s. w. by w., by the true compass, and are 
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called Fugle-Skiaerene (or the Bird-rocks). 
The one which is nearest the land^ and lies 
close under Reykanes, is called Carls-klippe: 
it is very dark^ and has much the appearance 
of a church with pointed steeples. The 
distance between this and the second rockj 
called Eld-Ey * (or the Flour-bag), is one 
and a half Danish miles. Between these 
islands is the best channel and that which is 
most generally used. One may likewise pass 
between the other Fugle-Skiaers, if there is 
a tolerably fresh breeze ; but the sea breaks 
very heavily, especially in spring tides, and 
may cause broken seas and put the vessel to 
great danger. 

> 

* Eld-Ey, or lid Oe, The Icelanders call these rocks 
by the geiiei*al appellation of El-Eyranne, or lld-oerne 
(Fire islands), probably thereby intending to intimate 
that they have formerly been volcanoes, and have been 
produced by revolutions similar to those that have 
happened in the East Indies, in the Archipelago, at Si« 
cily, and mapy other places, and very lately in Iceland 
1783, with the Blinde FUgle-Skiisr, as it is called 5 
which, although it afrerwards sank again and there- 
fore justly bears the name of the Blinde Skuxr (that 
is, sunken rock), may probably by some future con- 
vulsion again raise itself high above thp water. More 
will presently be said concerning this Blinde Fugle^ 
Skiar. 
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If opportunity offers I should always con- 
sider it safest to go between Carls-klij^ and 
the Flour-bag, \yhether in coining from the 
eastward to the western* harbors in Iceland, 
or in going from Iceland to the southward ; 
both because the course is shorter and there 
are more certain sea marks. When clear of 
the Fugle-Skiaers, you must be on your 
guard, more especially if you turn to wind- 
ward, against a dangerous sunken rock, 
called the Blinde Fugle-Skiaer, of which I 
shall immediately have occasion to make 
mention. 

I have laid down the Fugle-Skiaerene, 
with regard to their situation between them- 
selves and from Reikanes, according to 
Minor's description, with a few inconsidera- 
ble corrections frqm M . de Verdun's observa- 
tions, and from a great number of bearings 
which I had the opportunity of taking, both 
when going to Iceland and on my return. 

The outermost of the Fugle-Skiaers, 
which is called in the Icelandic language, 
Gier Fugla-Skiaerdrange, and by Minor, 
Grenadeer-Huen (the Grenadier*s-cap), lies, 



364 



APPENPIX. C. 



as nearly m can be ascertained by bearings 
taken from the ^eaj five and three-quarters 
Danish miles s. w. by w. by the ^ true com^ 
pass from the point, of Reikanes, and con* 
sequently in 63'' 44' 40^ latitude and in 
the longitude of 25 ' 35' 40^ 



: Lieutenant Grove has^ near this place^ 
had an observation in the latitude of 63"^ 
44' 20^^ and on my homeward voyage, in 
sailing past it, I likewise had an observa* 
tion of latitude and longitude, which aiv* 
swered very correctly to it. It is true that 
by my observation it lay a couple of minutes 
more to the southward in latitude, and the 
difierence in longitude was likewise a cour 
pie of minutes, as it appeared to have been 
laid down too far to the eastward : but I 
have nevertheless left it unaltered with 
regard to the distance it is found to be 
from Reikanes, which must otherwise be 
corrected accordingly. It cannot be ex- 
pected that observations taken at sea should 
correspond to so great a nicety^ especially 
as the weather was not very favorable ; but 
nevertheless I would not omit makii]^ this 
remark. 
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During the time that I remained at 
Holoiens-Havn^ Lieutenant Grove went out 
with a vessel under his commaiid^ for the 
purpose of navigating about that spot where 
the volcano island had made its appear- 
an^, in the year 1783^ in order to disco* 
ver if it still existed^ or if any vestiges of 
it remained: but he found nothing but 
that, which is called the Btinde Fugle- 
Ski^r. 

According to several very probable and 
well-founded suppositions, we have con- 
cluded that this is precisely the same rock 
wbicb^ in the year before mentioned^ threw 
out fire, and cast up so much pumice-stone^ 
that the navigators who passed the place 
found the sea covered with it. So long aft 
it continued burning, it appeared above the 
4water like a small island. Which, as we 
learn from the statements given by mari* 
nera, who saw it that year, frequently al- 
tered ita appearance; a circumstance un~ 
doubtedly occasioned by the lava and pu'^ 
miee-^tone issuing from it; though it is 
probable that these substances have not 
been able to fix themselves firmly^ but 
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were washed away again by the sea break- 
ing heavily against them ; so that l^ these 
means the island that had started up, dis- 
appeared and was not to be found the next 
year, when orders were given to the out- 
ward bound ships to look out for it. The 
existence of the Biinde Fugle-Skiaer, indeed, 
has been for some time known, but its si- 
tuation has been so uncertain, that many 
people have gone so ikr as to doubt whe- 
ther it actually existed, because they might 
often sail past, and even cruise about, with- 
out happening to see it. It is nevertheless 
extremely dangerous; and it is a most im- 
portant matter to ascertain correctly where 
it lies, in order that we may be enabled to 
use the needful precaution in avoiding it. 
At the flow of the tide it is not visible, 
unless there is a sea running sufficiently 
high to break over it, and even then it is^ 
necessary to be very near to perceive it; 
but in the dark or in hazy weather it 
would probably not be possible to avoid 
it, should one be so unfortunate as to fall in 
with it. At low water, and when the sea is 
running off, about a cable's length off it 
may be seen dry. The sea breaks for thci 
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lengthy of two cables. Round about it, the. 
depth of water increases rapidly^ and at the 
distance of from two to eight cabW length 
from it^ the lead has shewn from twenty- 
six to forty fathoms, with small burnt 
stones resembling lava. 

Lieutenant Grove observed the course and 
distance from thence to the Grenadier's 
Cap, or the outermost. Fugle-Skiaer ; and 
when, on my return homeward, an oppor- 
tunity offered for me to sail through the 
channel, I took numerous bearings to the 
Grenadiisr's Cap, and thereby ascertained 
my distance ftom it as correctly as it can 
be done at sea. I then shaped my course 
directly for the Blinde Fugle^Skieer ; k^t 
the log going ; steered with the utmost 
diligence ; and found the course from the 
^termost Fugle-Skiaer to it, to be exactly 
the same as is laid down by Lieutenant 
Grove, 4*J^ from the south to the west by 
the true compass, and the distance just 
four Danish miles ; consequently, according 
to the situation of the Grenadier's Cap, it 
lies in 63' 32' 45^' and 26' 2^ 50^ 
With clear weather, and especially if oo 
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board a tolerably lofty vessel^ when be* 
tween the two^ this rock may be a^n^ of 
the breakers upon it, just at the time one 
gets sight of the outermost Fugle-Skiser ; 
but if the weather is in the least degree 
hazy^ the vessel would be too far from the 
Fugle-Skiaer to enable a person to see it, 
so l<mg as the Blinde Fugle-Skiaer was in 
sight. When I approached the Blinde 
Fugle-Skiaer I determined, according to 
the directions Lieutenant Grove had given 
me, to steer directly for it, and, although 
we consequently were continually in ex- 
pectation of seeing it, yet we did not 
discover it until we were only at the dis* 
tance of a few cables' lengths, when we 
saw the sea breaking over it. 

Notwithstanding that I had not an 
observation for the variation of the compass^ 
when close to the Fugle-Skiaerene, yet I 
can judge nearly to a certainty from other 
observations, that, in the year 17 86, it 
was from 36^ to 3J^ north-westerly: and, 
as in the same year, I found it immedi- 
ately on the western side of Shetland to 
be 26^, it consequently follows that the 
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variation between Shetland and Iceland is, 
83 nearly as can be calculated, ^^ for every 
degree of longitude we go to the westward. 
The variation increases very muc|i after* 
wards to the westward of Iceland, and 
likewise when steering to the northward. 
I have observed the variation in Faxe Bay, 
and found it to be in the interior part of 
it from 37^ to 38 ""j and, at the outer ex- 
tremity of the same bay, from 38^ to 39"*; 
still higher, off Staal-bierg, the northern 
point of Brede-Bughten (Broad Bay), it was 
40° direct westerly. In the channel, under 
65** of latitude, and 36° of longitude, I 
found the variation by a series of observa-^ 
tions, to be 45° lo''/' 
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ODES ANI> LETTEM; 



TH£' OKlOUTAtS 09 TUB ODJftS WEBB WKITTEN 9fntfi tffi J^'f^H^^ 
AND ICBL4)T]HO| TBB LATTEB^ HOWftYEB^ I VAY^ Np^ 
THOUGHT IT NECESSABt TO INSBBT^ BXCEPT IN THB 
INSTANCE OF THAT TO CAPTAIN J0NB8> WHICH 18 OIVBIT 
AS A d^CIMBK OF THB I;XKGUAGB OF TH£ COUNTRY. 

Ko8. 1 , 2« and 3 are Addresses ID Si R JosspH BAirKftfir{>ita #fitti^ 9MM)/# 
and No, 4a {4Si|cr frord Theodore JoNi^ftalu ■ > . 



I! 



No. 5 h a Qov^gtaivUloiy Address from Maokus F^i^^ifi^ 

to Captaik Jokes. 






;^ 



I < > . 



Wl. 



• »• ' 



HEKLJE VAtE ANGLIS HER(M«eS. 



Auscultate^ 
Excelsi Jokli *, 

Mooted, t^qmi 

Ia teirft glaciali ! 



' ' « 



I. 

Me 

Sapientes viri" 
Ambierunt qiiinqm^ 
Omnes Brilaaiii ; 
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^ MCNfttana glaei«s. 
T 
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IL 

Inclytus BankSj 

IncIytUS SOLANDER^ 

Cum pulchro 
Comitatu. 



Vald^ indaruit 
Apud^honestas nationeir. 
Multi desiderant 
Antiquam grandaevam 



Oeulis ifsurpare 
Nunquam antea cumu- Et ulnis complecti. 

lata sum 
Prioribus seculis 
Tanto hoii6re 
Ab Anglida'gente, 



s 

III. 

• • , • « 

Juv^nis priiif eram. 
Nemo favrfwit 
Elegatis vir 
AntiulatSB Virgini ; 
Sola steti 
Longo tempore^ 
Donee Vulcanus 
Me ^9mi|yiit t. 

IV. 

Hlnc Nomen meum 



V. 

Me cum viri ele^nt^ 
Convenerunt, ' 
Amorem exhibui 
juveuibos Dominis. 
Perreptavit me 
Flamma amoris^ 
Nullum denegavi 
Viris honorem. 

VI. 

Motistravi illis 
Rubra Cimelia^ 
Plure£K]ue alias^ 
Quas habui^ 
Eximias opes. 



Jam per terraram orb^m Quas plim nacta. sum 

* Primam Hdklse eruptionem quidam Annales ponunt ad 
annum lOOi; alu alitor; si autem qupt. vicibuB taUa. in 
monte hoc contigerint incendia scire desideras^ vicies ter id 
lietctum esse creditur. . Ab hoc tempore nobilitari inaprimis 
empit, aatea mintui Celebris. . 



HEXJLM VALfi; 



afn 



£x Vulcani 
Admirandft falbiica. 

VII. 

Me sapientes 
Manibus contrectdrunt 
Antiquam Virginem, 
Dederunt et oscula. 
Bene , sit 
Alacnbus viris, 
Qui roe inviserunt 
Ex austealibtts oris ! 

Vill. 

Resideo jam 
Tristi fronte' 
Vidua desolata. • 
Saepe Lachrymas fundo^ 
Postquam mei 
Insignes amici 
Reliquerunt roe 
Fortund orbatam. 



Neroinero habeo 
Cui aperiaro. 
Si vero vocero sopitam 
Altiiis extuleriro^ 
Res mira videbitur 
Et immanis strepitus** 

X. 

Vale Banks! 
Vale Solander! 
Valete orones 
Alacres viri! 
Nolite oblivisci 
Annosae virginis 
Reduces 
In Angliam. 

XI. 

Largior ventos secundos ; 
Largior fortunaro ; 
Largior nomen 
(celebre) ; . 
Largior splendorero. 
Sedete hilares 
Ad coropotationes^! 

* AUuditur hlc ad horrendos et altisonos Heklse 8trepitu« 
in eruptionibus. 

f Guma Minni (verba archetypi IslandiciJ propria denotat 
memoriales scyphoe, claForum virorum in compotatipnibuf 



IX. 

Longuro dolorero 
Corde premo. 



Bibite VlomexL Heklzb Vale 

Virginisj EloquenlesI Carmiois tiMlii^^ 4{jl;r 

Date Versifipatori 
XII. Ill praemium poematit 

Nunc ad fineni dedocta Dotetn 

est Mihi convenieptem. 

HsG cantiuncula; 

eracuari soUtos : h\c aiitem ipsa symposiA. — Sub Ethnicisii|Q 
oerta pocula certb Dii8> Regibusj vel Heroibus^ consecra- 
bant Veteres^ qui mos edam post introductam religionem 
Ckri8tianain> piserseiTtbsiq^e inter soleiitiitalift^ . ni^tlanuD^ 
apud nos reUfpmb luit obsenratus. Sed^ elpo|nat& super- 
stitione PapisticdL^ in desuetudinem jam abierunt Sqrphi isti 
memoriales j ut Gudsrodurs minni, Dei Patris Scypfios ^ Hd." 
lags anda minni, Sancti Spiritus Seyphusj' ilf|»mal minnif 
BeateeVii^nis Scyphufij Mcwteim minni, J/bxixmT^iti^9!^f^iti 
Scyphus, et id genus alia. 



VOTUM I. Vfl 

« 

PRO FELICI IN ISLANDIAM ITInEBE fit Of 

PATRIAM REDiTO 

MAGNATUM BRITANNORUM, 

ANNO MDCCLXXII. 

rOTUM. 

Ludat hyperboreb Titan lu'culentos OljriKipo^ 

Lunaque nocturilos clara guberhet ^uo^^ 
£t vehemens Boreas pluvial frigA^qiTe focessatit ! 

Cunctaque disfogiaht, c^uae nokiuisse qiieant! ^ 
Omine dum fausto Magni cfelebresqtce Btitatini 

Observant Thules vasta theiatr^ soli ; 
QfU'st contemplari felix mens eptbea gestit 

Perspiciat : clarum Jova secundet iter. 
Quo bene confecto^ tandem felicit^r omnes 

ReBtitoat patriae cura pMerna Dei ! 



N^3, 



ViR Celeberrime ! 

Qu6d me cum erudito tud cbtinitnAtf mvisisti^ 
grates ago quam maximas. Mitto tibi jam^ Vir 
bumanissime^ Carmen gratulatorium^ paulo cor- 
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rectius auctiusque qu2tm antea. Nimis quidem 
exigv^um hoc est munusculum^ long^ue tuam 
infra dignitatem positum^ sed velis nihilo minus 
benign^ id suscipere fronte^ inque meliorem par- 
tem interpretari^ animum potii!is datoris quam 
doni vilitatem respiciens ; qu^ de re eo certiorem 
spem foveo^ quo evidentiorahumanitatis tuae habeo 
indicia ; velim id typis vulgari permittas^ in Ang- 
liam^ Deo duce^ cum redieris. Adjici etiam posset 
Versio Anglica^ si ita visum fuerit ; ut vestra in 
gentem nostram merita eo clariora evadant, atque 
hoc pacto in vulgus emanent. Iter vestrum ad 
Heklam quomodo cesserit scire gestio; utinam 
bene et ex animi sententia. . 

Deus te salvum et sospitem patriae reddat^ om- 
nesque tuos gloriosos conatus secundet. 

Vale, Vir humanissime, nostrique memor^ 
Felix diu vive. 

Tui Nominis observantissimus, 

BlARNUS J0HNX;U9« 

llehalhaUi, iv. Calend. Octobr, 
4nm upcQi.x7LUn 



TRIPUDIUM, 

A Musis Schalholtensibus agitatum 

In Adven^u 
Celeberrimi Herois 

DNI. JOSEPHI BANKS, 

Armigeri^ 

Qui ex Anglia in Islandiam transfretatit 

ad eruenda et observanda quaecunque intra 

Pauperculae hujus Insulae limites in Regno 

Naturae observatu digna^ 

Un^ cum ornatissimo et eruditissimo comitatu^ 

Cum Historiae naturalis Doctore^ 

Magni Nominis et solidae Eruditionis viro, 

DRE DANIELE SOLANDER, 

Cum Astronomo^ cum Antiquario, 

Cum tribus Pictoribus^ duobus Scribis, 

Capitaneo navaK^ et subcenturione^ 

Honoris et debitae observantise ergo, 

Anglo Heroi ejusque Comitibus oblatum 

Schalholti, ASL mdcclxxii. 
X. Calend. Octobnis, 

A BlARNO JOHNEO, 

Philosaph, Mag, et Sckoh SchalhoU. Rectare* 



■ I 



h 

Fausto omioe adsis 
Cordata gens ab oris Anglix. 
Primiim tibi gratulabunda assaigit 
Glactalis terra cum applausu ! 
Mariti^ uxores^ liberie 
Gaudio perfusi tripudiant. 
Caeludd^ Salum^ Solunii SoHtiidoj 
nespowit cum l^titi^. 

II. 

Prsestantes oUm (Islandi), 

Relictis patriis oris^ Londinun^tudios^ petebantj 

Artium addiscendarum cupidi^ 

Quas contenta libris eruditio commendat. 

Oxoniae in Anglico solo 

Pedem hoc temporis tractu figere 

Imprimis arridebat ; 

Deinde foctunse favore sufliilti 

Solum natale repetebant. 

III. 

Superioribus itidem saeeulis 
Magno animi robore^ 
Virorum multitudo 
Ad IWnesils ri]>a» dirtxit nnvsiD* 
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Alacritfer non sine insigni fortitiidine 
Milvum Odini sangoihe pagcebant *; 
Ulterius porr6 progressi 
Ms^nis AngliaB Regibas militobantt 

IV. 

Larga saepe mttnera acceperunt ^j^ 
Strenui isti bellatores ; 
jSoli pro carminibus praBmii lodo 
Magnis cumulati divitiis ^, 

* Milvus Odini Cotvum denotata qui Odino sacet it ad- 
modiim fiuniliaris fuit^ undo et ipse Corvohitn Dfaos iii Bdd& 
^t antiquSk Poesi dicitur* 

t Sic, inter complures alios, Egillus Skallagrimi filius 
Islandus, insignis bellator 4dalsten% Anglise Regis castra 
secutiu,. fratrem suum Thorulfum in praelio quodam ibidem 
amisit, unde, satisfactionis et stipendii loco, binas areas ar- 
gento repletas a Rege accepit ad patrem deferendas, quae 
in Islandiam redux ipse retinuit^ tandemque senex et jumi- 
nibus sub mortem prbus, in palude qu^dam submergebat. 
Occisis ibiikm> qui ipsum manu duxerunt, duobus servulis. 
Prolixa huju» Athletse vita> plurima etiam exotica hoc tem^ 
porift tractu gesta continensi Islandoruin maaibus hodiaduiQ > 
teritur. 

X Poets fuerunt Island! ab initio optimi, unde in ex«^ 
leromsB R^^m et prinetpum aulis, in summo semper bonore 
gt luce versati aunti pro £ncomtaatiois> sfsat baud rar5 taotii 
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Sedebant ultra mare 
Compotationibus intenti^ 
Deinde honoribus aucti 
Domum navibus retneabant* 

V. 

Sic etiam Angloram naves appulere 
Frisco tempore ad oras nostras^ 
Pretiosis vestibus et victu oneratae^ ' 
Quod nos lucrum diu recordamur. 
Vestes optimas lintea et funes 
Nobis subministrarunt^ usibus inservientia ; 
^unc Islandis negatum est 
His bonis diutiiis frui *• 

nominibus obtulerunt^ carminibus larga ssepenumero munen^ 
accipieDies. Inter alios Thorarintu Lostunga, Laudans lingua 
appellatus> pro cantilena in honorem Canuti Magni Danis 
et Anglise Regis confect^^ quam Hosudlausn, si?e Capitis re- 
demptionem vocavit^ quinquaginta marcas argenti puri^ mu^ 
neris loco^ reeepit^ testante Knutidarum vit&. 

* Angli seculo quatuordecimoet sequentibua insignia cum' 
Islandis commercia exercuere^ optimas semper nee unquam 
adulterinas merces advebantes^ unde baud rar6 eonim mer- 
catores in Islandi^l byem^runt> domibus passim in bos usus 
exstnictis. Ab iis qui ex Cambria buc appulerunt^ loca quie** 
dam denominata sunt^ ut Kumbravogur et sic porro. Hate 
Anglorum commercia per varia interdicta in desuetudinem 
•entim abierunt^ jamque penitiis exspir&runt. 
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VI. 

mcjambon^frugisviri, 
Ab occiduis oris vela dirigere 
Non detrectant. Angli nimiritm. 
In sinu Hafnarfiord subsistentes. 
Plurimis cluentem artibus 
Peritum itineris antesignanum 
Opum datorem omnes fatentur 
Unum Josephum laude praeditum. 

VII. 

Summa profect6 cum laude 
Dominus Banks nil cunctatus est 
Per vastos pelagi fluctus 
Navem dirigere; 
Gloriosus suo cum comitatu 
Per tres annorum orbes, 
Vero cum honore perlustravit 
Varias mundi plagas ^^ 

VIII. 

Ignotas hoc pacto detexit 
Insulas^ id quod assevero^ 
In vasta et vorticosa maris serie, 
Optimas'f' plurima soli fertilitate; . 

* Profectus quippe Anno 1768> rediit in Angliam Anno 1771^ . 

t Mari scilicet pacifico^ quod non imnierit5 dixeris^ ctim 
% Japponift ad Mexico MD miH: perhibeantur. 



\ 
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Haruita una Otaheite^ qfMm novimus^ 
Sum Dai amaenitate conspicuam ; 
Ignorat imperium hyemis^ 
Omnigena felicitate circumdata'*. . 

IX. 

Laetus^ per aequoreas undas 
Navem aquilonem versus 
Ventorum flatu celeritfer actaUi^ 
Nunc propelUt pretiosarum vestiuiii datdi"^, 
Desiderans terrain sub 2ona frigida ;{; 
Perlustrare (nemo id prohibeat!)* 
Dignatur^ id quod admodiim miror* 
Pauperrimam gentem inviseres, 

X. 

Alterum Solander asserimus, 
Supremo illi honore proiimum ; 
Hie optimis artibus excu1t'us> 
Ipsi Linnaeo vix inferior §. 

r 

* Otaheite insula inter Americam et Asiam sitA, ab ami- 
gero Banks detecta^ optims et benignissiihae naturae^ atque 
proinde omnigen^ felicitate abunda^d. tuythit pMtetesL 
Nova ZelandicB partem^ ia Biatn pacifico itid^m ^itate. 

t Epithetum pOeticum vlH largi et opulently qu<M in Ar« 
migerum Banks optimb quadrat, 

X Qusedam enim Islandise pars jacet sub zonk frigid£l. 

§ Illi neinpe decuitatissino i^eium aatufaliun scrulatori. 



taipuotuic. SSft 



Indolem reram innretl^gat ; 
I'lerosque antecellens. 
Elegantem natarse mystain^ 
Eruditi proinde coUaudiMAt. 

XI. 

Ter trinos pra&terea deprebendimus^ 
Gentis decora^ bon& erudkione 
£t artium disciplin^^ 
Ut optim^ convenit, instructos 
Omnes pari eleganti&^ 
Tarn largo opum diribitori 
Per terras passim et maria 
Faventes semper adbserent. 

XII. 

Quid causae qu6d hue direxistis vela 
Artificipsi^ texta^ aquilonem versus ? 
JJuid iter j?tm confeotfiin c^us^t»r ? 
Plusquam modioa animi deleciatio : 
Herbas^ lapides^ oculi exposcunt : 
Optimatum sapientiam alit 
Spairsas per territoria conspicere 
Ignitas Heklee moatis scQri^s. 

Lune et lueidi Solis 
CoDJunctiopes stellarumque orbes 



286 Anjmmx. i>. 

G)ntemplantur admodiim sapieol}^ 

Nobiles viri^ ut an ai^eator. . 

Geiserem praeterea convenire gestiunt *, 

£t, si quse plura audiuntur» 

Manoscripta antiquitatis monumenta 

Conquirere student honesti viri^ ut rit^ intelligant. 

XIV. 

Impensas omnes magnifico sumptu 

Sine cunctatiope agere 

Haud gravatur 

Anglus ille Heros, prout expedit. 

Distribuit larg^^ ut novimus^ 

Lachrymas Sororis Freieri aurum 'f*, 

» 

.* Gdser, Nom« propr: aquse sstuantis in ToparchiSl Ar- 
nesensi^ australis Islandise> mine profect5 etreconditie indolis ; 
hujus contemplationi Angli Nostri integrom fenn^ diem im- 
penderunt. Nomen habet a verbo islandtco ad giosa eTomere, 
ebullire; aquas enim per intervaUa in altum evomit. 

t In EddSl et antiqulL Poesi Islandicft^ a Freyfl Odini uxore 
plurtma auri Epitheta dedticta sunt; nam juxta veterem 
Mythologiam lachrymae Freys in aurum convertebantur } 
Pari modo, quod locuti sunt Jotna, seu Gigantes; in aurum 
mutabatur^ unde Jotna mat, Jdtna ial,^ Gigantum sermo, 
Gigantum loqueIa> pro auro apud Poetas haud rar5 ponitur. 
, Aurum autem larg^ diBtribuere^ jure.dicitur Armiger Banks; 
chm non tantiUn aureis sed et aliis pretiosis rebus Islandos 
donaverit. 



• 
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£ximias artes liberates promovet 
Vir munificus magnaeque dexteritatis. 



XV. 

Ambabus ergo ulnis 
Excipite nobiles viros ; 
Subministrate omnia ex animo^ 
Equos larg^ suppeditarites. 
Monstrate viam^ prout optim^ ndstis ; 
Acceptissimos viros per terrain deducite. 
Musae hilari animo 
Canentes talia depromiiot 

XVL 

Salvete ! (sic fari lubet) 

Ad nos venientes^ il lustres Domini, 

Quibus'fortuna favet^ 

Commendabiles sapientise luce, 

Fortuna vobis aspiret ; 

Prosper^ cedant omnia itinera $ 

Favor caeli et felicitas viris 

Facem per gelidam terram praef^rant ^ 

XVII. 

Nigricantes formae usum Oculorum 
Fortibus Anglis non intercipiant ! 
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Adspiret lucens sol ! 

Contingat itidem irktere eucsum Lmml 

« 

Lucidae stellae claro lumine splendeant 1 
Ut sciant omnia juxta institutum ordinem 
De Sideram situ 
Sub Polo Arctico *. 

XVUI. 

Recedite subit6 ad inare> 
Recedite 8ubit6 densse nubes t 
Pluvia, Caligo, pulverisque vis 
Ita aufugiant^ ut non appareant! 
Fumi vehementia divitibus viris 
In oculos nequaqu^m irruat I 
Nihil amplius molestiam fiicessat^ 
NiJ amplius iter re^dat impedituna! 

XIX. 
» 
In supremum Heklae montis cacumen 

Vestrum iter expediat 

Fortuna laudem paritura^ 

Prout usibus vestris optim^ inservit ! 

* Praeprlmis luminis borealis indolem ejusquecausas eruere, 
quod eo magb optandum^ quo majore difficultate res jsta la-* 
borate ciim in tot seotentiarum divortiifi quid de phenomeni. 
hiyus nature certoBtatuendum sit, adhuc ignoretur. 





Ignis subte^tt^i ^isL ktibulft 
Eniendi via vohu patent 
Adustosque lapides jac^ntes 
In vasta terrae supetficie; 

XX- 

Herbas pretiosas dimparuisse novimud^ 
Pallidas quippe autumno emarcuere t 
Proinde hae grate ornatu 
Viros excipere nequeunt. 
Honorem interim elegantibus exhibere 
Viigulta norunt passim obvia. 
Sabula fluvii et quae iis innatant 
Iter beatorum coUandent ! 

XXf. 

Negotia omnia in vestrum honorem 

Prosper^ vobis succedant ! 

Augescat artium Indus 

In austro per vestrum iter ! >. 

Eloquentes viri cumulatum gaudium 

£t utilitatem ex itinere reportent^ 

Ciim hinc tendit navis 

Occidentem versus *! 

* Ita iiobis loqui lioesit^ veaei^iidfle Anti^ittttiS exempkr, 
quae Anglise^ Scotis^ Hibemi»> Orcadumque '\ntiiAh$; I^M*' 
f OL, II. V 



L. 
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Grates vobis agimiu|;^ Bomini erecti wiori/ , 
Grates vobis haud cunctant^r agimus 
Pro honore nobis pra^stito ; 
Qui nobis imprimis grains est. 
Oras nostras nunquam inviserunt 
Britannia ut memorise proditum est^ / 
Pari in Universum eloquentia prsediti 
Parique eruditionis laude incly ti. . 

XXII. 

Salvo et incolumi curru 

Domum hinc revehamini; 

Viros quippe Anglos , 

Angelomm laeta cohors deducat ; ^ { 

Rata maneant vota nostra^ 

£t fausta quae ominamur 

Vobis ex intimo corde, 

Optimates artibus instruct! ! 

XXIII. 

"per vastum aequor 
Ciim navis celeri cursu tetenderit, 
Secundi venti vela impleant ! 
Donee in occidente gradum sistit^ 

mannoM, viros ocddenUles^ eonupque terras FeiterlSnd, ter« 
tas occidentatesj .appdl&rant ■ Vid. inter alia Landnam. 
part, 1 vCap. 5 et 7« 

♦ 
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£t in vadis Anglici soli ^ ^ 

Anchora jacitur^ 

Ut laetitid tandem perfusi 

Exsoensione fact& itineris lalK)re levemini. 

XXIV. 

Nunquam prioribus seculis 

Alii ex his mundi partibus 

Herbic^ ade6 indolis viri 

(Naves) applicirant ad nostros clivos *. 

Josephe^ Te semper prsedicat^ 

Te^ Josephe^ coUaudat Islandia; 

SojUANDER^ decore notu^^ 

Per Cygnorum ^ habitacula splendeat X. 



*Elog^iiai.hoeAiigli Dostri Optimo jure promeraerunt; prtt 
omnibus quippe exteris nationibus> oras nostras invisentibus^ 
erga gentem Islandicam adeo munificos aBabiles et bumanos 
■e ^xbibiienint^ ut simile viz reperire liceat exemplum. Eorum 
.proinde adventum, itineris rationem> Nomina et r$iram .bene- 
▼okntiam, sempitern® posteritatis memorie> annaliumque 
ponumentifl^ grata me suasore eonservabit Islandia. . 

^ t TenitoHam Alstanes ad aihum Hafnafiord^ ubi navis 
'Anglomm in anchoris consistebat, a cygnis nomen haber> 
unde tractum hunc SvanaUgder, seu Cygnorum haUtiieiik* 
nominamus^ babito simul ad universam insulam respectu. 

} Splendeat cluentif''fam» prsconio. 
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xxy. 

Valete^ humanissimi Domini ; 

Laus vestra super terram 

Per longam vivat aetatem ! ^ 

Laudent vos quaecunque moventur ! 

Plura loqui supersedemus 

Doctae Sorores gratiam sitientes *: 

Hoc gratulatorium Carmen non ingratum 

Londini et Assatuni ^f* palkm pronunciamus. 



VIRIS 

ILLUSTRISSIMIS, NOBIUSSIMIS> SUMME REVE- 
RENDIS, AMPLISSIMIS ET CONSULTISSIMIS ! 

Pluaima Salus ! 

Vestra hlc in Schalholtia conversatio omnibus 
erat grata^ quare in omnium ore versamini in ce- 
lebntate^ imm6 indigenarom laude €k memdrnL 

* Gratiam tantorum nroruoi sibi bnmilHnrf afprnma^U^ 

fjUsatutt antiquiliis urbs Anglia; forte noa proeul a 
Bii«|idford&> hodi^ Brentfinrtj ad quam utr^mque Qmmi^ 
m9^u», won fiUis Adidiadi ABgfim M/^^ cpnlS^t j, sed im 
qu& parte Rflgni uta iaeifit, et num hodie fiub alio iHWilie 
existat^ juxta ignoramus. Sed hlc metri tanttua cauB& ad* 
bibetur. 



VtrfitA (Hist Vestratti duse^ft^tiiti ten tiovse liiihi 
^&at rekte/ q\i6d totom orbetn intra triennium 
emtoisi fteritk ;. quo vasto itinere aiklito^ miratio 
mihi facta est^ imind omnes in adtniriationent 
vestri trahit^ suo animo apud n perpendentes^ 
qu6d non imnti# incredibili animi robore septi^ 
qukm firmissima corporum complexioile prsediti 
sitis. Quod Jacobus de Lamaire et Wilhelmus 
Soutensi^ terrariitn orbem peregraverint, memorise 
est proditum: vestrum susceptum molitnenqui& 
omnium est cuitu dignum. Praeterea liberalitas 
vestra pen^ regifica omnium meiit6 retinet ani^ 
mos; qualis munific^ntia rara est in exemplis, 
Praesulis Mag. Johannis Widalini e^cepta^ cujus 
super anniversaria Evangelia oration^s Ihcol^ ha< 
bet^t^ aTe^ Nobilissime Troili, Schalholti emptaa. 
Huic ottm objectum, parsimonium optimum esse 
vectigal^ seram esse in fundo^ opus esse cauto : ad 
quod Praesul ; Mors semper impendet^ nunquam 
long^ abesse potest. Accedit stabilis atque in- ' 
genuus mos et decor^ ac 'inoffensa gravitas^ nee 
sine juetoditate senile illud v\x dmm vi¥Ue» iihfios 
iiigriessi poiidus^ illaque esacta ftugillitatis Im^ 
sine qu& frustr^ aliquid mentem applicet magnis ^ 
modestiaque inusitata^ quse neque suobmis^ ut iUe 
ait^ mortalium spernenda est^ atque a Diis ^sti- 
matur. .Igitur <iiim vos ipsos loco ornatissimos 
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lepicUs exoraetis moribos^ siiigularibttsque 
thm meum adjicere decet sufiragiaiD^ et una cum 
aliis laudibus exqubitis ornaiv* Quod feli(|uom 
est^ Poetae verbis^ 

Siic te Diya pcitens €ypri> 
Sk fratrea Helens^ lucida sidofii^ 

Ventonimque r^gat pater^, 
Obstiictis aliiB, pmter lapyga I 

Vos^ illustres optimos^ saluto ! Quid dico^ poet2& 
et ipsa Apostolica salutatione amplector; vos Dea. 
Opt. Max. cujus nutu et arbitrio pn^nia rcguntur^ 
omniaque veatra commendare noi^ desiitam. Ip-, 
sissimus vestram per orbem iter fortunet^ et*ad 
vmbilicum ducat ! poatre]|i6 patriis xedditt terri?^ 
ad summas in csdesti puria ^t^^tdiguitate?. 

Haec pauca boni aequique consulere dignemini. 

Vestrae nobilitatis 

Addictissimus^ 
Theoqorus Johannis^ p. Em. 

Schalholti, IsL d. %7, Dec. 1773. 

P.S. la hoc vobis^ viri nobilissiini^ giatulor> 
qudd igaiflua^ iguivoma^ et erudelis Viigo (Hekla), 
cum pace incolumes dimiserit 

V&ii perillastritms «t' ezcelkntiMimit, 
Magistio Josq>ho Banksio* 
Poctori Danieli SolandrOi et 
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HTRDUQLBOUM HBRRA 



HOKORABILI DOMIHO 



HofudsmannihinsStbr-Brettendskt ' Navis Bellicae Reg. Britiuis. 



8TRID8KIP8 



THE TALBOT. 



THE TALBOT, 

rRAFECTO. 



Huldi myrkur: 
mockur villa 
n^nta isjol 
mengi, Kri«tnu. 

Bio Pa(a floenl 
prisund sahim 
kiyndir ttraontr 
kn>ppum hlecki. 

Bonnudu dolgar 
boknam leikum 
og roodur nials 
inedferd rietta ; 

Tha nysjen 
i Nordar hafi 
kynntiz farendum 
ioldardili. 



Obscuras errorum Tapor. 
solem scientiarum po* 
pulis Christmni^ 
pertexit. 

Astutia Paptinim am«. > 
mis custodtas^ tyran- 
ni coronati corpbribus 
vincula instruxerudt. 

Prohibuerunt nebulonea • 
isti secularibus littera- 
rum studia^ et linguae 
vernacular rectam tracta- 
tionem. 

Tum in mari septentrio* 
nali, nuper visa terrae. 
particula navigatoribua 
innotuit* 
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Fadm baud eya 
isum vafinn 
neyddri tbjod 
ur naoum londum* 

Syrrtnz thar 
strialsir holdar 
gFoedgi muks 
og gram0 ofbeldi^ 

Austmenn, Danir, 
Irar^ Bretar^ 
bygdu folld 
og blomgiraz letu 

Fjeck theim frelsi 
froedi skoput; 
Bit og mal 
rietti liadu. 

Gall thar greppa 
gttllinn barpa 
fedra saung 
froeg threkvyrki. 



Sinum praebuit insula^ 
glacie circomdata^ genti-* 
bus 4>ppre8si8 e vi^liis 
regtonibiis ; 

Effugerunt hk viri Kberi 
voracitetem clerico- 
rum et violentiam 
prihcipum : 

Norvegi, Dani^ Atber^ 
nh Britannia terratb^re* 
quentarunt et floresce^ 
Te fecerunt, 

Xibertas artes fii* 
ruit; sermoet 
scriptura jus si^um 
obtinuerunt, 

I 

Sonuit ibi poetamib au^ 
rea Lyra ; patrum ce- 
cinit celebria faci- 
nora. 



Sin og kunnra 
sandifendra 



Sua et notoram eb»- 
vorum fata et acti^ 



ouu 



<8f 



Orlog okiVfir)( 
adrir Skradu; 


alii composuci* 
funt; 


Skaklalog 
Skrifs og starisktt 
lista og ydoft 
lietu ritinn. 


Leges caneudi^ aeribet^ 
9i^ dicendi, artidm 
tt opificioniid>ti&ip- 
tis tradi^rani' ' ^ 


UndreMeno 
EuiiqpMbr 
frodiriwindi 
fedra vorra. 


Mirantur adhwt 

docti Europsi /• < 
atavoram noKirbmSi 

• 

eraditionem* 


Breyttie ftm 
breyttiiE laodor^ 
cerdai their anSda 
og oeru-syki. 


Mutabat^p tifra^ 
mutati sunt inools^^ 
divitiaram et glorice ^- 
viditas irifatuleivit istos* 


Mottu hTartveggia 
Iheniam {rerobr ;*^ 
Koogsogkhika 
kugan hrepptu. 


Utraque scieiitiier prae* 
posuerunt ; — Regis 
et cleri oppressiohem 
nacti sunt. 


Soadi maigi 
svartur Dmuli^ 


Mws atm • populum 
devoravit; — laus 


* Svaoefnd drepeott. 


i^ Pestis ita nobinata. 
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hvarfiir landi 
hrodar forni. 

Foru£ listir 
^eog saela 
vesladiz jMd 
og £^rd tindi :-« 

Enn i Nordalfo . 
onnur riki 
soeld Qg Tiraidi 
sunnann flattu. 

Hvurfu 8VO morg 
hundrud ara^ 
ce Gwlaoiholnia 
haigoaiMii for ; 

Uns mildingaf 
moerir pana 
yyrdtuz hans meiu 
vilja bcBta^ 

Leystu verdslanar 
Tonda hiecki 
gafu gots 
til groda fyrdam^ 



antiqua emigrairit 
e terr&; 

Perierant artes^ opes et 
felicitas ; — solam de- 
teriontum amieiifta- 
tern amisit. 



Sed in Europee ca^ra 
regna scientiae et beati- 
tudo e meridie traiifk 
migr&rant. 

Difflaxenint ita anno- 
rum aliquot centuriae ; 
status Gardaris iiMite 
as8idu6 decrevit } 

Quousque cleme&tes Da- 
nis Reges damna istius 
reparare desideratntnt ; 



Solventes noxias commar^ 
cii catenas/ pecuniam 
ofierentes ad rem in- 
colarum augendam^ 



m 



Elldur^ i% 
omskt jardar> 
orbjrrgd mc^ud 
moti stodu^ 

Enn orliyigd tiia 
engill fndar 
gjceddi anoQgju 
galli betri. 

Sast ^ df<^;kin 
dor a lopt^ 
l\je fallbyssur 
fyUtar heli 

]^ heiptttg bond 
hellti blodi^ 
nje herlc^r 
hr^si ^3rptii» 

Saum liaabiads 
einusoelu 
hvirfilbil 
hradt koUyerpaj 

. Saum frid rom 
qg fedr? vorra 



Ignis, glacies, tabes^^ 
teme increta (uostratum) 
^stas, propotito genero* 
so obstiterant ; 



' J 



inopiam autem isfieim^ An- ' 
gelus pacisj aiumo s6rt'' ' 
sua laeto, auro praestaii 
re, subdiditf 

NuUibi videbatur gla- ? 
dius vibratus, nee tor* 
menta bellica, pen^i- 
cie plelnai : • 

iiec manus hostilis san« * 
guinem efiundens^necr 
flammae classics domi* 
cilia vorantes* 

Vidimus procdlosum 
turbinem solam Is- 
hmdiae prosperitatem 
bumi rapids prostetaare. 

Vidimus pacem nostram 
et patnim nos(rorum tan* 
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lokt fiir fletta 
fblvftAiti hfttfii* 

Allar umhvArfis 
cestiz heimur 
bdiModgii 
brandtseAiiU) 

Drandu skjcedar 
Skruggar viga 
of see alktin 
at se^ia mordum^ 

Tho i jQarska leat 
thessi undur 
vorum hrid 
heims utkjalki 

Mattkum budhttigi 
Bretlands mikla^ 
ovin TDfdfium 
allra Dana^ 

leitsl Island! 
aumu hiifa 
fyrir arteom 
fk^ sinM ; 



dem pallesoenteft in fit* 
gam verti« 

Totus circumcircia con-^ 
turbabatnr orbis bel- 
li craentift' inbMdiid ; 



Perstrepuerant ikniTef^ 
sam mare hominibus 
noxia caediam totiittna. 



Eminiis tamen iiliquaittw 
diu spectabat prodigia 
istaexttemaiheBOOe nittudi 
tegio. 

« 

Potenti Regi Magatt 

Britanniae, Dano- 

rum omniuin botti ftcto, 

Visum fuit Islandke 
miserae pareere^ nolenti e« 
am suaram dassium in- 

cursa- 
tionibus infMfatam foi^e ; 



fHHSi 



ikm liiMds tibegott 

theinktu nockrir 
gall i guU-lausu 
grceda laiidi« 

« 

Hlejppii GUlpii^ 
a herfleyi 
Vikur til 
at ireidum aura* 



Ipsias autdni iufeUiliiifiini 
quidam^ aunim spiiMmit 
se in terr& auro destitute 
acquisituros. * 

Adduxit GilpiniiB Rei** 
kiavicse navf m anBAtam^ 
ad captandas divitias ; 



Hlaot haan ej SkyXk 
tyn skillinga 
enn svipti fron 
:Qarsjod rtokum^ 

Thetm er atti 
Thurflir boeta 
fatoeks 1yds 
og (ogftid verja* 

Adrir baru 
at Kaupstefnu 
vopn og thannig 
varning byltu. 

Land9thoI(^ 
lyda vorra 



Non pro ncunmis va*bem 

« 

nactus, abstuUt hlnc ' 
provincial unicum ae* 
rarium^ ' ^ 

Auxilio paupenim et prfla^ 
sidio securitatis piiblicfi&^ 
destinatum. 



Nundiuas alfi armigeri 
frequentabant^ raerces 
ita permutantes. 



I^acem tamen inteitiam 
gentis nostras legei pa- 
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innbj^rdis grid 
alljafbt vordu* 

Saum loks 
a sumri thessu 



tris adhoc defisnderani^ 



JO almennri; 

Voram frcemsta 
folkstyranda 
bylit ur ondv^i 
ordnum fanga. 

Upphlaups litum. 
andann Ijota 
geysa of allt 
i alvoepni. 

Ljetst hann Engia 
lofdang thiona 
hermaktar bans 
hafii fylgi, 

Vopnadir brodir 
boitnum moti 

enii otti.greip 
adra Ijdi^ 



Vidimus tandem^ b&c 
oestate, publicam quie- 
tern penitiis disturba** 
tarn; 

Primarium provinci» 
Procuratorem solio de- 
jectam et in carcerem 
detrusum. 

Vidimus seditionis bor-^ 
ribilem dsmonem, ar^ 
mis soccinctum, om- 
nia obitiere* 

Simulavit se Angloram 
R^ servire^ istius exer- 
cituum favore nisam. 



Frater se in fratres 
armavit ; — rapuit 
error reliquum popu^ 
lum^ 



ODXf 



Hof4Q ej 8Jfd 


. qui nunquam utlMii-.A f 


sverd nje dreyra^ 


sem aat saiiguiiusia eQn4 


Ifigaleysi 


spexeraty et invitua cc^ 


lutii naudgir. 


la jt^ insolentias 8iib**w 




didit. 


Sa hinn o|ilgari 


' . ' . 


ebldi yyrki 


Fortior ille itiunhiMni** . 


og heldocku 


ta ponens^ orci instaar^ > 


hreykti merki, 


atrum v^iiUttm erex^t. ^ 


Tok haaa tigoar 


Ducalem sompsit digni* 


titil jarla^ 


tatem, sibi^Rq^m po- t 


▼ogandi mildings 


testatem arrogate au«iB. 


makt sier eigua. 


* . ■ • 




Praetexuit gentem nos- 


Ljest af thjod vorri 


traiu. 


Thar til knuinn 


haec a se depreqitam fiiis- 


at hun uppreystar 


se^ ip^amque tales turbas 


oil svo krefdi; 

1 


un- 


/ 


animen posoere; 


* 
Frid c^ frelsi sig 


Dicens se pacemjet liber* 


fept sagdi 


tatem adferre ipsis.iis- 


theim, er vafdi 


dem^ quos servilibus 


throela-hleckium^ 


pnera- 




bat catei^is. 
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Ottdhii ^ir 
tr ftRiwd Ytl4ii 
era og tnaiifKfira 
tintt auitidil ; 

Ad landradum 
lacka 8tyfdi> 
ogoiigrad 
Englands mtrki. 

Diaiiiiig harmeodra 
hiiggim biQsta^ 

var 08S fluinn. 



Metuebant <!(mtram 0|y- 
tantes fidem et hones-- 
tatem omnin6 abdlitatti 
fore; 

perduelliotii fbttunam 
necnon Anglids invictum 
vexillum fitviere 
ominantes* 

Sic moestoram o^Aitntim 
aolamen^ caeleaCil^ tipe^, 
aufiigit. . 



Sent langhrakinn 
SfeiaFBiidi^ 
batinti akjelfingum 
brims og storma^ 

er i skjoedum 

Skerjagardi^ 

aier Tid Skitl^uljos^ 

Skip aitt sveyma^ 

Epn hofii engta - 
hrjadu fleyi^ 



Ut navita^ pev loii- 
gum tein{}oris spatium^ 
squorid tt tempestatis 
impetibus vexatos^ 

qui^ fulgure lumen 

praeben- 
te^ navem inter scopu- 
los insidious jadtaii 
nup^r cbtlftp^Xi^, 

portum autem nulhim^ 
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toema «%ncini eiltt 
hndirdjtipa-^ 

Threlsazur 
iari thessu 
sem med ovoBntu 
UBdnVferki ; 

Verduf bloelogn 
ur bilvedri^ 
alatur soer 
or .QaMbylgfoiD) 

Sdbjrrta ur 
bligmn reidar,~* 
leidur hoegur byr 
^ad hbfiiam fley ; — 

Thannig foerdi 

thin adkoma^. 

edallundadi 

Alexanxkee ! 

fognud Qg freki 

froni p^f»tt, 

sviptur thu thad ognatn 

ostjornunar. 

VOL. II. 



nisi in 
abysso, 



OCtOIH 



jam ex his eiifyitor ji6^ 
riculis^ ceu numinis 
nutu; 



vertitup in trafiqutUi- 
tatem procella, mare 
undis montuosum 
in malaciam, 

in solarem spfendorem 
fulminantia fulgura — 
aura prospera et pla- 
cida portum Y^^siis havi- 
gium ducit :-— 

Sic tuus adventus, 
generose Alexander ! 
gaudnimet libertaieinitdp 
rae huic attttlit ; levasti 
istnip AoaiKibifle horro- 
ribus^ . . 



$o6 



APPENDIX. 0. 



Hvar mun syqa 
tega veraldar 
veitta af iQendum 
veljord slika ? 

veit eg hana 
hoela thinum 
ftEgsta nafha 
fyri minna. 



£j fyri makt 
i^e mauradyngjur 
metord nje hros 
hjalp 088 greiddir : 

Idgjold onnur/ 
era iikindi 

bjodiz their, enn thess, 
thu ej qvidir. 

Leyf ad thidar thier 
thackir greidum^ 
og formonnum odmm 
fylgdar thinoaz ; 



An tantum beneil- 
cium, ab hoste host! 
datum, monstret 
historia mundi ? , 

Certus scio celeberriaiam 
tuum cognominem le- 
viore magnanimitate 
perennes laudationes 
acquisivisse. 

Non dominationitf, nee 
divitiaram^ nee digni- 
tatis, nee laudis gratis 
auxiliuin nobis prsebuisti. 

Alia prsemia, ut videtor^ 
tibj afierentur^ quae 
tamen non metuis. 



Sine ut tibi et re- 
liquis tui ordinia 
ductoribus, singula^ 
res agamus gratias I 



Ey ikal minning 
ydar deya 
i boktnenta 
bolstad forna 



bDis. 



SOf 



Nunquam vestra abo- 
lebitur memoria in 
prisco hocce musarum 
habitaculo. 



Thaklat er ond 
OflRri kjcEiri 
theim annars ej 
Offurs krefiin 

Leyf^ thig enn 
lids at bidjam^- 
Oss frarcendum 
folk-narungi 



Thier samedla, 
ad sid og oettum 
hialp^ sem fyrr, 
holla veitir, 



riett ad sok 
sigar vinni 
og fullkomnun 
fro vor nai. — 



Sacrificio potids pla*- 
cet anima grata isti^ 
qui victimam petere 
nolet. 

Sine etiam^ ut ulte^ 
rius a te auxilium pe- 
tamus— quM nempe 
primati^ nobis vi ademp' 
to^ 

tibi et indojis et stir- 
pis nobilitate pari^ 
adminieulum^ ut ad- 
huc^ porn^ etia^m prse- 
beas, 

ad bonse causae tri- 
umphum^ nostrique 
perfectionem gaudii 
suo tempore compa* 
randum. 
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Oskutn ¥oer thier 
og thinuib lyduai^ 
heidurs, audnu^ 
og anaegju, 
enn oss pllum 
ars (^ fridar ! 



Precaiuor tibi et tuH 
honorem^ salutem et 
l2etitiaiii^ nobisque 
junctlm annonae 
et pacis felicitatem ! 



Mense Augusto, Anni 1809.— in hlandUi, 



I *!■ I II I a 
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Appendix. E. 



LIST* 



OF 



ICELANBIC PJLANTS. 



I. MONAND^IA. 

I. MONOGYNIA. 

HiPPURis vulgaris, 

Zostera marina. ^ 

* This catalogue is principally taken from Zoega*i 
Flora Islandica (attached to the Danish edition of 
Povelsen and 01a&en*s account of Iceland), and Moht*s 
Forfog til en Islandsk NaturhistorUy published at Co-* 

• 

penhagen in 17B6. The fiew additional species^ which 
I am enabled to insert by means of Sir Greorge Mac- 
kenzie's and Mr> Paulsen's collections and my own re- 
searches^ are distinguished by being printed in italics. 
In some instances^ where I have, in the course of my 
journal, had occasion to notice any new plant or any 
peculiarity belonging to those that are already known^ 
I have referred to the page where it is mentioned. 
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II. DIGYNIA. 

Callitriche/iquatica. 



y. aHtumnalis. 



IL DIANDRIA. 

I. MONOGYNIA. 

Veronica officinalis, 

■ serpyllifolia. 

Beccabunga. 

— - Anagallis. 

scutellata. 

alpina. 

fruticulosa. (voL I. p. 113.) 

marilandica. 

Pinguicula vulgaris. — ^^ Les Islanilais s*en 

servent quelquefois en guise 
d'ail." Voyage en Islande. 

alpina. 

II. DIGYNIA. 
Anthoxanthum odoratum. 

III. TRIANDRIA. 

I. MONOGYNIA. 

Valeriana officinalis. 
Schoenus compreasu^* 
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Scirpus palustris. 

V — lacustris. 

caespitosus. 

. ■ acicularis. 



\ ■ setaceus. 
Eriophorum polystachion,— Of th^ papptis of 

this plant the natives mak^ wicks 

for their \imp&. 
— J ■ ■ . — va^inatuoi. 

cd^taJtmiL Hoppe* (toL i* p/178.) 

: alpjnum. 



Nardus stricta. 



II. DIGYNIA. 



Phleum pratense. 

nodosum. 

alpinum. 

Alopecurus geniculatus. 
Milium ^usiinu 
Agrostig rubra. 

stolonifera. 

canina. 

— — vulgaris. 

' ■ ^. pumila. 



alba. 

arundinacea. 

ceerulea. 
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Aira caespitosa* 

flezuosa. 

' montana. 

— subspicata* 
alpina. ^ 

aqaatica. * 

' praeoox. 
Ho]ca8 odoratus.*-^-Said to be used by the 

Icelanders to perfume their apart* 

ments and their clothes. 
Sesleria caerulea. 
Poa pratensis. 

— trivialis. 
-~ compressa. 

— annua. 

— . angustifolia. 

— alpina. 

— maritima. 

— - glauca. — Both this and the following 

species are far from uncommon 
in Iceland. 

— ccesia, 
Festuca ovina. 

' rubra. 
elatior. 

■ ■ fluitans. 
■ duriuscula. 






ICELANDIC FLmtA. 



315 



Festuca vivipara. (voL i. p. 3S0«) 
Arando Phragmites. 
— — — Epigejos. 
" ' } arenaria. 
Elymus aTenarius.-^(voL ii. |^. 236.) The 
seeds are <lcca$ioiiaUy made into a 
sort of bread. 
Triticttm caninum. 
■ repens. 

IIL TKYGINA. 

Montia footana. 

Koenigia islandica. (vol. i. p. 153 and 191-) 



IV. TETRANDRIA. 

I. MONOGYNIA^ 

Scabiosa succisa.— The Icelandic names for 

tliis plant, Pukabit and Dievels- 
bid, have both the same signifi- 
cation as our DeviVs hit. 

Galium verum. 

■ palustre. 

■ MoUugo. 

.■ pusillum. ' 

— — borealCt 
Flantago majon 
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Plantago laoceolatft. 

— — • maritima. 

— — — alpina. — ^This I reeoU^iA seeing; m 

some plenty, a% Thingevalle, 
and I hav* sinde recwred spe- 
citn^M froiA ^ George Mac^ 
kenzie and Mr. Pknh^n. 

Coronopus. 

Sanguisorba officinalis. 
Alchemilla vulgaris. 

alpinsu 

III. TETRAGYNIA. 
PoUtnogeton faa4^ns. 
---——— marinum. 



• • • 



m^tmmm^K^m 



contpresi^iii. 

lacens. 

crispum. 

perfeKatum. 

pectrnatum. 

pttsilhtm. 



Sagina procumbens. 
Tillaea aquatica. 

V. PENTANDRiA. 

I. MONOGYNIA. 

Myosotis scorpioides. « and ft 
Pulmonaria maritima. 



t 
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Echium vulgare. 

Primula farinosa. 

Menyaothes trifoliata. — IThit phtat is im* 

poriaht to tniTeUers who are 
not acquainted with the route 
in tlfe morasses; for they »Fe 
well aware that wheresoever 
it grows they may. safely pass; 
its doBely woTea roots tt^^i^ng 
a firm bed upon the soft sub- 
8oiL Hie Icelanders call it 
Meidif^ay 'and employ the 
matted tafts to prevent the J 
saddle or any. load from chaf- 
ing the horses' backs. 

Azalea procumbens. 

Campanula rotundifi^ta. 

patnla. 



' ! ■■'' i 



Viola canioa. 
" ■' " " ■ tricolor* 
— ■< — palustris. 
Gkux mar itima. 



11. DIGYNIA 



Gentiana campestris. 

■ amarella. 
— — nivalis. 
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Gentiana anrea. 

— — - detonsa* 

-— bavarica. 

— ^— ~- teQeUa,<--*(filiformi8 of PersowCi 

Synapsis.) 

' verna. 

' rotata. 

Hydrocotyle vulgaris. 

Ligusticum scoticum. (vol. i. p. 333.) — ^Ta 

this plants which Mr. Paulsen 
named by mistake Impera- 
tofia Ostruthium, was at- 
tached the following observa- 
tion : ^^ Haec (in Islandia) ra- 
rissima herba^ in saxis solum, 
et montibus praeruptis inari- 
timis reperiunda. Devoratis 
radicibus hlc traditur divinos 
edidisse efiectus in hydaridi- 
bus abdominalibus. (isl. me- 
inloeti)^ 
Angelica Archangelica. (vol. i. pi. 191.)— *The 

Icelanders gather the stems and 
roots of this plant, which they 
eat raw, and generally with 
the addition of fresh butter. 
— — sylvestris? 
Imperatoria Ostruthium. 
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Carum Carui. — ^Naturalised in Iceland^ m- 

cording to l^r Geoi^ Mac-^ 
kenzie. 

IV TETRAGYNIA. 
Pamassia palustrid. 

V. PENTAGYNIA. 

Statice Af meria. 
Linum catharticum* 

VI. hexagVnia, 

Drosera rotundifolia. ♦ 



longifolia. 



VL HEXANDRIA. 

I. MONOGYNIA. 

Convallaria biflora. 
Juncus effusus. 

arctwus. — Discovered by Sir Geoi^ 
Mackenzie. 

squarrosus. 

trifidus. 

articulatus. 

bulbosus. 

bufonius. 

biglumis. 

triglumis. , 





\ 





















\ 
< 
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Juncns piIo8Q8. 
■■ ■' campertris; 
— — spicatus. 

II. TRIGYNIA. 

Rumex digynus. — ^All the species of Rumex 

are boiled and eaten by the 
Icelanders ; though only the 
young shoots of acuttis are 
employed. Of the Acetosa 
a beverage is made by the 
common people^ by steeping 
the plant in water till all the 
juice is extracted. This drink 
is kept some time ; but soon 
becomes bad and putrid in 
warm weather. 

■ ' acutus. 

Acetosa. 

w 

Acetosella. 

Triglochin palustre. 
Triglochin maritimum. 
Tofieldia palustris. 

VIII. OCTANDRIA. 

I. MONOGYNU. 

Chamaenerium halamifolium (vol. i; p. 260and 

318.) — From specimens now 
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l»epi^> fl»lW«t to consider- 
All'? Wiflf^^ ^ ^^'1 i*^ the 
propo^5«l ^inp^dtb irf its 
leaves, .^ in t^ ^ige ^f jyhe 
flowers. Tjifx. .Pjnilseo .rcfflyj^ 
'' Crescit fer^ .soluiQ ad fluvios 
montiumglaciaiiumTn';;^^ 
€t arena vulcanica." 

Chamseneriuod angustifolium. (vol. i; pi '342.) 

Epilobium montanum. 

— — '. .paliistie. 




ortsqLjmpi 



ji ? . \ ^. X ^Ip^niioj. 
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Vaccinium Myrtillus. 

— — — — Oxycoccos. 

— — — — uliginosum. — For jt? juses jee 

vol. I. p* 31J5. 

Erica vulgaris.-:" Ex ejus rnagnd florescentii 
de magna nivis hyemalis copia 
augurantur lakiidi/ PisigisB,u.,in 
Epist. 

if^fygonum yi^param. (voK i;jp. 113.) 



m'.\^^ 



Y 

V J ' 



\ 
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Polygonum Bi8toTta.-^The roots are ofted 

eaten raw, and sometimes con- 
verted into briead. 

^ Hydropiper. 

.^. ^mphibium, 

— - 6-^ — Persicaria. 



', ,— i — f aviculare. 

ill. TETRAGYNIA. n»^ 
Palis quadrifolia. 

X. DECANDRIA. 

I. MONOGYNIA. 
Andromeda hypnoides. (vol. i. p. 85 & 122.) 
Arbutus Uva Ursi*.-See note in vol. 1. p.2l7- 

i — alpina. 

Pyrola rotundifolia. 

I secunda. 

minoK (vol.1, pi 122.) 

II. DIGYNIA. 

Saxifraga Cotyledon. 
— stellaris. 

* '^The leaves of this are used in Lapland for tan- 
ning and dyeing, which sayes a great deal of alum. 
Many barrels of these leaves are sent for sale to Stock- 
holm. " Linfusus* Lachem Lappomca. v. i. p. «». 



<l I 



Hireuliid. {vol. i. p. 364.) 

■ palmata. 

— — punctata. 

oppositifolia. 

-^ ^ autumnalis. 

aizoides. 

bulbifera. 

cemm. (vol. I. p. 209.) 

rivularis. (vol. i. p* I16.) 

tridactylites. 

csespit(^a. 

groeulaadita. — ^My specimens of 
this, gathered by Sir George 
Mackenzie, exactly accord 
with the figure of this species 
in the Flore des Pyrente^s, 
La Peyrouse has observed it 
growing at the height of six- 
teen hundred toises above the 
level of the sea. 

hypnoides. 

tricuspidatar , . 

petraea. 



Scleranthus annuus. 

III. TRIGYNIA. 
Silene maritima. 



Silene acauli8.~Boiled and MltOti "witb 4At- 
4»r ty the 4cefeMlltef». 

Stellaria media. 

biflora. 

— — cerastoides. 

Arenaria peploides.— ThiB ib dte^ped in -sour 

whey, where it ferments : -then 
the liquid is ^fikined off, -and 
fredh ^ater added to the bevcr- 
kge, ^which is iMid to taste like 
olive-oil-;. Whence the -name of 
the plant in Icehtid, vSJnmfm- 
kUaL^^Fbj^ge en Islande. 

""■ ■• ■ ' >' idevpyHifolia. 

- — : — ciliata. 

IV. l>iNtAGYl^IA. 

Seduiti saxatUe. 

— « rupestre. 

. annuum. 

acre. — ^^Vul^atiiih in Islandia vomi- 
torium. "—Pflii&cw in Epist. 
— — villosum . 
Lychnis Flos-Cuculi. 

■ — alpina. 

— — — var. fl. atSo. 

Cerastium viscosnin. 

■ vutgatum. 
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Cerutiiim alpinjaiq. 
. — latifolium. 



m g } ' i i 



' saginoides. 

Xli. ICOaAliBAIA. 

M. PEiirrAaYNiA. 

Pyrw imie^tica.'rr-Tlw^ H^a^ i^nd by Sir 
Gsgrge M«l?ka9^ grpwing eight 
&«t Ugh, i^ a ^lell jQiif lava near 
Buden^d ia Sbwfi^^agrsseL Ano- 
ther plant of th^ fame was also 
disQwered faiy the at^ie ^mtiwim 
ait M^^Aand, «n the mn^ coasl. 



»#•?»» 



Spiraea Ulsnaria. 

III. POLYGYNIA. 

Ro»a hibe9[i)q||,-T-Thifj^ t^ on^j species of 
Rosa discovered in Iceland, was 
sent me by Mr. Paulsen, with the 

priiis obvia. Crescit in rupe unica 
ad villam Setjaland/' 
Robus saxatilis. 
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Fragaria vesca. (vol. i. p. 83.) 

Potentilla veraa. / 

■ ' . f anserina. — The roots are frequently 

eaten in the southerly parts of 

the island. 



aurea. 



Tonnentilla officinalis.—rln Iceland^ I am 

not aware that any use is made 
of this plant ; although in Lap- 
land^ according to Linnseus, it* 
is chewed along with the inner 
bark of the Alder^ and the sa- 
liva thus impr^nated is applied 
to leather to dye it of a red color. 
Geum rivale. (vol. i. p. 235 and 268.) 
Dryas octopetala. — ^Its leaves^ as observed in 

vol. I. p. 47, are gathered^ and 

made into a sort of tea. 

» 

Comaram palustre. 

' XIII. POLTANDRIA. 

I. BfpNOGYNlA. 

Papaver nudicaule. (vol. i. p. 3S3.]| 

V. POLYGSNU. 
Thalictrum alpinum. 



"I 
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Romintoolus acris^ — Often used for making 
blisters. 

— ■■ he4eracea9i* 

reptans. 

' aquatilis. 

' ' — ^ lapponicus (vol. i. p. I9I.) 

' repens. 

' glacialis. — A rare plant in Ice^ 

land. I was not so fortunate 
as to meet with it myself. Sir 
George Mackenzie has favored 
liie with the only specimen 
which he procured: it was 
found growing among loose 
stones on the declivity of a 
mountain between Stadar* 
hr^un and Kolbein-stadr. 

... " ■ nivalis. 

■ ■ ' . " — r- hyperboreus. 

Caltha palustris. 

XIV. DIDTNAMIA. 

I. GYMNOSPERMIA, 

Lamium purpureum. 
Galeopsis Ladanum. 
»«*——- Tetrahit^ 



,.. *f 
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I I 

leaves is often ilited to give an 
aromatic fktMt tb ik^ sour wfar|r. 
Prunella valgaris, 

II. ANGIOSPiSRMIA. 

« 

Bartsia alpina. (vol. i. p. 37^*) 

Rhiaanthus Crista-Galli, 

Euphrasia officinalis. — I possess alpine va* 

rieties of this plant from Iceland^ 
which (though bearing perfect 
flowers) scarcely rise a quarter 
of an inch above the surface of 
the ground. 

Pedicularis sylvatica. 

•'TT— — — flammea. 

Limosella aquatica. 

XV. TETRADTNAMIA, 

I. SILICULOSA; 

Subularia aquatica* 
Draba vemi. 
' mural is* 



-* incana. 

- ' var. contorta. Retzius. 



Thlaspi Bursa Pastoris. 
campestre. 



Cochlearia ofi^ftalis^. 

' ' ' ' danica.— ^Occasionally eaten as 
spioage^ and reck6hed of service 

in the cure of th0!aeiihry^4lmigtl 

seldpm made use of. 

Bunias Cakile. 

II. SILIQUOSA, 

Cardamine pratensis« 

■ • " ■■ - hirsuta, — ^A singular tarfety of 

this plants if not a distinct 
species^ had been sent me both 
by Sir George Mackenzie and 
Mr. Paulsen^ having the lower 
leadets round, the Upper ones 
linear^ and all rety entire, 
bellidifolia. 
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Sisymbrium terrestre. 
Arabis alpina. (vol. i. p. 268.) 
" hispida. 

Brasska ai^ma.-^^Sent me by Sir George 

Mackenzie. 

XVI. MONADELPHIA. 

V. DECANDBIAi. 

Geranium sylvaticum. 
' pratense. 

montanum« 



mmmmtm 
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XVII. DIADELPHIA, 

III. OGTANDKIA. 

Polygala valgaris. ^ 

IV. DECANDRIA. 

Lathyrus pratensis, 

Vicia cracca. 

Pisuqi maritimunit 

Lotus eoraicuUtus. 

Anthyllis vulneraria, 

Trifolium arv^nse. 

^, — ' ■ pratense. 

I ' . — repens. — "Les gens de la cam^ 

pagne^ dans la partie Nord et 
Est de cette ile^ en mangent en 
legume.** — Voyage en Islands* 

XIX. SYNGENESIA, 

I. POLYGAMIA iEQUALIS. . 

Leontodon taraxacum. 
— — — autumnale. 
Hedypnois Taraxaci. 
Hieracium Pilosella. 
— — — Auricula. 
■ alpinum. 
nij " prasmorsundr » 



Hieracium Murorqin. 
Serratula arvensis* 
Carduus lanceolatus. • 
■ heterophyllus. 

11. POLYGAMIA SUPERFLUA. 

Gnaphalium alpinum. 
-^ p— uliginosum. 

J I sylvaticum* 

— I fuscatum. Pers^ 

Erigeron alpinuip. ^ 

Senecio vulgaris. 

Pyrethium inodorum. 

r- nmritimum. 

Achillea MillefQlium. — ^The Icelandic apr 

pellation^ P^all-humall (field-r 
hops), seems to imply that this 
plant has been used instead of 
hops in that island, as it is still 
in some parts of Sweden. Atprer 
sent the natives only make an 
pintment pf its leiiyes with but- 
ter, which they apply to cutanea 

ous and other external sores. 

> > 

XX. GYNANDRIA. 

I. DIANDRIA. 

Orchis maculata. 
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Orchis Mono 
' mascula. 

latifolia. 

hyperborea. (voL I« p^ 84 «) 

Satyrium viride. 

' albidum. 



nigrum. 



Epipactis ovata. — I possess the only speci- 
men of this ever gathered in 
Iceland; it was founds at ^ 
place called Vik, "by the son 
of Mr. Paulsen. 

-~— — — Nidus avis ? — Either this or a new 

species of Epipactis has been 
sent me by Sir George Mac- 
l:enzie. The specimen is 
destitute of its root, so that I 
cannot ascertain it with cer* 
tainty. 

Cymbidium Corallorhizon. 

XXL MONtEClA. 

I. MONANPRIA. 

Zostera inarina. (vol. i. p. Ill) — ^This the 
cattle eat^ and' the o^ves gather 
and dry for their beds. 
Chara vulgaris, 
hispida. 



in. TRIANDRIA. 

^parganium pataa.. 

Cobresia scivpina. JFilld. (yol. u p. 152 and 

178,) — *Carex Bellardi of pre- 
ceding authors, under which 
name it is mentioned 111^ my 
journal. 

Carex dioica* 
— — capitata. 
— *- — pulicaris. 
' arenaria. 
uliginMa* 

leporina, 

— — vulpina. 
— — muricata. 
— — loliacea. 
— — - canescei>s»^ 
— — elongata. 

flava. 

■ pedata. 

— ^ montana. 
— - rigida. 

■ limosa. 
--•— — MfaStu inA^n. jp. . H^ 
p&ueBesni;^ . . 
caoilhrtk 



•. 5 ^ 
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Carex Pseudo-cyperus. 

■ acuta. 

— ^ — ■' ampuUacea. — ^The specimen seat me 
by Sir Geoi^e Mackenzie is a slight 
variety with branched spikes. 

"^"^ vesicari^. 
hirta. 



•AmMm 



IV. tetrandria: 

Urtica dioica. 

— — urens. — ^This I only saw growing^ in 
^"'"^r. Savigniac*s garden^ at Reikevig. 

•s 

VIII. POLYANDRU. 

Myriophylhim spicatum. 

" ■ verticillatum. 

Ceratophyllum demersum. 

Betula alba. 

— — nana. (vol. i. p. 241.) 

XXII. DICECIA. 

II. DIANDRIA. . . ♦ 

Salix Myrsinites. 

' arbuscula. 

1 herbacte.^r^The downy substance from 
this and other spacies of. Willow is 
applied by the natives: to wounds 



m 

v. 
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both of man and beast. The leaves 
steeped in wkter are employed in 
tanning skins. The wood is used 
in making ink, being steeped in a 
decoction of thd leaves, to which 'is 
added some of the eslrth tised'in 
dying, mentioned in the note, at 
vol. I. p. 215: , it is the& all boiled 
together until the liquid has ac-^ 
quired a proper consistency. 

Salix purpurea. 
• ■ reticulata^ 

■■ myrtilloides. 
" glauca. 

lanata, 

' Lapponum. 

— r— arenaria. 

.— fusca. 

— caprea. 

— — pentandra. — 

III. TRIANDRIA. 

JBmpetrum nigrum. 

VIII, OCTANDRIA: 
Rhodiola rosea. 

XIII. MOI^ELPHIA ._ 

Juniperus commiuiis. ' 



I •■ , 
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I, MONCECIA. 



- oatulsu 



ii » <■ ■ 



XXIV. GRirPTQaAMIA. 

Eqaisetum sylvaticum. — ^VariottS fiqjiecks of 

Equisetum ace .^ima ta4he 
cattle in Iedaiid,iti^re4be)r 
are said to be eKoalliant >&od 
for the saddle-honn. 



arvense. 

limosum. 

palustre. 

fluviatile. 

hyemale. 



Osmunda Lunarw- .(^pl- i^.P* l^^-) 
Ophioglossum vulgatum. 
Lycopodium alpinum.— ^Por its use in dying 

iiWQWtois, m^ vol. I. p. 214. 
■ clavatum. 

. M. 

————*— annotinum. (vol. i. p. 85.) 



■^ ^ocrogO". 

- selaginoidbu^ 
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Lycopodium dubium *• 
Polypodium vulgare. 

fontanum. 

————— ilvense. 

— arvonicum. (vol. i. p. 58.) 

Phegopteris. 

"" ' ' Dryopteris. (vol. i. p. 320.) 

Aspidium Lonchitis. 

> 

Thelypteris. 

•: -■ Filix mas4 

' Filix faeminal. 

' , ■ ■■ fragile. — I possess a curious and 

el^^ant species of Aspidium 

{Cyathea of Doctor Smith) 

somewhat allied to this^ but 

; ' . hitherto undescribed. 

Asplenium septentrionale* 

Isoetes lacustris. (vol. i. p. 208 .) • - 

II. MUSCI. 

Phascum muticum. 

Sphagnum obtusifolium. — ^The same use 

being made of this moss in 

< * ' * 

* Surculis simplicissimis^ erectis^ compressis ; foliis 
complicatis^ carijiatis> acutis^ alternis^ distich^ imbri- 
catis. K^nig. , 

« 

VOL. II. Z 
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loeland ds in Lapfond^ I shafl 
be readilj excused fdr insert 
iDg Linnttus' words upon the 
subject. ^^ Femmis Lappcmkis 
maxime notus est faic mnscur; 
hunc enim^ linteis dan desti- 
tuantUT^ infantibus^ dmn canis 
suis continentur^ midiqtie ctr- 
cumponunt^ qtii et pulviua r is 
et tegmenti vices servat, um 
nam acrem absorbet^calqrem 
conservat^ sericisqae stragulis 
gtatior est tenelKs; mutatur 
deimte v^peri et mane^ dum 
ptiras et recens substituitur in 
prioris locnm."— JF7. Lapp, 
p. 337. 

Sphtfgnum capillifol$uni. 

Gymnostomum truncitulum. 

fasciculare. (vol. i. p. 50.) 

Tetraphis pellucida. 

Andraa rupestris. 

' Rothii. (vol. r. p. 154.) 

Splachnum ampuUaceum. (vol. i. p. 88.) 
• ' urceolatum. 

— ^— mnioides. 

— — — rubnim. 



, 
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Splachnum vasculosum. (vol. i. p^ 36o,) 
Conostomum horeale. (vol. i, p, 8S and 94.) 
Encalypta vulgaris. 

— ' alpina. (vol. i^ p. 83*) 

Grimmia apocarpa. 

»i«W/fma»— Not uncommoii on 

rocks by the sea shores. 
Weissia cirhita. 

Encalypta lanceolata f (voK i. p. 23*) 
Dicranum scoparium. 

•— undulatum. 

^— — — heteromaUum* 

purpureum. (vol. i. p* 113.) 

— '— — flexuosum. 

squarrosum. 

' fusillwn. 

— — pulvinatum. 

taxifolium. 

hypnoides. (vol. i. p. 50.) 

Trichostomum fontinalioides. 

— fasciculare. 

canesceiis. {vol. i. p. 83.) 

' ellipticum. (vol. i. p. 68 and 

154.) 
Syntridita curalis. 

subulata. 

Tortula tortuosa. 
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Tortula convoluta. 
Catbarinea hercynka. 

: ■ glabrata. (vol. i. p. 34.) 
Polytrichum commune. 

— — — sexangidare. (vol. i. p. 265.) 



— urnigerum. 

— aloides. 

-— suhrotundum. 



Orthotrichum striatum. 
Neckera curtipendula. 
Bryum androgynum. 

. argenteum^ 

■ ZieriL 

— — — caespititium. 



— dealhatum. (vol. i. p. 58.) 

— horaum. 

— crudum. 

— turbinatum* 

— serpyllifoliutn. 

— pyriforme. 
■^ dendFoides. 



Hypnum sericeum. 

abietinum. 

Jilamentosum. (vol. i. p. 58.) 

praelongum. 

velutinum. 
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Hypnum proliferum. 

— nitens. 

iUecebrum.. 

purum. 

^ - ■ ' — filicinum* 

■■ aduncum. 

r uncinatum. 

revolvens. 

— denticulatum.^ 

'■■ triquetrum. 

——— — squarrosuii). 

■ cuspidatHDi. 

^ Crista castrensis. 

'- cupressiforme. 

■ scorpioides. 

-^ ^- silesianum, (vol, i. p, ll6.) 

Bartramia fontana. 
■ — ithyphylla. 

: pomiformis. 

Fontinalis antipyretica^ 

— sqtianwsa. (vbl. i. p. 209 and 260.) 

— fakata. (vol. i. p. 260.) 

Funaria hygrometrica. 
Buxbaumia yb/io^a. (vol. i. p. 88.) 

III. HEPATICiE, 
Jungermannia concinnata, 



Jungermanniajufocea. 

• — asplenioides* (vA i. p. W^ 
„ scalaris. 

, i ■ Sphagnu 

, angulasa. {voL l. pt *0 a»i 

l6lO 

mn KcuspidatA. 

. ^ — disticha. Mohr, 

i — I — albicans. 



— nemorosa* 

— resupinatiu 
— -" complanata^ 

— dUatata^ 
-o^ ciliaiis* 
*-f? fpiphjribu 
— , pinguis, 

— furcata* 



Marchaiitia polymorpha, 

— hemisph^ioa^ 

.. ■ tenella. 

Targionia hypophylla. 

Blasia pusilla. 

Riccia crystallina* 

> glauca. (vol. i. p» 1*3*) 

Anthocerps punctatus. (vol, |. p. 316-) 
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IV- UCHENES. 



Lepraria botryoicten. 
— — Jolithos. 
Lecidea sangainaria. 
' ■ fusco-atra. 



p- 23.) 
- atro-virens. ^ aad ?> 



Gyrophora glabra. /3. 
■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ — deusta. 
-— — — erosa. 
cylindrica.--rSJ9ft4i 



scarcity^ A9 ^IqM# but mote 

frequently for 4png woollen 

of a brownji4lr9^^!SP color. 

hirsuta. — " Lo^g^ Ap^^fonum in xe 

cibaria Lichet^s ^i^i|s.--r-£agina 

^nfejiMKr pjiiionR. 0#scit iink^in 

lapidibu9 .Q^pgpi^ 4isc£etu^ ^t 

rupibus alpi.i49^ JWfwinus juim- 

mis cacumi^^iyi^ -n))! Falcones 

saepiiis insident.'" PauUeu In 

Epist. , 



Endocarpon Hedwigii. 
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Endocarpon tephroides.— -About Reikevig. 

(vol. I. p. 23.) 
Sphaerophoron compressum. 
Isidium defraudans. 
Urceolaria calcarea. 
Paravelia tartarea. 
1 subfiisca. 

pallescens. 

candelaria. 

. hrunnea. — About Reikevig. (vol. i. 

p. 23.) 
gelida. 

' stygia. 

■: fahlunensis. 

' omphalodes* 
— sai^atilis. 

■ stellaris. 

parietina. 

olivacea. 

I ■ scrobiculata. (vol. i. p. 23.) 

■ nigrescens. 
— ri physodes. 

■ fiirfuracea. 
' — ciliaris. 

prunastri, 

^>} ' ' fraxinea^ 
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Parinelia farinacea. 

ochroleuca. 

•^ — ^ — sarmentosa. (vol. i. p. 361.) 

jubata, 

Peltidea venosa. 
— — resupinata, 

' canina. 

• aphthosa, 

crocea. 

saccata. 

Cetraria islandica. — ^For the account of this 

and the following specie^^ see 
Journal^ p. 130^ and the note at 
p. 214. 

nivalis. 

Cornicularia lanata. 

pubescens. 

Usnea hirta. 
Stereocaulon paschale. 

I- ' ' globiferum.'^Ahout Reikevig 

and other places^ not uncom-* 
mon. (vol. I. p. 23.) 

Baeomyces cocciferus. 

^ digitatus. 

^ deformis. 

^ — pyxidatus* 
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Bsomyces cornutus. 
-^— — gracilis. 

(vol. I. p. 23.} 
>' ' uncialis. 

' subalatus. 

■ rangiferinus. 
■■ vermicularis. 

■ tauricus. 

J^licps ii^fr»tus.^^Tbis^ aod various other large 

dpeqie^ of EvipuSj Sjerve occasion- 
ally for food for 4;he cattle and 
fuel for the poor pativ^ 

vesiculosus. 

■ var. divaricatus, 

^— — excisus. 



II I i 



'm ^ Mnw 



cafij^ijciilattis, 

distichus. (7^. fim* ^lO 

nodosus. 

siliquosus* 

loreus. 






* 

Fucus aculeittus. 

•r purpurascens. 

lycopodioideft. 

w- — ramentaceiis. (voL i. p. 36*) 

■- muscoides. . 

— — Filum, , . 

-> lanosus. Mohr. 

^. ^bsligiatw. (fi. Dm. ^l^ 

n n digitatus. 

« — ^ palmatus. — ^This^ the Sd of tb^ Ice* 

landers^ is the .most irequ^ixtly 
prepared aad Mten^any of tbp 
genus. See vol* i. jiu 4i« 

w— esculeDtus. 

■ saccharinuSf 

T— edulis. 



sanguineus* 

ciliatus. 

crispuSf 

Q^latus. 

dentatus, 

rubens. 

plumosus, 

-« cartilagineus. 

'^^^— sparmpphoEus^ 
' i gigartmits. 

cHxiS^indes, 



v*i*« 
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TPucvLsfiagelliformis. (voL i. p. 36.) 
— — plicatus. 

albus. (Ft. Dan. 408.^ 

' corneus. 

fungularis, (Fl. Dan^ 420.^ 

Fucus clavatus. Mohr. 
— — coronopifolius. 

fceniculaceus. (Cmfefva. Hnds.) 

(vol. I. p. 36.) 
Tremella lichenoides. 

' ' verrucosa. 
— — — — hemispherica. 



« adnata. 
- Nostoc, 



Ulva umbilicalis. 
' intestinalis. 
latissima. 

■ compressa. 

' pruniformis. 
— ' — lactuca. 

lanceolata. 

linza. 

plicata. Mohr. 

crispa. atict. 



Rivuhria cylindrica. fTahl. MSS. (vol. v 

p. 86, 100, and 331.) 
' angulosa. (vol. i. p. 260.) 



Conferva dichotoma. , > 

■ ■ spiralis, (vol. i. p. 4$,) 

■■ — hipunctata. 

' nitida* 

^-^ Jlavescens. (vd. i, p. 1/Si;-) ; 

— ; aeruginosa. 

• vaginata. (vol. i. p. 50.) 

' limosa. (vol. i. p. l60.) 

— ' " littoralis. 

■ scopuna. 

— ' cancellata. 

— — polymorpha. 

" — r«pejftri», 

— asgagropila. 

' ' corallina. 
Byssus Cryptarum. 

• 

VI, FUNGI. 

Agaricus campanulatus. 

■ — fimetarius. 

■ catnpestris. 
Boletus luteus. 
bovinus. 

Helvella atra. (FL Dan. 354.^ 

aeruginosa. (F2. Dan. 354.^ 

Peziza lentifera. 
— — scutellata. 

VOL. II. A3 
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Peziza cupularis. 
■ '■ ' zonalis. 
Clavaria coralloides. 
■'■ muscoides. 

Lycoperdon Bo vista, 
Mucor MucedQ, 



•' •• 
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!?^fis15 TjbM fiAteg in boate^brfug #MI 
to W« i^a chief ^mpby i>{ the itthob^atatA 

t)ecQntiniie4by ■ ■ « 

tbe^ihatoNiii. on ^ coast^ is pQiiAitted td 
Irmy peiisoK havkig a dx«4 resilleoic^ in 
liftebnd^ from vhieh ndtlier the c\epgyi nor 
<»Vil dKceris ai^ exfiladed^ Our drf^poiiitedl 
magistrates, and espediaHy tfaie iQspeetofft 
of the diistriets, hai^ it Kkeivi$e in efaargev 
Hmt whatever vre have ' ordained, an well ai 
whateires* else we way in 4ne tiiD^ think 
proper to ordain, be attended to in the 
strictest mknner poslsibte, and also that they 
itntll by all taieans efic6urage the inhabitants 
tf the fishing Ullages to^ deanlmesti^/ 
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industry, lliey have in partidohr to tt« 
tend to supplying the fishing viilagea with 
good and wholesotte^ wftter^ wherever it oityF 
be deficient ; and for such pwpoae the ti^ 
gatherers shall oblige all the fishermen ut 
their several districts, to do the needful w^rl^ 
on painof punishment acoocding to tj^e i^^r? 
of the ofience« It is our fiirther will aa4 
pleasure, that the lieutenant of the couiu^i 
the h%h bailiU, and bailifis gf theseveral difrc 
tricts, shall gii^ information to oMr tresffiuryjr 
of whatsoever in their judgment vf»y co^itri* 
bute best and most c^ctually to the encou^ 
tageiBtet pt the -fishftf iea:ii|jgie^eralyekh^bir 
tiie ktiodttotion of ntwr;%nd .iHone- suitajbla 
regulations, or ; by .reovivupg siji^h . oki»tactesi 
as itis^ possibly hithexto bnvQ laiu^ in Ibf 
way ; and we shall more espeoi^ly m^/mt 
to receive 1;beir s^nttmibntf , cooo^tiipg ^thf 
iViode by wh|ch the ,so ,d«Qflmia«^ ,ifgH 
of men, \ may in tiiiie>W;«i9t;alidi^fi <W m 
ctriotedfin like mamaen^^ it i%oiir inteiMMfi 
1^ doing, on the estatpa .tq^ns helongium^^ .ti 

The fifiherman am. otherwise iipti.te>^jMi 
«b*tnMAed 4ia aeei^qg jthe* best ^ ^iacest % 



I ' 



tilling;, and even > in tb^r own I;>oat% oa, 
tonditmo of their piyiog to l)he farmer, Qo^ 
imkiose po6fte6stons they/ may have taken their, 
stations, for lamiing their boats, bouse-rc^ntv 
and MHVtcei^ for the sea9Qn, ae^ording. to 
iiv4)at ' has ' been tJtk nsoal « custom at the 
p)ktei But, Ml tase of aH the room being 
s6 cmnpletdy oceupied that they cannot 
find sufficient oonteaience for tb^mselvesi 
eitiier of h<Mises, or place* of landing. thereto 
attadied, and that they can find some otber 
hflidiiig^placdy it shall be permitted them 
tb put in to it, and, if they are so tnelinedi 
ijbere'mitein under the cover of teais^ :or 
of thei^ own boats* In such ease, no claitia 
for ground-r^t shall take place, pmvided 
the strangers shall* not, by treading, have 
cansid'any 'damage in the fields or meadowa^ 
Jncase that .they, from deficiency of fish)* 
imts, . proper heath,* or other places, should 
be under .the ^necessity of drying their fi^b 
nenr the shbre, and in places. whese* gram 
might possibly growi it shall not be^^cpUr 
sidered' that the farmer thereby sustains any 
damage, but rather that he Uierefrom derives 
M benefltyaa the roes> with the fish whiich: are 
.llieae laid, ^manure the lan4 and rejodev ,i^ 
eapable of producing grass, if the. soil be 



daj)abl6 of it; fl^lber csiti it 'be: datnifal 
hurtfol^ that fls4i it« dried, 4:r4n frn'^paA 
gfazing.{ietds, ift eia^b ptrti. iHiti^. tfe 
Fortlden tods dii the tWdilh of Mttf^ 
But, in cas^ of Mf dispilt^ atisitigi lyttwbta 
the fiiiintT And tf«6 Mtratng^rs^ tllfe 4idi}iff'bf 
the p\ii^ ihM ilomittate two ftid^petnMrt 
persons to ^ufv^i^ the place, tftfd iKtimate 
the damage, afccbrdiiig trherMo tMe 'h%h4> 
6aili# win givie ht% d^kion. 9*ti^ on* tlie 
iontfary, AoKild the sAtrtm^iquirtilr' b« 
taken !K>r thi^d pUr^i^, th«^ drving;^ Ai& 
on usefbl grass tn^adbws <fi;ailnot'.<b^ :'ptr$- 
Vi\tt^6, uniesll th^ Ib^ wifM^nt ofitbeianA- 
ftfold^^ Be the^eto previously obtoinedu > ^ 



r 



: § m. 

V 

fh what nrtfa- It! easi df any whale 

ner tjie whale "^ 

UAeiy pfeitidn- driven 'oft aiioth*t pertoti's gfimiio, 

•iafly isto be . ,. , .^ . • • 

k»a(hicted. thi Method prescHbtid* iyf tbdtc^ 



iscript of the tVrenty-thtrd Jcrtfe, 1^79, * 
to be adhered to ; and it is fitrthw to be ot^- 
lienred, that kidi of tbe inhabitaty(is df tiie 
touAtry, tM* strangers, afs intend to pintae 
<his ffeheiy, may expect tb ¥ecei4^ ptfrtiwliir 
a^sist^ce for the purpose, Recording » «ip- 
^festances, and thfc Utility ofr^'fflim. 
ISuch per^ons^ moi^ chspecianyj as inbtMt 



^kmiliAxitf ^ the 60^ or bftyt moat ccm*- 
woieat fbr such pnreiiks^ as the market^o^^lK 
tftr IMkord, aoid divers Mher fiords/ frMi 
SkiHx'^afd to the icdcoKfiords^ in tfa^ west 
^dvattyy and Hvalfiord in the district of 
Kaeso^ :niaf. enp^t faMTU^ assistance g^ntod 
tUoiilar'pit)cksriifig tl^e nectissary impledients^ 
ob due no^pitkf J»ia|; made; And> for thrt 
fflme pdrpoleaBd iiytent/ we will also ia 
siioh. daaca gm. the tieedful directiom fbt 
faamiig ioibe. yoong and odtive pecsoikis ftont 
those pboet^ didy iostrocted in the aft of 
tke flisjd Adksirj, mi ia.Ihe manaeirof "ttsiiig 
the fish^' Me bfany 'ectpebce to themselinsst 
add they efaaH. fikewbe afterwards, ittceivie 
fintherR -assistanoe (or enabling theih *e 
eataUiab tfaenbaehPBs in : Iceland^ at . aomf 
iskkcbiof other' Btost leontenient for such 
Asheiif ^ and thene praetice the koawkdgt 
Ussf hama ohtaiaed of it. 

uv. 

f J 

Encoorogement It appearii^ to US as a taatter 

for catching of * * . ^ 

porpoises, seals, of essenttal consequence, as well 

and salmon ;as •ti. 

9i9P^ \iftrm IOC tk» atflhsioitants of leelaiid 11I 

and fl6tinder . * j» i . 

jMpft^K , iHurtiQuiiic^ as«safpr onr doini^ 
(|t^iMiiiifi.)gea«al^ tlM^ lesclttstw .<tf .tite ieigdk- 



fiah^, now the most pargued^ liie takkil^ 
of all other kinds of fish' which imtute pn9*« 
duces i»ear Iceland should be f<Jlowrd ; in» 
oprder to catch as great quantities as poasiblb 
of all sorts of jfish* and that the fish aboolA 
be cured, in such manner that it miqr not 
only be used for the . support of the ; inhaUl^ 
^ts, but likewise be dispoaeaUe at an tfAMm 
€if ootnmerce^ wewoold have it taken 'inlK^ 
eohsidemttoii in what manner the inhabit 
tants of the cooutiy^ in case of their exerfel; 
i^ themselves in extendhig and imprcwinf 
the fisheries^ more tspeciaUy wttb reipMt ft^ 
|orpoiseft» seals, aadsafaBOOy and also to.citelH' 
if^ of barrings and floimderBy may best^^e 
supplied and nsskted with *be necessary and 
proper implemients; .all according to cireatt^ 
stances, and to the statement expected from 
tibe magistracy.; more especially when sQehi 
institutions are made on a great acald, tnuti 
may be ffroducti ve of any considerable in«^ 
flUence in commercial transactions* 



}i 



Oaieni rales The reruli^ns conceming'eei«i^ 

for the quality ' *^ ^ 

Of Che fish, tain descriptions of' fferti, which 
updated diytng tfae time of lihe cotUpMiy^ 



tbirter> em infifitar^ md mtik regtM t£ 

^wttoiila^^rciimstanees^ *te nd longer ap^ 

yliclkble; Ibpt, mcmtioS other^ or mere sorU 

#f iiicih.goods'beiQ^ requioed by the tradersy 

IfeiiDliftt be laid on Che baiistof* this orchisoeey 

^i Its^eedtod chapter^ § 4^ bnt nevectbeiess; 

99d. until other r^ulatiom »haU be fixeil 

mi^ng the cono^noed^ 'those which have 

hitherto been m vae, abril- hereafter contiDuei 

to rbe obsei vedy akid this' for» sd «mich' the 

gf^at^ reason to they are intended to iip^^i$f 

^ fw^ity of. thfiiebM et|H»fts from loelanJi; 

¥«esl^ :or uAf&sik, snd» «t. nsay' be eonsi^ 

• • • ' 
dfiipd-gpod'lneishandi;^^ diioiild be diriivaieil 

knmediately after being takmi' bht of tim 

m»% and untainted ; nor mnst there be any 

lean o$ skinHfish among it The heads most. 

}m ii«t/ofl^ the .enArails takcp ont^ the fish 

pijcq^eriyt sfiUt, in sueh a manner that tfae^ 

\jfim .be takian <Hit three joints below the 

na^el^ and the scales of the cde«&h^ mustl^ 

be scraped o£ Sudi fidias can be used for 

dried fish^ must be salted immediately on 

being cau^t^ with the necessary quantity of 

Ef^pehp^i fW awse. ot^Mor S!Of t equally use-* 

%i^. it idi)09ld[' be.weili deansed^ and after-i 

V>^4k pep^Hy auredi aOdoi^inf to tbv 
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NptMMndlMd.madt^ in sliidb a smuifir^lUl 
k mif obtaia the .fimpdr afipMraifiQe^ oMf 
k»p wdi^ Tlw^ Mcft^andl ev^ diing abii«t 
tbe neck, mutt Hhkmm ^ cut swajr^ bdoMi 
i^fOQciv^s the IwBtdvy'p c^ing* The AiM 
ftrix must be well worked aiid> tbemughly 
diried^ and not Mouldf^ Mtten^ uliinjr^ iW 
miBgottjr. Tbe neck nvatt 'benefit off inliiM 
it:n:half deiedy or aft laast) befbue itk-^re* 
wited and weighed; The A<e»b odd^reif 
npnt jbo deliirand imoiedUtely M its beitfg 
Ukad oat of the flpib^ the bMeehei «iu«t U 
whiila^ abd the roe ol ar rad color^ firaiy aMi 
iot ipawmiig* liie <hI mtiil b# elffpf attl 
ehbin^ aiid leam jIo jadwient. 

ilde« «&y land Atirf HkewiM alUftcb goodft ii 
SfflitS-^^ 1^ *>y farming..eii*4« 

^' '^'^* difibiQpt fopaiichei,ertiiMi are a^Wl 
bf the leetanderd^ must in general be el^»| 
warmiabie, and ^cH worked ; whereas^ with 
wsgafd to particulars, ibe directidnd eon*' 
kiivad'iii^e ^ec^Mrd ohapter^ ^14, iifuatbe 
^»tided t0«' Blitzes wali gio«ds iiiia5r pM^ 
be ^pkijred atfi nyueh better jidvttnt^lW 
trade «haB eiMitd "hitherto be 4^1^ iMiaV 
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TRAas or w&tiuLvt>. iriH 

tMCimtiiMn m ft oMirtefM 'OonpMqr^^ wm 
kf :4ta iiilidbiiiMto trf idi«' oottiiliy) «$^^Hll 
•RHIng «o ii)l{Af dietMfeH^t Id beMor iOiodel 
•f« om^ ' iMyf t0gt!|pecik ito reotive «olHe 4» 
mIi^ Mkabift ^ncDuragemeiri;, atebnling^ m 
gi tt a i W Hateite'^ «nd tenure cipptfcoAty if As 
]rfbt» we «f Meb.tfitteat; irti«t tkdf tmy. 
]MdQteia laMIe dftct: in Ibe «hidb* Vhtt 
itnkft liiU itidie pUyte 'trilli vesped: 4d Annnng 
Md iigridukute, twrfk in g^era^ ^*ibA '^m 
iM ^pttNlicirfit', In t6 4lr at wiy Mie muhjjr pdt 
ImHrif foriiM t^ orteipoftttif; 

tayeriWiiito In gafdeniiig, {Minting iff woddt^ 
I^mMi of «iim, poti^touMi) K«id o#iq^ therbi 
Ittid <it>C!lMi^ or lljr llie prdjier <Mlt««r0tibn isf 
K^^ral fcjndit of Icehndic herbs, useftd ifiir 
Ibod*; ^t MMrdkng to xntemnftanoei/ and 
tot€M)edttthtm>ii to%e mMk>i^itfa^ »agi» 
IMdy' to .iQ(iiV)tMtetti^5 HsLtsi 'ixltb pavdy aiowid^ 
teg ^ 4>tir MMlHlio«i liitiierib ^asseol v^ 

^i^'^fUr ' ^^^1^ did tiK vsi 1o be fiilaBt 
''''^''''*^ thdwil^ fleceWllfiglo k^jtbe tiuna 



atfs .< jim»mx.t. 
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hrraiiable cwtom. B«tt no perion "vrftoto^ 
ever^ whether a Btrimger or an inhabitaDt of 
the ooontry, iftiall be permitted to shcMr 
ekler*fowlSj» or destiny them wiUi dogs or 
nets^ under the penalty of three marks for 
every bird ; and ako ei^ery one that has been 
present at the time^ and has not immediately 
reported the offence^ shall fbifeit half thift 
anm: of which penalty the irifdrmer sbalf 
receive two-thirds^ and the poor of the paridi 
the other one^hindi after deducting the ex^ 
pences attending examining into the sune^^ 
unless it be done on such person V.owiiiv 
ground^ and in such a manner thM thf' 
neighbors cannot thereby sufier any !os( or 
damage. But^ on the contrary, should this 
be : done on another . ground^wner' s land, 
who may have adopted any peculiar method 
for the preservation of the eider^ucks^ either 
by making islets in the f resh-firater takes^ or 
by building of nests for the reception of 
such birds, or any other thing of the like 
nature, he shall pay tbfe damage according 
to law : and, whoever shaH be found guilty 
of having malevolently destn^ed ^or injured 
such receptacles, shall be punished by acrt^' 
minal fine. Neither shall the e^ be taken 
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09rt of the eyiy ; i^id, in siich places^ ^faate 
^ere^rfs eevers^l jcHUt miroerje^ (unless wiili 
tb^ ipiiitjial iconsent of all doncerned, and 
^pon certain days for such purpiise appoinled^ 
1^^ this opt to Ife done at any timeJal^ than 
tfiAhe pn4 of tbe week pr^cedipg the w<^ 
of St Joliin^, at Midsumoifer)^ sboald it 
be observed tbat tlm eider-4M<^ begins to 
iptive to some isletj or other pkce^ which is 
not tbe particular pro|pef ty q| any iodi vidmily 
there to deport its ^^^s^ it /iha^l |tt ^fst fa^ 
perx^ltted to; keep ^f^eggi^ both fbi^ tbe pw- 
jf^ of decoying it thj^re and # uilftring it , to 
inoies^e, until its increase §h^ have b^coine 
so visible tha^ the eggs noay be tal^w witb- 
oift d^tfiQ^fnt tP the broody and in caie any 
of the neighbors or othej* person^ act con-*.' 
tf^iy, hereunto^ he.shfdJl p^y g^c rix-^lollar 
af a /io^y of whieh ,||ie informer ^all receive 
two-thirds^ and the ppor of the parish the 
<^er dne^tbifd^ after, a deduction of , tbe law 
charges; wb^i^^ti on th# cootrary> those 
wbo strictly follow such preeaut^ns ^all be 
entitled to the rewards sti^ed in omr r^kt- 
tK>o, bearing 4at« tbe twe^t^iveeoiidvpf 
(Jjane,. 1784.. , , , 
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itm$Tf^ik^ War 4A»e4Sinber eneoiMMmetA 

]nodc of DFOCC- ^ 

Item will «iiir and ejctenvifon of some particaiafr 

phur tuid salt * 

jMfki. MUicsies of itidimtiy, it is Hkie^ 

iirise our most gmebus loteiitiim to oi^'tte 
«ulphur^worlc« at Huuse^g, and the salt- 
works at Reykencs, to ])ri?at6 adrentorers^ 
Ai4' -on reaseilaMo condt^ons; for whit^ 
•yiirpos«», diDSQ ceneertied hwe to &pp^ to. 
eOiii* MmmittM for c^gatating Icekndic affilft^. 
Aniy sb6^]4d any <md be ^i^tnied to ttasw 
^Ibe working of' lh« sulphur^mities, which 
m&m fermerly 4n drift tiear KretBerig; in the 
4iiftlrittt of GeMbringne, or to #ork any other 
Ooci^i4lsvaMe min«3,' ^r to itialte iartiier im* 
|M^>t^fl!»etits i^ the 4»«i(fiig ^sak itom tSw 
aea*^ wtfter^ tiy the assistance ' ^of the ^ bol« 
spmrgs, Mbh as are '40 'be 'foufid in the 
d^nict of fia#destrait#, srt Reykbolt^ sM 
posslbty {n sHindry o<(her 'places^ 11^ wquM 
tip^t ont'f' 4>eiiewith' eaiise^ the eaine to he 
petttikted) but 4ike^e tehcoinragee siuib en* 
deaiBova 'by proportionate' bcmattes.^ WHh 
:iNegard'to'lhe aolpfaur in general, *it shatMte 
])eMttt«d (or e¥ery (iersen4o .nial:e«the>bart 
use of it^ to the extent of bb tkiiitf^ Md 



1%A0X or iceiaAnd. d6s 

he may ^d it; with the sole 
i ierwitieu i tfatt this mmt be done with the 
ooiit^it of Ule land-dwnery in case it should 
bd diKSoveredin any plaice beyond the limits 
of thb diioorwer' 8 dim grounds^ 

kotoan^ement W mdi miMTals 88 are fouod 
SSwSPSb?^ in this country, whether of earthy 
4tMfp- tttndj or stone, every oie is aU 

iowi^itb tmdbe free use^ provided tbrt they 
are found on the moontmis, public roads^ 
or oilier phMses, tiot the property of' any 
jMtrtieuhir perspti. And, as several ol ttxt 
atony 4dtid are fennd to be very usefal for- 
bttildittgs and other uses, such persons as 
flMy be willing to break them, may (oa 
a* -request for soeh purpose having been le*^ 
gaily made) have a right of proper^ 
granted ^m to such piaoes, provided they 
are tiot ^ already the property of others ; but, 
should the case be otherwise, they must 
make* an agreement for such puipose with 
the proprietor of the soil ) and the mag^ 
trsey AM likewise take eare that noo^ 
WidiOttt sirfBcient cause, deny another per-^ 
ion the liberty of using such kinds of 
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products^ in retard: for a iT^soriabte^iribMwii* 
Jedgement, if th^.ore of. aayg 09nwr<HifWH>i 
and if he either camot, lor wiiL iioQ.tiiaiBO 
use of them . himaeUl - .Tho.stoievdbaU/ bEl 
the case with! nmdry^ other momjvie Uin^a 
of mineral substances^ sueh as gypsam mA 
lime-stone, crystal^ ^bpa^^ calcedony^ agabf^ 
jasper, seolit^, and NwAom *wts ^ jplffiMMf; 
mattery and e«»en .tlM)a9;perm^4^|¥lM>;^^^^^ 
williog to poliab wfth^atpp^.fo^ ornamOM^ 
|iiiifpo$es (foi: whifh eg^^p^f^ffMi^tifMiplf/ifmA 
them to h0 Vjpry witablfOt f^Y^^^lHlif^lP ^ 
iisoompeiised according;. . jto , , o wt ^ l^^ lti ltrw 
provided that well; lin ^i({iwi(n«RKfili|||[ 
apptor. to .promifce..Ai;b«iiil%k|l iJvMdl^Kii^ 

SjSKSdi;;- it ^^^ inai^<ier, wb^llip^ 

?^*L^a?r' way Bjtpect rewanb MO^PJiUm 
ofdiift-timbe?. nQc^r^inj^ fy^4»r<;«i«ifijtwPlf%./^^ 

$faaU disG<)ver BvA^ymrj^ pitrt^»UA<9l»<fbf^ 

find out easier meUiods oC i^reakin^ii^fm^ 

iising su^ur^bmad -fQom ..^ >;^^ 

which. purpc«wt ih^ imagistr»«iy:jjihaU^i^ ^ 
awMwenhefoee desp^^d^ 1»»^ .thR^vip^ 

malqi?lg. the., n^^lparjr. i»gr94i9^f|My^ 

birnekof the aoil^ i9.thi(,be«ft j^oMWl^iinf^ 

»■ 

•1 ^ Al Jw/ 



mti'J'^the 4<^ifi-tiiiiber, vrhkb is pnkqcipa% 
Miiid: in* tfaeltaovtliernV north«wesiterh, aod 
north-eastern coasts^ must doubtless^ as 
heretofore^ remain the property of those, 
who are lords of the shore; but, it hav- 
•ift^ Bfeai proft^d by; expei^ience, thj^t the in- 
RalMtant^, iVoni- 'disficienc^ of means, cannot 
iMffidientlj take adl^ntage thereof, it is our 
Hi^cidas wiU and pleasure, that, by thfe 
interference of the magistracy (iat sufch 
^iifces, and where it is usual for sUdk kin4 
t>f^ timber' td ' feb fclind) in all cas€i$ Where 
^pQl!6s may ari^e, '(in equitable H^emetA 
ihilVJbe made between the prdprietot^ <^ 

c 

tti^'^iilf, and sudh- others as nlight possibly 
hrtjeiid making a continual use of th^ ptetce; 
for their own benefit, with regard to nlmkin^ 
fhie Bfesl? use <tf such timber. Aiid, tinder 
sstich iiirctlmstances, the undertakers of all 
'^Vich Concerns may expect having some or 
ifcflher gratuity allowed them, proportionable 
to the purpose intended ; and more especialfy 
iri W ikv as they inay intend to make use of 
tibe%{d timber for building of large boats; 
fthd' other veskek i¥t for fishing by sea, and. 
Mie ieiarriage of goods; Ibr Which ]iorposei 
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S6S APPENDIX, r. . 

those places where such advantages Uip^j^ 
ataAd in greater need than others aloi^ ikit 
eoast^ ' •. ' * 

Ofwbitadvtfi- Tradespeople, :who may be f»f 
XJli^cb cK«6d to settle' in Iceland, inay 
i^SSTS^fS ^o »o w5*o«« hindrance or itio^ 
to the countiy. lestation, not only in the traKd)fl| 
towns, but even in the country, it fafifisg 
|)ermitted, by the placard of the eightoieatll 
pf August, 178^1 in its 14^ artide^i fcf 
every one to carry on whatever lawidl tnvii| 
be Baay think proper in the country, by^^ 
best means in his power, mercantile blisineii 
pnly excepted,' as expressed in § 3, of thf 
second ch9pter ^ of this ordinance. ; Sudi 
tradesmen as are of the greatest mili^ 
to the country may likewise expect M 
have a royal assistance granted them ist 
their establishing themselves in sofaie W 
other of the trading towns in Ic#llMh 
fi)ch as weavers, hat-makers, fellmoogsii, 
ropemakers, blacksmitba and whiti^aiith% 
joiners, coopers, house and ship c»rpe t ilta^ 
bricklayers, and stoneHqutters. Sucft pt^of^ 
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w h e d iet thej ate masters^ or journeymen 
mho . have per^dy learnt their trade, may 
in consequence apply to our treasury! where 
they will receive the necessary information 
of what advantages may be granted them^ 
aecordipg to ciTCum3tance8, eftid the several* 
lacal aituaitionsc but before that they come 
fiptrnraid with such requests, they must he, 
duly provide4 with attests from* the magis- 
(^"aiyw^om it may concern, and also with 
the needful proofs of their eapacity. Such^ 
ittd^ accmdiog to circumstaiices^ still greater 
•Amitapai will be ^pranted to those, who 
iBwy^ablish larger manufactories, and those 
Ijbsit may prove more useful to the country 
^iome of whichy such as ropemaking and 
jiirriery^ have, already in former times been 
followed with good success)^' and, more 
l^peeiallyy if oecasbn should thence arise 
pf vmng the raw products of the country 
jn .d.more bepeficial manner, or if the 
;il<mla . of . the . country might thereby be 
Ibe more . ea»ly supplied ; under which 
|Nmi oome ftsh^ ^e, and isin^ass: the 
^viajiiiog use of horse-hair for various pur? 
^fmif»f i)Oi which it. may be rendered serr 
viceable; different sorts of earth and clay 



kf. ptiistUig oDkOT) Medi s^mnk-i^pfMmlm 
of juppert, wbich mttiie 'tt^|Mi|rft\M hain 

' % All* , j^ 

i^ What man. Woolfen {^Oodf hn^Hlgi ft«K 

SJiuJeo?^^^^ *» WW aricbut itmet, bet n; tbi 
Iherrtcdt «»^i^*' waniifiiatw ^ ihe hm 

tii>^i«^ foQtid a tokrtbljr gcradl Araim^ 

partly even in fore^ coQhbries^ thmr^ onvti 
profit will "pcobaUy aliimilate t^inbdbiMili 
in future to csorilmae iixevtiiig rthiif^'iMpEvM 
indiisfvy in the impnonrenamt cf ^ibislmiA'lif 
goods, flttt "WhA Ai&&mckt Kurta #i€kMf 
Would now be most pra6t|iUe for them M 
ivfork, and <9f .what quality, they oiigkt.tift 
'bey<wiU in fi(t»fe solely dq^eiKl. upon -« mH* 
toal agreenlent iKtweai^ tiie tr«d€^r&mEcl:tli» 
inhabitants I and^ coiwequeiitly^ th^ tpwlfifet 
^emselves must ifurnish tlie inbabiAanti 
imth such samples and ioSorvMti^ 9Mmak' 
ling to wteieb tbiey way deem » it nostidbr 
'vantagiKiiis. hr tht latter to w<atik» Nai4 
'ivhen the inhabitant baw imdnrtabniy sBr 
cording' to such samples^ inlbraiatiot^ orifNrfh 
ti^rn^ to make tbt gooib bos|Kikm)^ trhiitar 



limf^ib&imnjbm^ BlwkAiigi^ or wo«4fen itnfi^ 
tiyjr^OQgliifdttgeflttyito m^AiMina to feUofir 
MJdi'dii»tticHis; ilr :wiH iOoMeqiiQiitiy hi tto 
present case, solely depend upon such goods 
being duly ^nd properly manufactured^ in 
ii^pd to vvtiieh the'' directions contained 
shl>§ fl^4^ the secbtwl cbar]iter are to bfi| 
^^MtlpMl&weA I rnkmiev^^ our the contrary^ 
iU thar^diilectioiis and «i0thods which hav6 
iMbetto Uctft reNKimvfeemied by our Golfege» 
sod eml vatngmtdmi p^sons, relative to thv 
VsiiMifiMiliif^ &c.> of sundvy kinds ^f wooU 
kii gooi^^ henetofece w u«e^ are h^reitkh 
nmiikd and- put opt ol fovoe^ from the 
§nt Jauutiry^ IfM* Btit m the groiind 
mk: ivbteh tfae' foresaid ordinenees- are iflh 
vilkkted, is loiely^tbisi that they refer tt> 
mataisty mf^iUmi iktnds cf goods^ which may 
WttdtTga mudb alteralioii by opening a free 
tradft s sd on the oltier Imnd^ the inhabfttaoto 
^ Iktt country, idH as smeb as tliey oiaitiif 
fttMnrttiia osAimMUiss Uikerto^tn-uie^ must 
it^m^xm^ to^di^mwth »a«mer w4ia# been 
JlarfllolMeiprweribed^ Hke nM^stiwy haim 
iik § tn9hvtj what laay diiipates itrise, as w^ 
m^titimt^ tmi in odner wies^ caar^tiUy to e«k» 
tsikiM aodhidctariiikie^ jrktetbai die atf^oMi 



^ctotllf are good and raficiMt Mr Mtril* 
though that the paitiooiar regulil^M»tfi^ 
tberto prescribed ma^ no kmger.'he ftppln 
cable* 

EncDurHementt Wc havtng «0 SlUCh ths 

J^Sn'^^oJ*'* e^e$ker reason to expert that 
««Qiiciisood<. the maniii&cttii^ of wooHen 

goods will in ftttnre be improred^ so lllat 
the inhabitants of Iceland tafmy hw ^ eailteg 
fabricate diflferent kinds of wooHen stidlbt 
applicable to different us^, and if hioh'WtjF 
be brought to greater peHection, i^heoMer 
a better mode of spinniiig and wea^g 
shall become more generri amoiig theaii i»e 
should learn, with the most gracions satis* 
faction, that any of our own subjecti or 
Ibreigners would use their endeavors ttf'i^* 
trodnce some or other kind of benefldal 
mamrfaetory, by- which die. giieat »< jq«ttti t y 
of wool grown there mi^it be iiied:i«tith 
pmfit for alLolir other states ami dottiioiMs; 
in whiiith case, «he undertMEem of aMh 
estabNshmetits tmy expect having aainlile 
^couragenient given them 'fw pecmdibg 
p^in^ the fir^t attendant expenoesi or §af 



nuu»P4lSrii«xwan>. -tfS 

&iiM0d. Hieim^ bImU aWo.uke pkiw 
ivitb icg«rd to the piAiiii&cUNy now ^^^ 
bi»bed at. R^keyig (vtrhich it is pur:i998t 
gneiom inlbmt to yield uppn very reason* 
able conditions^ to such per9ons who may 
th^wfiaMi asiake application to our ci^ip* 
ittstioBfim for the ^aanaging of the Ide- 
landie eooHii^ee)^ as well as , to sevetal 
eiher institiiticipS' of the Jike ni^nre; swh 
es pi^tviding the m^nbers of the work- 
iMMise with (Work .that is. most suitable for 
timm, mmg a dyes'a bfiuse and a j^taiup* 
W9«iU in .^; Qoilb . eourilryy and. lyh^t* 
ti9GB other impvotements may be made in 
the iwodllen; manii&atory. 

Cttiic»miii|tiifi JHorsover jwcb weavers of lyotU 

encourago- 

»«»<»• . .leu cloth and linen, who are Mk^ 
eliMd.tOiestablidi themselves^ in some trader 
lag iMrn io Iceland, mmy expect that sntt^ 
>ahfeu eneodfigelnent will be giantadtfaMWi, 
aecoAdiAg to ckmimfiiiioest &r their esta^ 
bMabmeiiCy and -- fyt . the peosaeutipn of their 
bMMWsp ; and use- tfaffffinre do,, not only 
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far the piwettt^ ptoitiise mmy w tiiiw «ff 
iraollen or linen a propoitiomble i pm n mm 
for eviH7 person whom they fthdl pnov^i ttf 
have been duty taoght the art of tplndtng^ 
and weaving, but al^ that^ if wetf df tbiWr 
perions^ who (aoQordtng to tAit .{Jan hy !i» 
hid out in the year 17B0^ ^^ oor kkigdom 
of Denmark) ht^e been taught in *Att ma^ 
ftilfaetories eatablished in thcM ' kingdoim, 
ahall be disposed to establiiph themtel vea w 
leelaad, for the pcnpese of thatr ibttowii^ 
the profettion that thiey bate learated; the 
first twelve that may no 6Stt thedifldvwf 
shall, beaides, be endkied to a prenrnps ^ 
twenty riK^^ars annttuHy for the- intfe 
twenty years ; but- in aoeh ease H wW ho 
required, that they are provided with a certi^ 
ficate, duly attested by the master of the 6c« 
tory, of tbair beasf thoronghry otfplMlsttartedi 
and sika declaring that ^ey ehall contkme 
thei# prafesaioa £>r that spaoe «f time, muk 
lebfltiimatty keep cnt^ihof m their eviploy^ 
wim'sbail be fully inebtietod in ttusrhnai^ 
iwss^ in the coufsoiof* Ave yeanu jAnd^be* 
aides whidi, a fnagiatrate,. or som&^otlMa 
ofieer, ahali, together 'with -a defgynMH^ 



be ^Ue to attest thtt lie has aetuaUfand 
Qilltill«a^y.beea €i«ploj^ piofeMum 

tnog^ hii% and. that hia master has ful^ 
fitted hia obl^tioii of hajiring at least cm^ 
i^pjlfrentice, who shatt have been fully ifH. 
trjocted ia the coorse of five years^ And 
m&y persQiiy eitW woolico or linen vtear 
ym»f wha sba^l deouuEid a preaiiiun , foe 
^viag; V^c^bt iip ap{M:eatices ta his. basin 
ip^s^ ittas^ psodace en, attest, as . beforesaidjt 

ft 

firoiB 9QV^e ministerial person, proviag that 
tiJKt #l^a^»is (borpi^Iy inatriM^tad sa hia 
«f|, atid iil;^!i»ise<pmdiK^ smnpl^ 

fk^fli ia to the proper josagislsate^ of itim 
ability of ths apprentice* Ia case of aojt 
feceigti tn#8(eir tladesniaii^ .or jouri^eyouMfit 
n^ hpa tlsanltt^ly kariiad hia biisiiie«s| 
apfilyiiig to ib^ «Mtgiitras|r ioi anj^ of cot 
§€Sh-p0rt tefrns^ for a^ passage i^vec to lot;! 
laad> with io^ot thete to s^ie, her may iqim 
asediatelgr, oa -living saffioieiit prooik of hm 
aMlity) expect Uk^^irise to enyqf atl tbe ad** 
ifantagas bald ««il> apd also . ta participatii 
ia tbe Ineed^ifiM allowed to . lbr€%Qers ii) 
j^«nl in I^riaad^ by^ tbe placard of tba 
dglrteenUi Angmt^ and tbe .ordinanee d 
the sieve9teet)th ^November of last year* 



•*"^l*" ^ It 11 besides dor will and i4ea«' 

•piniung and « 

«re«irioff of sure, that (for* the better enooo- 

wooUeng tnd ^ 

fina»* ragement of the inhabitants to 

ittend^ witfi all p988ible indostry^ to such 
fnanufiictoiy, a peculiar premitsm be ap* 
pointed for woollen goods ooade in Iceland^ 
from well-assorted' wool^ and of the finest 
qnality; and also previously, for the fimi 
ten years^ a premium of ^10 per cent, oil 
fte value of the cotton, 'fi»[, and hemp^' 
3^m' there spun by tale-reels. It is, hMr«* 
ever, incumbent on timse who epply im 
such premttums fbr yams, to prodMe tiuel 
iieedful ottstom-hoiise attests on the qMn«* 
titles so imported from Icehmd > into our 
kingdoms and provinces, as likewise to makd 
attestittion on oath, both of the value^ ani 
riso bf its beii^ actually spun in Icdaed^ 
on which point, howev^, we* wiU*^ nofc^ 
for the said space of ten yeafs, < presbriilMl 
any fixed rule, neithler with regard to the 
fineness of the spinning, but leave the same 
entirely to the agreement made between th^ 
parties concerned, it being their joint i»« 
ferest to have the yarn spmi to the utnosk 
fineness that the quatity of the wool will 
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permit It Is likewtse our wUi'thtt a 
ftble prtmium be allowods ftr ^e same space 
of 'ttme, for weaving of coafee cloths and 
linens^ 4hi0ijr us^ in Jceland, in such wise, 
diat a preotiuin of half a skiiliog per ell afaail 
h$ paM for ewny ell of coarse ch^ha and 
yneosi add ode skilling ibr r every ;dl of 
iner cloths Or luiem^ whiift .tfiU ill dfaft 
taokn ; the persons eoneeraied pvfxridin|^ 
tbemselves with ftn atteat AtMa ,|i.>nagiit 
tenal persoUf and .a dfifgysnn^ dftiieatsaa 
mA qiial^ of thf pieces lh<li%» mateei) 
;Mi«h pe«90(iii^as <haiee partmdady . etiaMiiA 
tiiemaelfes aa spiMiiag^alid. w^ttf^/iM^ 
«iped:^ that tbejTy in ease ofi their hekig 
4dicknt of the necessir3r implemealt^ Ji^ 
he ^teitoQsly sapplieii hy .i^s,. im fiituM^ai 
kitheftdy with sone Banish Jooqie^ .Mf^kktm^ 
whaels, hasps, and .caidi» lU aoimviinj^iia 
^iMimateaceay aiid pr«^poMl8j:.to/he.oia(^ 
hf the magifllarates. .• <'' ; • ^ * ' 









3Mn[|<««f^ ii^itatiim vwbiehiiiw ft«rejMl 

wooUeiu ana 



fifing loAltndem <to \m taught §n ffie 
<yf spnustiig and: wesvitig of w^lfeii aiid 
liiien goods (pffitly at the manufacture of 
Jfoikevig, M J^eelandl^ and partly in other 
tttaiiafactoriBs, h$te m,l)enmatk)y on oob^ 
ilitioii^of their again rettfrAing to I^e^lftn^l^ 
uid;tiidm praetiijAg the knoWladge that 
liito been taught them^ will foe cofitiniMdL 
jil^ .fiwfsald imtftMion ait Itdl^evig, ahiH 
4»e;^O0iitiiiuiid uiltfi tlie term of^yeata af^ 
jpointtd ia tax^rcd ; or 4jkitiV 4hii ^ed 
fiiMiiier tal fifilieefi pa{}il8r/ <l)vee froHi oMft 
4af the frre dis(H«ft» ^ Oe§m4,'Mme^^ 

#Kii<k^^y inataMied^ both in spiiMifiql 
ikoA .wcMitig. During the time -that th^ 
iEN^ }ao»I«amii^, /tib^ 4k|U' ha^ free hptit4 
vpd'WgiugV antf'the nee^l dothitig fifl' 
4bi^iliat< and^ aithmgh* thsNrtbe term^lf 
f^piei^eallip ia getiprally fii@ad^&M^tfaMb 
or four years, yet thk shall i^^b^^iASf^ 
impediment to those who may within a 
ahorter time, so perfeet^ themselves,' tfMit 
ihqy may ibe dieafieitflt<to work :0)r thedl^ 
mAvm^ and afteawatda tb' taach ^others, lito- 
toedttteiy vdlufiMig 4idme ^hg^« The dfi^ 
Ibiiat jpdgei pui^ however, tiM at present 



nor hereafk^r^ ipropofie* odier siibjeotftr fiie 
hieihg iangbt at our leia^eiice^ than wdAj^ <tf 
whom they may witlv cerlainty expect^ t^c^ 
after having been completely taught^ will 
again refcitm add joarij. on .their ptofe^oil^n; 
and. if aujT oae (^ould) request taibai^ kkk 
ciiiMfen or relatiooB Itakm to leam ttlp^ 
ViismetS) liis abaU Hm iAiige him adf^ /nflfit^ 

4beir being ptufperly bdutiateiti.foritr toipren 
i^diis th&m witlll oppdrtqixity f^^for ^mrryibig 0l!| 
€beir workb II laeing liirtsndQd.fhat aufsb 
fmaidm^ m MMW as>|tfa&^Jb8fV!ii[(^>^infd.ttha 
^ttoedfid - ^mAlsiaac^, 1 ^should > ( again ^ ; roturii^ 
^d settle, id the diatxidlB £nokn whincetth^ 
were taken^ ii^'^rd^f'^ifceto to 'exterid itb 
<rt;bers what tliey have themselves been 
taught; Ebc! wliieh {mvposei^«eaeb«nafiffllatt 
n^t .only .be, provided with a loom^ and 
every female with one ^ or two good spin« 
fiing-vrfaeels^ but they shall also receive 
tome ilssistance towards their establishment, 
and afterwards receive tftfo' nx-^ollairs pre- 
mium for every one^ whom they shall have 
educated in ttiat couiilry^- during the first 
twenty years; and to the persons taught, 
will likewise be given some' implements 



for their business gimtki all onl condithnt 
of tbe same being dvAy proved^ aroordii^ 
to ^14 of this chapter^ 



According whereto^ we herewith direct 
and ootiiniand our couirts^ eommanders of 
distt^ictS) baronsi bishops^ judges/ pveri^ 
dents, burgomasters ai^ oouuctls^ sheiift; 
magistrates, and all others, to wbtMn t&^e 
presents may come, that tHey cause &e 
same to be immediatriy read. and pabltsheH 
in'all proper pboei, for general infermalioBU' 
6hren :at our palace of Chrktiatidborgy ift 
our royal residential city of G>pefilbageiv 
Ike thirteendl of Jane^ IJBf. 

Giten under our Toyal hand and seal. 

Christian R. 
Seal. 

RfiVSMTLOW. JIaNSEN* 

C0LBK>RNS£N» VqrNDBAN. 



, « 



Ttchxi bip tcMxsD, i8l 



WherAy iundry arHpks^ eoHS!0rning fhe trait to Ic^loAi^ 
. ,^v , are more specifically laid ^Imon. , ; . 



> 



Wcy his foyal raajesty's, the king of 
D^hmitrk ind Nomay, &c,, ka, appointed 
presrciehtV deputie^^ and assessors in the 

' ihfetfftier faf . taxies 'a»d inter^t^ db herewith 
certify; that, it having api^arec^ that the 
n^ei^ahtile persons in Iceland hav<e, in 
some iti&by miseohitroed ^ome parts, both 

tin tWe 'ordinanlje 6f the thii^teehth of June, 
I7Sf, and Utso iti other regalattons issued 
cbnc^mng the ti^de and navigation td Ice- 
landi, in a qliite contrary ndiattner to the 
meahii^ ahd intent of th^ said oi'dinances, 
it has pleased his majesty, by his resotutioA, 
bei&ring d^te thie thii'tieth o^ last ofibnth, 
to deenl it ntedful to give a further eluci- 

' dation t6 the said parts or pi'ssaj^es, dccord- 
itig 'whferko the mielgistracy of the districts 
therein concerned hiave to act and direct 
thiemselves, so' i»' t6 ptevetit all fraud and 

' deceit on behalif or part of the traders. And 
therefbre Ws. ntiijesty, Ibf the' purpose of 
the int^nlof the skid mbst gracious Iresb* 
I VOL. II, a c ' 
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lution being the better, carried into efiect» 
has graciously been pleased to add the foU 
lowing articles^ to be observed and obeyed 
by all whom it may concern; These parts 
are, the placard concerning throwing open the 
Iceland trade, bearing . date the eighteenth 
of August, l7S6y in its 13th ^; the ordi- 
nances concerning the liberties gf anted to 
the trading towns, now forming in. Iceland^ 
. bearing date the seventeenth of ^ November, 

1786, in its 15th ^; apd the befipire-men- 
tioned ordinance of the thirteenth of June, 

1787, in its second chapter, §^ 3 and. 11; 
several traders having takeji advantage there- 
of, to extend their trade to a far greater 

. degree than is expressed or specified in the 
ordinances given concerning tjhe free trade, 

.when taken in their proper intent and 
meaning. In order therefore to prevent 
such ' abuses, which, in process of time, 

. might be productive of the most dangerous 

.consequences to the commercial trade in 
general, his royal majesty has been most 
graciously pleased to ordain, that the pri- 
vileges, which are granted to the trading 
towns, by the, ordinance of the seventeenth 
of November, 1786, in its 4th, 6th,^ and 
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7th §^5 compared with the placard bearing 
date the eighteenth August^ next preceding, ' 
in its 12th §/ oh which the parts before*' 
stated are founded (namely the 13th ^ of the 
placard; the ordinance concerning the pri- 
vileges of the trading towns^ in its 15th ^; 
and the ordinance of the thirteenth of June, 
in its secpnd chapter^ 2nd and 11th ^^), 
do not refer to others than suqh as keep 
bed and board in the trading towns^ and 
carry on a constant trade there; and like- 
wise^ that the country traders^ agreeably 
to the ordinance of the thirteenth of June, 
1787^ in its second chapter^ 12th and 13th 
^§, shall likewise be under the obligation 
of carrying on the trade^ as well in winter 
as in surnmer.' the result whereof is:— 

Sec the placard («) ^^^^ ^hat is Contained in 
^^^y^ru^ ^^ placard 15th §, the ordinance 
1793, § 1. .concerning the privileges of the 
trading towns^ in its 15th §, and the second 
chaptery2nd and llth §j^, concerning such 
citizens, is not to be otherwise understood, 
than regarding such as have established 
themselves in the trading towns, and as 
carry on trade there both in winter and 
sumiiieF, either by themselves^ or by their 
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ackQQw|e4g^ factor> .fi?3q9rt whs^t ip Qtber- 
lyise m?fitioiied in the last-cited four place$^ 

\iz. that they may tfa^e tq or withj vjrhat- 

eve? foreign place tljiey ^iU, cannot^ if 
meant to be out of the distri^t^ be other- 
lyise under^tpod^ than as merely applicable 
tp the special trade pf the ships^ whi^ch 
shall have lain four wpeks^ without haying 
commenced any trade with th^ f;oi;intry; 
either by haying thrown Up ^oipe sheds, 
or by baying there, erected some building; 
and they sl^U likewisie be. alljii^w^d: to. Hq, 
and carry on trade, but only ip th^. proper 
trading towns, pr iQ sudb outrport? as ure 
either permitted by' the liber^tipn; of th^; 
trade, ot may hereafter be, eriected^ with 
the approbation of 6ur chamber of ta^eft 
and interest, — 

See placard of (*) Th.^t oo man, Who shall 
Ai^iinm. ^^^® established himself in any 
§ land 2. trading town, or. in the district, 
belonging to it, and shall have taken his, 
burgbership there, either personally, ojr, by. 
his factor, shall establish any trade \\i any, 
other trading town, or in the district thcsrcs^ 
unto appertaining, under the plea of having, 
either by hin^self, or by hSi facibor^taJ^^Q l^fe 
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b»rgl^ei»hip. at suish {i^ei Qt Under the 
pi^text of tb^ U&trbieotion^d owryiag oa 
ti^ there p^ hia own ocepu^t ; an^ there* 
fore he shall be obliged (in ca^e of the 
magistriicy finding his assertion of carrying 
on 4rade there for liis owA account, to he 
liable' to suspicion), to make deposition 
upon: oath ;bisfore the court, that all the 
goods in which he ooieans to trade, as well 
import as ex^pqrt goods, arje tp hi|Q. solely 
bfelonging, ^od ^ot to any p^rspi^ in. any 
other ^i^rict. 



Sec, piacaid of (0 Th^at such persons, belpng^ 
f^^Ji^l^^ ing to Denmark, Norway, or the 
i,2/and3 f§, provinces, who are inclined to 
carry oh a trade in the country, ^shall like-^ 
wise form an establishment in the trading 
towns, raise buildings, and there take 
burgbership, or at^ les|st so do by their 
fi^Qtpr, who. iia such <;£^e shall k^p his- 
house and ofQce, and carry on trade,. both 
in winter and summer, without doing which, 
he may not trade with any inland town, 
excepting as a special trader, for the 
space ofrfour.weel^s;: and consequently he 
npiist |](ot employ any other factor in hi». 
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stead, and' have siveh a pei'son miide a 
burgher, and still less shall he employ ahy', 
farmer in carrying on trade for him during 
the winter. 

According whereto, all persons ooncemed 
h^ve to gQvern themselves. 

Chamber of Tax^.and Iniere$t, Ut Jme, ITMf 

(Signed.) 
BEVBMTiiOw. Hoe. 

HaKSEK* ; * CoLBiORNSEK. 

KOLLE. SCHIONNING. HaNSEN. WorMS- 
KIOLD. BUDT. M. VON EsSEN. MaNKE. 

Hameleff. Johaksen. Vorndran. Wadrin. 

gundelach. 

SULDEN. 



V * 



«3rd Jprdj, 179S. 

PLACARD, 

0^'kenhy sundry pasiagei in the Placard cf the Ist of 
June, 1792, are more particularly explained, far pre* 
tention of the establishment of any prohibited trade in 
Iceland t and of other misuses in trade, which have 
there taken place. 

We, his royal majesty's, the king of 
Denmark and Norway, &c.> &c., appointed 
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pfeif^dec^t, ' deputips^ aijtd a8M8SfE>rS':in: the 
chamber of taxes and iipterest^.^o^tiiei^with 
certify^ ' t^t h^s . ipyi^I majesty ' hc^vingi by . | 

hifi j*e$olatioa of; date, the thirtieth/^: May 

Ja$t{ jjsar^ which : \fas^: : made public f;by the 
cbafi^hfr of taxes^ ^c.^ { in a placard of the 
first of Jane next foUojij^ing,. beea giiaQiDusly ' 

.ple^c4 to give. a more loll explaoationiCon- 
ceraipg some passag^Sr^ both in the ordi- 
nance of the thirteeenth of Januar)^;* 17875 

.concernii^ the commerce and'u^vigatioh of 
Icelandyand also in sundry, other regvl^tioiis 

'therei^njto appertaining, wbkrh have iq^part 
been misunderstood^ fpr the prevention . pf 

. fraci^ and deceit on the part of' the traders ; 
h^s iiiajesty has now again thought proper^ 
in order that the intent of the ^s^id/ mo^t 
gracious resolution may the better be ac-^^ 
coi;nipUshed^ to give the following' articles^ 
bearing date the seventeenth of' this months 
for. the observation and notice of all con- 
cerned. 

1. That, exclusive of what is ordained in 
the foresaid placard^ .letter a^ it shall be 
strictly prohibited . to expose; goods for sale 
to the farmers^ or any others whomjioever^ 






5«8 Ap^fcNfiiit.frr ^ 

<n< t3 8«n(f any p6i§on9 6iiT Whh '^c^ Ibr 
sate mfo'fhe country; mid ako thS£*t<^i^d- 
^Ver sbdfll be found to have acted here utlfo 
Contrttfyj "or against '\i^at' is oWlaiVi^ in thte 
{>%card afor^silii], shyrbie ptHnitlied By a 
toufct df tme-fourA jtert 6f the vaFtft oFtfee 
goods in #hich such trade' is tei¥tea'6A; as 
wcfll 6f the cargo brobgh* 6n siiortij a^bfiHe, 
ifcehildic goods so purchase t ^^^ ^lii^ffi'^r 
it be the^ master or the mate of a v^sel;tfHo 
*has utidei^takeh t6 carry oh such a tti&i[ fie 
srhall besides be fined twehty rix-doHknTi* ami 
such Ic^land^rs, o> other personsi ^srafetiShey 
fti the island, who sliatf sui9fer thenfiselffeS^o 
be detected ih siifch ilHch trade, shd^ Hk4- 
wise incuir a penalty df-froni five t?6 t^ 
rixvdoUafs,' accoi'dihg to circumstahc^af? 

2, The same piiiiisfirment' shall Itkc^iSe 
be iriflicted on the traders e^stabliKbid m 
Iceland, ^ho shall act contrary to what 
is ordained per letter i, in the ]^aeard. 
The traders from Denmark<i Norway, and 
•the provinces, whfo, iti their trade to-'lce- 
]<tnd, shall otnit atWding to the c&nttHAn 
of the pfacai'd id letter 4 sliall bepdVii^hM 
in like nbfan'ner. . .: 
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3, But, on the <5ontraiyj . if the tra4er4 
from Denmark^ Norway^ and the provinces^ 
^hall^ agreeably to what is 4^rected by the 
placard, in letter e, establish a fixed trade 
in the trading towns^ aiid there keep house 
mid office, or at least do so by their faotdr^ 
they shall have a right to trade with any 
inland towAs thereto authorised, in the dis- 
trict of such traditig town $ afnd such factors 
shall, agreeably to the plac^rd^ be obliged 
to take their burghership4 whereas, such 
&cto^s and other servants, as are em-> 
ployed by liuerdiants who have taken * the 
houses of trade effects and materials and 
who have then^selves taken their burgherA* 
sfaip, shall be excused from taking burgher* 
ship. ' 

' 4, It fhall be totally prohibited to grant 
letters of burghership to the peasantry; and 
such letters of bui^hership, as may have 
already been granted to such persons, shall 
be revoked, and annulled, unless they are 
willing to establish themselves in the trading 
towns, and there only carry on trade as 
burghers according to their privileges ; but 
^ey shall in no wise carry on trade at their 

9P 
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httWf uifdef pmritjr of bfeing: lonUfted* jas 
foresaid* 

5^ If any free dr private tnldm' ahall be 
found to remaib aod carry on- ttadb at the 
trading town^ after the expiration of the 
four weeks granted* by agreenieiit; or att 
the authorised out^-porter^ aiid there cariry 
on trade; then^ and in such cme^ all siicb 
persons^ b^ they masters^ mateA^ or seaiUeil^* 
shall pay a penalty of four rix-doUairs^ foif 
every day^ that it shall be lawfiiUy proved 
they have staid above the said time, 

6, And liloewisd^ such priv^ate. trad^^^ 
as live in out^orts^ where there has noit 
been any proper or«authorized trading towri> 
or in the fiords and baysj for the purpose 
of tradings shall be stlibject t6 the' penalties 
ascertained by the Ist ^. 

7^ One fourth part of the fines kfofesaid^ 
shall be given to the infortner^ one fbnrdi! 
part falls to the justiciary box^ one foiirdt 
to the house of corrtetion^ and the other* 
fourth part^ if the fines are under ten ris^« 
d6lUrs> to the poor of the parish ; bnt^ if 
it exceeds ten rix-dollars^ it shall be given 
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to the poor of the whole district ; and the 
merchant, in whose district such unlawful 
trade is carried on, shall not only * be 
authorized to give information thereof^ but 
also^ in the absence of the magistracy^ shall 
have power, with tlie assistance of people 
employed for the purpose, to lay a sequester 
on the goods, on condition of his immediately 
requiring the magistracy to take a legal 
survey and estimate on the same, and there- 
after to proceed in the cause to its conclu- 
sion, according to agreenient, and at the 
expence of the person implicated* 

According whereto, all persons have to 
conduct themselves. 

Chamber of Taxes and Interest, 93rd April, 1798* 

(Signed) 

R£V£NT|X)W. Hoe. 

Hansen. Colbiornsen. 

kolle. schionning. wormskiold. budt. 
M. VON Essen. Meincke. Hameleff^, 

JOHANSEN. VoaNDRAN. WaDUM. 

GUNDELACH, 
Clerk. 

FINIS. 
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AAff^NtftL renuurbibte' bbillK^ fountain, t ^ ^. 
itfcer6t, Mfo his account of a vapor-bath in Finland^ 

I. SlTl hote. 
Adam, Dt,, his incorrect account of Iceland and of 

Hecla> I. 148. note, 
AEtna, dates of the eruption* of, ix. 107. nHe. - 
Agreement, copy of the, between the English aild Ice« 

' landers, ii. 99. 
Afreiur, ii. 136. 

Akaroe, y'lAit to the island of, t. 41— ^birds of, t. 42, 43. 
Akra-Jiel, a remarkable mountain> u 976, ^91< 
Alca arcHca, abundance of, i. 43*— its uses among tha 

Icelanders, i. 44. 
Almannegiaa, a remarkable chasmi enti^nce of, 1. 101 

103 — particuhur descripticm of; i. 207-— plants of^ 

1. 116, 1809. 
Althing, the court of civil and , criminal juditature, 

I. xxii, 105. note. 
Anas hiairionica, i. S68. 

Anderson, an historian of Iceland> his sJ)surd storiei 
respecting the natives of that country, x. 135. 

Andromeda hypnoides, singular beauty of the flowers 
of, I. 85. 

Angelica Arekangelica, 1. 191^— used as food, 1. 192. 

Animals, effect of the volcanic eruption of 1783 upon* 

II. 228. 

Anthoceros punctatus, i. 315, note. 
Antiquities, few remains of, i. Ixxxiti. 
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INDEX. 

Jtpn-tain, x. 12d"^co3d experienced ia the ncinity of, 

1. 204. . . ^ / , 

^Ae9, vokanic^ effect of, upon vegetation^ ii. 225* 
Aurora borealii, fine appeajgnce of, i. 349. 

^a5j6-rfu. j^, 53, 1Q9, ]{1^6. i|9te. , 
Barrow, Mr. his account of hot-springi^i^ tlietistand of 

AnH»^erdayn, |, il6l« m^fe^ : f . 

JBa«a2^ i. 36, 93, 267- ; i , . 

Bears, Arctic, their visits to xYkecofotpflifi^f^, and 
the value of their skins, i. 53. : r ^ 

JB^n^Th I««lan*c,.avjCTlar.l«,wJWfpf?flt\5^ 

Bergman, J^rojtfwr, u M^. . 

Jime^Mr, ^. .^dlHrri^jseiiable^ ^s^te i^f th^ ,|i(Bh<^ .|ift 
1. 351. 

i^e^ui!^ fM9<(j i<:841' 

Bishops, residences of, i. 38— present l)is)|opf^I<^land, 

'.i.«7;/87,'3j8, : . ^ . • . . .. .:;. .. 
Blinde FugU'Skier, n. ^6^, note. 
Bolus, about the hot-springs ofX^maeyf}g,,i.^^f(,:%f/^. 

Borrer, li^r,, i. 885f , 

Botany of Iceland, i. 327* 
Boji^i ^ f&fX^xMjilfi mom 

Bright, Mr., i. 72; 

Jrtieraa, passage of th(e.riHV of, iju.lVX^ 

Brydone, Mr.yi, %i9, . ; 
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Cams lagopus, particulars respacting, i*.dO» 
Carex, supposed new species, bf,- an important afticie,te 
' buBbandvjjX.dOik 

XKaMw^-Miiiavkaliie^nes^ ntfarJThingiMalle, i. ).lli^ 
Gftrtslkiiifty>:Atot tntiaodactioli af^ i.ilx* 

Clauien, Mr., ii. 47* . . 

Clergy, their wretched salaries and poverty^ x. 96^ 130. 

Cod'fiik, mode of caring of^ uhsxxn. Hole. 

Ca2d» severity^of in 1704. n. 5I06» 

Cbii^«rv«y fiMxnd in/heated watar,^ u 40. 

.Com, partieidai^respeetiag the^dultxvatlon4>f>. in former 

times^ 1. 1291. note, 
Cow«, 1.345. V 

• '€Na» pf^^^kffNo, daseribad^ x. 12S» Ki&. 
CSycIopierus 2ttiii|MM, x. 351. 

Danes, their property in Iceland confiscated^ ix. 41. 
^Darwin, Dr,, his xnbtaken account of thcOi^wer^ 

X. 147. note, 
Diieates, of the Icelanders^ x. xoix. 

Drifi'timheri ^encouragamant' for the coUeeting and 

using of, IX. 3M. 
Dyticui, a species of, seen iJi the heated tvi^ami, x*49. '- 

'Edia, X. hoar. 

EeU, found in hot water, x. 49. 
^J5gcIo«efi,ihe priest, i.^94, 217. 
SideT'^ueke, x. 4d> 48«—ordinance respecting the pre* 
servation of, lu 361. 



OMDBX. 

Einersen, Mr. J$tiuar,lm sMsuve idid'-ii 

I. 89. fttfd IX. 36. 

lipaobiumfrigidum, i. 318. ^ 

Etatiroedj visit to the^ i. 97<?«-^4eiCcii>lloa of bb resi- 
dence at Inderholnte^ i: ^7» 876<^1»8 litimiy 
aequir^Bitate^ u j!280-«<"bi8 JbotAiifi«Jk.kiKy^^ 
. X. . SMr^ia imlUieal addftas ta.tk^ Iceboiders, 

II. 19. note — ^hia account of tha vOldeuBic etoplion 
of Skai»tar-Jakul, 11. 121« . 



Patc^n, ;(oebuidic> z« 335. . . . ' ) 

Faxafiord, entrance of. (he bay of» X..9. « 
^^rie9 in Icdaafid, how aliedtod bytbe.Toteawc erap- 
. fion lik 1783^ xi, 3i9-4Daiiiab ordinantsea rrfipeotim^ 

11.353,348. 
FUhei of Iceland^ i. 334. ,.i ./•. • 

Kax and Henip^ bad suciMSH atltocUilg tke^)i»iltiialiott 

of, I. 30. . . .1 ,r. 

Floco, the Norwegian, visits Iceland, i. xi« 
Flora, of Iceland, ii. 312/ 

Ptom, tbe ship, arrival iof, X. 2M. 
Fog^ very dense one experienced, i. 216.. ,(..,! 
ForelleSi a species of troutj x.:96. ' r v.* .• . . 

J%a?e«, some particulars respecting, i. 5Q-^tbeir.ji|^i 
: portance.a».aii 4rCictoij^:Comiaer«ei» ^ftdl, . , «. 

Frydensbergj Mr,, his seizure, ii.j55 

Fieeus, e^ulent Speciets of, i; 46* 

Fucus palmatus, its u^e, as an article of food in Scotlanfl 

and Iceland, i. 44r-*inode of preparii;^ amoogtttatt 

Icelanders, i. 45. ^ r i. .. •* . . 

Fucus saccharinus, not the Alga ^acckarifera oi Blan^ 

Puvelsep, I. 45— ^escribed byGniQlixv x* 45-^r»^ 

markable variety of^ i. 79. 



I. 31, note, . \ ,'. . 

G«fifeii<i8-jrfi*«ij i. ^m; aoo; «bf^. — .^ 

Giofgies of Iceland,, h^, .. 

Q€y$erij jcmfiiey,^^ 4be; 2/90-^rBt irlbw of;i i. 139-^ 
account of the great Oeyser>. i. i41-*^iie emptuMi 
.~.i|fii. M4>^ lr46-f-^rat^r ef, lu M«j 149— tbe roanng 
Geyser^j. .I5l-H;He ;new Geyser; maapritfifSeiit ^erap- 
tion of, I. 1^% 179 — crater of, I. liSf^Hirfaiits fimiftl 
ip: the vicimty of the Geysers, i. 150,15^; 154> 1^^ 
161, 162,. 178-r^^e|»rtiire IvoBi the, x. \m. 
I&ti^n, CaptiilR, his attack upon loeland^ ii. 10. 
Gi»U$3 I. 348« 
Godar, U xx» 

Gravesend, departure ^rom, i. L ^ 

OHWMKii ttccMnt ^ ibe;^ i. 301, noltf. 
. GroenavatUs a remarkable lake, i. 240. 
< Q$Utbringue Sys$el, pafl«eige along the isoast of, i. 9. 
., , . ^ ■ ; ^ 

BamiHon, Sir William^ n. 101, no^e,. 113, note. 

Haukardal^ farm of, i. 171 — church of, i. 173, 175—* 

plants found near, i. 178. 
.Bm9tfiord, i. 280. 
. Beela, opinion of the eommcm people respecting, i. 195, 

II. IIO— 4iceount of, ii. 105. 
, Heiderbag, i. 94. 

Bagufel, mountains, i; 83> 234. nc4e. . . , 
Memp and lUkx^ bad success ifl the cultivation of, i. 30* 
Hirundo urbica, domesHca^ toid^pus, seen at sea> i. 3. 
Holland, Dr., i, 40.. lu^e, i. xxix. Ixxix. 
. Hobm, Captoin^ seizure of his vessel, u. 43. 
Holme, Mr. S. M,, ii. 169— his account of a fall of ashes 
and sulphur^ ii. 211. note. 



mim%. 

Borfebaw, Mr., <m 4lit gan^M <ftf Ux^taaA, t/Hi. ukUt^ 
•hU account of the hot^priiig& ef Iknuevig, i.- IM, 
note, 179, note. 
Horses, i. 343 — ^mode of joam^iAg wkh^ i. t^i; HV6. * 
Hrqfnagiaa, a remarkable chasm^ i. llS. ^ 

•flhitin^ivastbed Af, i. 81-^laftits ftond amoog^ i.B|>85« 
0Elr6ppHtonir9^ i* xvMi. 
'BMfiord, I. fTO— story in the vicinity 9f, i; Sf^l^— re« 

* markahle TOckB near the'head of, i. 978. 
\Mmm»re, visit to> i. 989. 

MokM-Hraun, i. Q38-^plant6 found upOn^i. 935, 
Boeifisfliot, dlfltfppearteace t>f the river tSK, 11. 146. 
Hviiaa, i. 30?. 
Buniboldt, 11. 115. nofe. ' ' 

Ice^islands, i. ci. 

Iceland, its situathm>iiBd exteiit> t. -i^i^-^disoc^ vc fr y li f , U'X 
—its colonizMion/ i. sii-^its early Ibrm of govem- 
ttient^ I. xvi-«H3ubtaitA to Noi!Way; i. xidii*^Haid to 
Denmark^ i. 3ndv — ^form of government of, under 
the Banes^ i. xxiv— punishihents of, i. »tvii — its 
revenue, i. Kxvii— its expenditure, i. xxxiii»--^sa]A]4es 
and pensions paid by g^vemknent of, i. sxxv— - 
ecclesiastical history of, i. xbr— hfabop of, his reA- 
deftoe> 1. 37— visit to the, 1. 37— his Hbraiy, «t;'3T— 
former residence of the bishops of, i. SS^-Miestitute 
of towns, I. 33— produce of, chiefly brought to 
Reikevig, i, 33— land in, how disposed of, 1. 971> 
note, hiid 979, no<e^gal^ens in, i. 99, 36, 31,. note, 
—quadrupeds of, i. 339— bwds of, i. 334— insects 
of> I. 333--«plants of, 1. 397— state of literature and 
' leamii^ in, i. 356— late revoldtum in, 11. l^-^-her 
cKfiicuky t»f procurii^ the necessary fiupplies^fer her 
•ttbtistenoe/ 11. 8-<^govemment ofj» put Into com- 
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iJetam tdiimtiier OiidB, i. 3€6-^piipttlilirtni tif>. i. xcvi 

. )#<HidiBiflle of, j.jioix. 

ji(9«faH<iit*^ ^irlj ^t»te :^ religioii aiooafi: ftkej x.;xhr~ 

tbafir |(Ibcc& of itamhipiin the tixDe^Qf.^iHfgiiiisxn^ 

' l..M-»lli^ joomnexfteB^.tD chfisti^iiity, .x. Jx'«*-rtiiqf 

veedfre the Lutheran faiths i. Ldii-— first .ififerview 

with the> I. lO— -their want of eleaaltnesfi^ i. 1D;^<]S> 

' .ifr*-*tiidripQ88iQifeiiBr sauff aod tobaoQO> i. V^^fygix 

)isauKm^ i.;il» ^18^.M> 78» flole-^eir^fidtiug and 

- .^*««i«4igid«aifa;. fl..^ .77-iiiiicMi»s ^drying 

- abdi; fiBlffiig*draB8es, x. M^Jbodof Oie^ x; 33— 

jM^osed Goiiififtfas^iMiKBig the, i^88-*-idn«tiikigs of, 

;i.i95, ' lOB^^th^ijav'^effsinn to dritdkmg^ x. 135, noit 

«^«aMBr waod^ring^mQie of life, i.lidl^^-^tluBr sftach- 

c^DMit to.theHii^idh, x. tS^-HKiattend dwellitigs of 

^|[» S^T^-'^^their «i|stefn in vnaoaiag their dqldren, 

X. S90 — their amusements, i. bbadx^-^^their em* 

pl0)haie&ts, x«ix|i»^*«4M? fiDiHl^ i^xelv-^thdiidifliBBMB, 

Inderholme, the residence of the Etatsroed, Tisit to, 
. ; I. 87l5— diqpartuye from, I. 323. . n 
. hS^if?^^ ifiorli^ Q^mze f celapd, i, xii. 
Ingulfshaugar, 1. ixiv, fioie. 

fufect^ qf Jfs^sm^, i..,333---remarka);>le appearanpe of, 

in the jpst^r^, ^^^r the en^ktipn of 1789^ ii' 9/9$ 

ImHtution for teaching children to spin aqd weave, i|. 377 

Jblaitd, account of a.n^w ope, pj^ ^e qq^ist of Jcf^Jao^, 

II.S58, 

I 

land, u, 13— forces a tra^^ u*Mt 
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^ionai,.ldtngnm, u 195, note> " n 7,note*''mii'SU% 

'J<mei, tie Hdnorahle Alexdnder, mnma in lGeIaa4/ 

I. 334<-4MooiQe8 anqiimiitfid witb iht iWKikitioii^ 

i« 325j II. 50^-orders the penoQS ecmKsenied in it to 

]3toG«M to fingiand, i.. 895, ii. ft4--4u8 Idttis 

. rdative to the IcdaadiC'reTolation, u.d4/M. 

Jontien, Madam, i. 87' "ileiifiiptionfof famr houM^ L 18^, 

Jontbook, J,xm* 

Jorgemen, Mr. Jorgen, taloM poaicookm of tha go9«mor> 

house, I. 58— faia tiroop, i.. 86-r*his' inten^leil im« 

provements in the school 4>f.. Besaestedr,! i«d54-r- 

. restores the government to the Icelanders^ u 357-*^ 

embarks in the Orion ftci leAnd, i> 3 58 ^ a mm the 

« crew of the Mai^apet and Anne, LdfiS-f^-fajjegraphical 

notices respecting, ii. 6, note, 55, iiotc ijdiseolves 

the Dani^ authority in Iceland, And immm his 

, ptoclaniatians, lu ST^-HidMi posateion <tf thapublic 

chest, II. 42. 
JungermannuB fbm&d near the hotniprii^, i. 50. . 
Jufiice, court of, i. xxvi, 29. 

Ktempfer, his account of the hot-sprtngs in Japan, i. IM. 

ito<6 — description of the sulphur-aprikigs in JapMl* 

1.845, note. -^ 

Kamtchatka, feast among the naltteaof, i. 68,^iiole, 171.- 
'KatUgiaa, account of an eruption of/ ii. IdO. ^ 
'Kerguelan, i. 31. no^e. 

Klofa-Jokul, seen at midnight, 1.6'. -^ 

Jrra6/a, account of the eruption of, it. 119. 
Kreisevig, country in its vicinity, i. 936 — Chureb oC^ 

X. 940— scenery at, i. 94&^obiitaGle8 iki ooUebtngr 

the sulphur of, i. 250. 
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jMngipet, u %Bfi. .' 

Lamgudge of Icehmd, i. Ixfiit - 
JLaugsardalr, i. IM; 
Laugetfel, I, IS9, Ifi^* • 

jLava, vast bed of, described^ i. 81-— singular appearance 
of'^^ 1. lOl. 

Xere^zeiij itfr .> ii. .132. 

Lichens, vtiriiNM speeieieinployed as'food^ i. 133.^ 

J^ftefi i«{tf»iiii<M^ r. laiM-particulaTs respecting iv 191' 

—-mode of preparing for food^ 1. 133. 
Ligustieum tcoHcum, i. 983. 

LiMi/fau, li 189. ' 

Lintunu, i. 57> 85, 108> 192. 
Xi^eratorej ancient state of> i. Ixxii-— present state of^ 

iiogmann, i, xxi, 

fJSwnom, Mr»9 his acooont of tke Fugle^iarenf, > 

II, 961. 
Lutheran religion, inlvoduction of, i. IxHi. 
Lycopodium mlpinumt toed for dying^, i. 214, 

Mackenzie, Sir George, i. 110, 233. iio#e 309, 345, 348. 

Magnusen, Mr, Finnur, i. 39, 357. 

, . . . ^ 

Manufacture of woollen goods, encouragements fbr^ 

21.370. 
Margaret and Anne, leaves Iceland, z. 359— ^burnt at sea» 

i.3€0. 
Jftctf, some particulars respecting, z. 51. 
MiddeUr, i. 187'^iiuserable habitation of the priest ci, 

1.128. ' 

fiiik, mode used by the liativ es to c<m vey this fluij ix^ta 

(lottlesj I. 2$6, note. 



iJKMBJLs 

MolUucm, 1.334. 

Moaes found near the hot-8|ttfaig«i jlBOH 
MotadUa TroehUui and atricapiUa, MMljatflea)>ti Sy 
Mpvatn, sulphur springs of^ i. 25L .. 

Niehuhr, his account of a hot spring at.3Qez« i«jM8S.iiote. 
Naddoc, a Norwe§ia(n^4iiraiieift I«aluid» .i« 91 



Odes andfleti^i. of the^lltemti'fif I^slMkU^ui ,py 
GNoA, a mM^ belMfpntt to co«at Tmmp^y^eitm^ofi 

I. 54, XI. 9i» 
OrAriMy Islandi, i. 5. 
Otvcroa, 1. 105^ 106, noto^-^riminab pui|i|to^M>«i^9iiQl 



Veipar, the> supposed to be the first i 
land> i«xy. 

pMMKMHf MudliniiL- 'Xs/MSft 

Pennant Afr., i. 229> fio<e. 

Psiie<aiid*;/ft«i^>>]^aiuig0'Of^he>'E. 4ir 

PAel|)<> Afr.> x.. 1> 34dp-hw motivea* A>r en^iv^jP ^ 
mercantile speculations with Iceland^ 11. lO— fur- 
nishes a second vessel and embarks.^^. t^at coua* 
try, II. 21-— his letters, to Capjtain Jones iipon tha 
subject of the revolution^ ii.dO. 

Phoca vituiina, its use^ i« 343. 

jpiaatrYlflneitfrts; X. 306Lf 

Planit found in the neighborhood of Reikevjg^ i,03— 
near the hot«springs/ x. 4i^ 59^ lt^> 161^ liSSr*^ 

4itaag Hrauau i. 83, B5-«atikaniaafifgi9a,.i« USIL 
116, 809 — incrusted with the depositionsftom the 
. ffitgrieffii, u 161*^ueed: hkdjfmlj, xi %k4^ m&^Mfi^. 
ot Iceland, ii. 311. . ^ 



Potatoes^ 1.S9. 

PoveUen and Olqfsen, i. 37> 44, 49«'109(» X:!^^ 1^0^ SCKH 
note, 214;, fio<e^ Sd4, SOO, fioee^their. «|C<;oullt^ njf 
birdi found in the hot-springa^jU l8Oy.iip<0. 

Printing, introduction of, i. Ixxviii. 

Sroclomaii^m, relating to lodatM^ Up &7. 

PtatmigiMBj Id 385*. 

Jtavem, numerous. and deatraetiye in leehmdj it S87«. . 

Ikiketig, aifHroach to^i and view. of/from tte bay, ,i« Ifi^, 
17r**«otiiiitry in the Tif»nity ofv i. 22,. S4^^|i^t8 
foimd.near, i.,23i 47, 6S--dc8oriptioHfOftJietown 
oC I* 2&— Cathedral' of> i. 28~tli9 town of, pu^iA 
ft'Btate of defence^ ii. 40. 

Rdndiep, 1. 107* 

Bdigkms. eaity ttatetofj ini Ioelaiid> .ivithrr^praBeafciState 
of, I. Ixiii, 

HfH^hoU, visit t6> I. 305«^remflriaiUe batik afac i4311« 

Beykiadtd$''aa, i. 308, 

Beykum, hot-rspdng of, i. 13e> IM-^'i^knti lQuad.iiear« 
1. 186. 

Revolution, in Iceland, ii. 3, 

BiAuUria, VLUtw Bpe&tM df, i. d8> 100*= . 

Runic characters, i. Ixix. 

Sacrifices, human, in Iceland^ duriil^ tke time of 

Paganism, i. Ivii. 
ibAvton, meapB of taki»g, i. Sf, 88-Mgreat' m^Koreoi^ 

u996. ' ■ : 

Sands, flying or drifted,' ii. 167* 
iSam^niac,Jllri, ii. 12. 
Smser, Mr., hii deBcriptiiHi of ^ hot^spilngs in* Kain* 

cbafta> I. 246, nai«, ' 



INDSXe 

Saxifraga l^rcuku, i. 254, ' *'. \ 

ghelli, i.Sf. 

Sivertsen, Mr,, i. 9Sa 

Skalds, I. Ixiv. 

SkalhoU, I. ]86^--ancient relics atj i. 197> no<e-pjform»> 

cathedral of, 1. 198> note — ^present church of^ i. ,197; 

20O— first bishop of, i. SOD. 
Skaptaa, the liver, disappears, ii. 128. - 

Skapiefield'Jokul, dreadful eruptkm of, ii. 121—- mineiu* 

lo^eal productions of, ii. 901-'-6flbcts of the eruption 
^ ' of, lipoA the human constitution, ii. 23d. 
Skardtheidi, mountain of, i. 295, d21-^forest at the foot 

of, I. 295 — remarkable fdrm of the summit of> 

I, 297 — severity of the weather upon, i. 297—* 

prospect from^ 1. 299— plants found at the fobf oi, 

1.320. 
SkoulHt-^fifA; mcwbtun of,- 1. 93> 2ft5^— chasm at the foot 

of, I. 220, 259 — ascent of, i. 261 — ^prospect from, 

I. 26S^plaait9 of the mountain, i. 265, 266. 
Skribla, i. 315. 
Snorfel-J&kul, I. 263. 
Snorralaug^ i. 311— *early chrislaans baptised at, i. hd, 

note. 
Snuff, passion of the Icelanders foo i« 1? — xnethqd of 

taking, i. 14, < 
Snuff-boxes described, i. 14, 307. 
^l, its use as food both ip Scot!|aQd and Iceland, u 44—^ 

mode of preparing it, i. 45. . . 

Sorte-Dod, or black death, i. vsfi. 
Sparrow, Mr., information from, ii. 212. note. 
Springs of hot water, n^ar Reikeyig, i. 48, 89r-at Lau^ 

pardalr, i. 126— at Reykum> 1. 138, 184— ia Japw^ 



INDEX. 

I. 196^ note^ia the kland iof Attistordam^ i. IjSl, 

no^e^in KamUchatka, i. 246, fio^e— 4ii Arabia, i. 

fiUe, noU. 
Stanley, Sir John, i. 62, IS9, 151, 169, 167, 172. 
Stenaa, floods of. liquid, &re, n. 119. 
Stephtnsen, Mr, Magnus, visit to, x. fauud. i. 276. 
Stephemen, Mr. Stephen, uSQ^ — ^bia residence, x.303— 

his family, 1.303. 
Sterna Hirundo, i. 68, 80. 
StifUamptman, visit to the, i. 59 — ^his residence, i. 59, 

60, 61— hb reception of the party, i. 60 — his eider 

ducks, I. 63— his entertainmeat described^ i*. 66 

and ieq, 
Sturleson, Snorro,* i. 311, 812, note. 
Suaversen, Gardar, vi^ts Iceland, i. x. 
Sulphur, encouragement for the gathering of, ii. 363. 
Sulphur-springs, i. 329* . 
Summer, light at midnight during the, i. ^7* 
Swans, i«S73. 
Swein^a^scaur, i. 268. 
Syre, i. 120. 
^ystrastapi, xi. 144. 

Talbot sloop of war, departs from Iceland, i. 365. 
Thingevalle, kike of,, i. 98 — parsonage of, I. 105-*- 

church of, i. 114 — priest of, t. 105, 108. 
Thorlevsen, Biarne, his petition to the governor, ii. 29^ 

note. 
Thorvaldsen, the son of an Icelander, a famous statuary 

at Rome, i. Ixxxii. 
JVade of Iceland, i. Ixxxiv. ii. 353, 
Tradesmen, encouragement for their establishing them-^ 

selves in Iceland, ii. 368. 

2« 



> 

Vfmnp, .Cnml>liiBr arrival iml^tlaad, i. l5-p«HMindad«i 
a con^btion with Captain NoCt> lu 16*-4iiB pro-* 
clamation against the English^ ii. M^-^-^is BcAzure 
by the English^ ii. S4. 

Travelling, mode of in Iceland^ i. 91. 

Trichottomum canaeeui, i. 83, 86« 

^ringa, new species of, i. 6« 

Troil, Archbishop Von, i« 141. 

TungU'hver, u 309. 

^Jndergrand^r, u 121. 

Vacdnium uUginotum, used in dying, i. 215. 
Vegetation, influencaa of the vplcana of 1799i v^pWj ih 

221. 
Ve9iwiM9t 4ates of its er^ptiona^ ih X07j np^tf* 

tValrus, I. ^t07* 

Westring, Dr., i. 215, no^e. 
FFbod, dug from the bogs, i. 94. 
tVorkhouse, i. 16. 
Wnght, Mr., u ▼. 

ZoMtera m^nat u«^ for beddingi i* lU' 
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